
 
Minutes – Meeting 39 

Arreton Community Centre 
Thursday 7th March 2013 

 
 
 

Present at the meeting: 
Forum Members: 
Anne Noon AN (Chairman) 
Sheila Weedall SW 
Mark Earp ME (Vice-Chairman) 
Margaret Honeybourne MH 
Christopher Bull CB 
James Hewitt JH 
Others: 
Stephen Darch SD (guest) 
Darrel Clarke DC - Definitive Map Officer, IWC Public Rights of Way Section (PROW) 
Forum Secretary: 
Jennine Gardiner  JG -Rights of Way Assistant, IWC Public Rights of Way Section (PROW) 

 
1. Apologies and minutes of previous meeting: 
 
 Apologies were received from, Tricia Merrifield, Angela Hennell, David Farnham, Alec Lawson      
John Hobart, Fiona Hanna, John Gurney-Champion and Janie Feakes who has resigned as a 
member from the LAF. 
 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the last meeting. 

 

2. Matters arising from previous meeting:  
 

Dangerous Bridleway Road Crossings:   
DF had emailed to advise he had not had time to work with SW (who was chairman at the time) 
in order to draft a further letter to Cllr Giles, and had asked if the members still wanted him to 
follow this up.  Members agreed DF to take on this matter and he will need to draft a letter and 
liaise with new chairman which is AN 

 
Letter to Stuart Love re Long term footpath closure in Carisbrooke (N59) 
SW had received a holding letter saying this matter had been forwarded on to Bill Murphy and a 
reply would follow from him.  However, at the date of the LAF meeting no formal reply had been 
received.  AN will chase and has asked for reminder emails to Bill Murphy to be forwarded onto 
her. 

 
3. Any Declarations of Interest: 

 
     There were no declarations of interest. 

 



 
 
4. Disability Sub Group update:   
 
No update, it was decided to remove this item from the agenda and any matters regarding 
disability can be raised under any other business.  If in the future a new sub group is formed this 
can be put back on the agenda as a matter in its own right. 

 
5. IW Bridleway Group update: 
 
SW advised the bridleways group in conjunction with the National Trust will be “donating a 
gate” and this will be installed on National Trust land to link existing bridleway BS88 to 
Strawberry Lane, however discussions are still ongoing with National Trust to confirm the route 
of the new link because currently there are two options BS84 and BS85.  NOTE (after meeting) 
BS84 / BS85 are classed as footpaths and the classification of the paths would remain the same 
but the National Trust (land owner) would need to erect some signage to clarify that horse riding 
is by permission of the land owner. 
 
The bridleways group will be also arranging to install a bridleway gate on Hill Farm Stables land 
in Freshwater.  Hill Farm stables is a training centre for the pony club, and it is hoped by 
installing a bridleway gate on their land, it will help the new generation of young horse riders to 
learn and understand how to open and close these gates, in a safe environment.  

 
Hill Farm Stables – website details 
http://hillfarmstables.com/ 
 
6. Public Rights of Way (PROW) update: 
 
DC - We have now received confirmation that PROW will not be moving over to the PFI (Private 
Finance Initiative) provider who is called Island Roads.  At the last LAF meeting we had thought 
it was likely PROW would move with highways over to Island Roads.  However, we received 
confirmation (in the last couple of days) to say this will not be happening and PROW will remain 
with the IW Council.  This is apparently because the funding could not be agreed in time for 1st 
April 2013.  The proposals might be revisited in the future. 
 
Discussions then took place regarding what the PFI provider may and may not undertake i.e 
would they resurface rural rights of way with tarmac and change the character of the way? 
There wouldn’t be any reason for them to want to do this and in certain areas i.e SSSI / AONB 
you would not get permission to do this anyway.  Would PFI work on reopening paths which 
have been closed for a long time due to cliff erosion?  These long term closures are not pending 
because it is a matter of funds and remedial works but due to land erosion making reopening 
practically impossible..    Is Island Roads a limited company and are they there to make a profit? 
We are sure they must be. If PROW went into the PFI could we still get match funding.  We did 
not know the answer to this (not really sure how this relates to PROW within the IW Council), 
but as Island Roads would be carrying out a service for the IW Council then there is no reason 
to think that anything the IW Council could apply for currently would be removed in the future. 
Island Roads website details:  
http://www.islandroads.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DC circulated the current closure spreadsheet in order members could see what paths are shut.   
As ground conditions are so wet at the moment any surface problems cannot be worked on at 
the present time.   
 
SS43 Yaverland coastal path -we are currently in the process of advertising a diversion order 
any objections to the order need to be received by 22 March 2013  
 
BB10 Bembridge coastal path - this is a council priority to sort out, and land agents have been 
employed to enter into discussions with land owners.  It was asked if the IW Council has a 
calculation for coastal erosion rates.  DC confirmed that the coastal team created a very rough 
calculation for this. 
 
Byways GL30 & NC33 (currently closed under the annual byway closure) will remain closed to 
vehicles and equestrians as the bridge is unsafe for these types of users and requires remedial 
work. 
 
7. DEFRA Consultation – IW Coastal Path  
 
DC – A formal decision maybe made in about April, but even if the IW is included there is no 
commitment to proceed with any work within a certain time scale.  It was asked if we can ask 
AH (from Natural England) to give a presentation when she attends one of our LAF meetings 
DEFRA (closed) consultation – website details  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2012/07/24/iow-access-mcaa/ 
Natural England – website details 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ 
 
8. LAF Recruitment  
 
Advert should be in County Press 8 March 2013 (as it was, the advert was incorrect, as it was 
missing its last paragraph - which had the contact details) County Press will run it again               
15 March 2013. 
 
There had been a delay in formally advertising, because before we had any authority to place 
an advert in the paper the head of service for Highways and Transport had investigated the idea 
of trying to merge the LAF with the QTP (Quality Transport Partnership) as he felt there was 
overlapping aims and objectives.  However, it was decided that these two forums would be kept 
separate.  TM also attends QTP meetings so if there are any issues from either group we are 
sure she would mention these. 
QTP website details (this link probably won’t work so you need to go to the IW Councils web 
page and type QTP in the search box), but just in case:  
http://www.iwight.com/living_here/planning/Planning_Policy/Local_Transport_Plan/Quality_Tran
sport_Partnership_(QTP)/default.asp 

 
9. Chairman’s Update from LAF Conference: 
 
AN attended the 2013 LAF National conference on 27 February 2013.  Matters arising from this 
were: 
 
MENE Statistics - Monitor of Engagement with the Natural Environment (MENE) a survey undertaken 
between Natural England, DEFRA and the Forestry Commission to understand why and how people do 
and do not engage with the natural environment.  Apparently the government are very keen to be seen to 
be promoting access to the countryside and the health and welfare benefits it can give.  It might be that 
the statistics these provide can be used to obtain grants for projects.  
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/research/mene.aspx 



 
 
 

 
Local Nature Partnerships (LNP's) are groups which have been set up to help protect and manage 
biodiversity, they are a partnership of all users i.e businesses / leisure and they may have influence on 
planning decisions, there is a balance to be struck with protecting biodiversity and allowing / restricting 
access to the countryside.  Debbie Tann is the contact for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper/local-nature-partnerships/ 

 
Providing Access to Hampshire's Heritage – The Hampshire lost ways project managed to get 3 ways 
added to their definitive map, they then got 46K from Hants CC and found further lost ways.  AN found 
this project very inspirational and wondered if the IW could undertake such a project and make progress 
on a previously collated list of potential lost island ways.  John Hague from IW Ramblers used to have the 
list.  Apparently on the island between 1945 and 1952 many paths were lost to landowners who enclosed 
them.  Porchfield is an example of an area where there used to be paths.  It was wondered if the IW 
Ramblers would like to try and progress this project and if the LAF should have a sub committee 
dedicated to supporting the reinstating of lost ways?  AN will contact John http://pathh.hwtma.org.uk/   

 
Paths 4 Communities (P4C) – John Hobart had previously mentioned a route through Carisbrooke via 
school grounds; however P4C cannot be used in urban areas (which this one is more than likely).  There 
was then a discussion regarding an outside group who were trying to look into a route from Freshwater 
and it was felt that they should be made aware of the P4C funding.  CB was meeting with the Freshwater 
group after this LAF meeting and he was going to make them aware of the P4C project and pass on DC 
contact details.  
 
AN will draft a generic letter which can be emailed to all Town / Parish Councils just to ensure they are 
aware of the P4C scheme, and then they can roll this out to any local groups who maybe interested.   
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/P4CApplicantHandbook_tcm6-32021.pdf 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/P4C-FAQ_tcm6-32023.pdf 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/p4c-leaflet_tcm6-34458.pdf 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/6-steps-to-p4c_tcm6-34459.pdf 

 
Multi-user routes – Apparently Cllr Hobart had mentioned in the past about a bridleway from Gurnard to 
Forest Road, this would be via Forestry Commission land (and you need a permit to ride on Forestry 
Commission land).  It was thought that in general there needs to be better access through woodland for 
PROW.  Should the LAF write to the Forestry Commission? – nothing was agreed regarding an action 
point about this  
http://www.tollrides.org.uk/southeast.html        
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ 

 
How can we become a pro-active LAF and engage more with the community to increase access to the 
countryside?  AN will draft a letter to Town & Parish Councils re P4C this not only will make them aware 
of this (if not already) but mention the LAF.    If the West Wight group do make a submission for P4C the 
LAF will try and support them and help where we can. 

 
10. Any other business: 
 
SW – has advised that Bembridge will be carrying out a spring litter pick on 7th April 2013 
followed with tea.  SW will take photos and send a report; this litter pick was instigated because 
of the letter the LAF issued to all town and parish councils last year. 

 
SD – asked about the Tennyson Trail TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) and if there was any plans 
to have this revoked and replaced by a seasonal order.  SD felt there is no reason to have a 
permanent prohibition of vehicles on this byway and it was positive discrimination as we allow 
blue badge holders and taxies / community vehicles to use the trail (between 1st April and 30th 
September annually - by permit).  DC advised there is no reason why this TRO would be 
reconsidered as it was heavily consulted on at the time.  A link to the delegated decision report 
is below and this explains the reason behind the TRO 



http://www.iwight.com/council/what_is_a_council/images/TennysonTrailReport.pdf 
 

ME has asked about the rules and regulations regarding CCTV usage on private land 
overlooking PROW and if this captures an image on PROW land can it be used for evidence?  
This is in respect of the increasing fly tipping which is happening around the island.    JG will 
contact the police and obtain clarification. 

 
MH offers her apologies for the next meeting, as she will not be able to attend 

 
11. Next meeting: 

 

The next meeting will be at 4pm on Thursday 6th June 2013 at Arreton Community Hall. 

 

End of Meeting 


