
 
Minutes – Meeting 46 

Brading Station 
Thursday 4 December 2014 

 
Present at the meeting: 
Forum Members: 
Mark Earp (Chairman) 
David Farnham  
Cllr Paul Fuller  
Cllr John Medland  
Cllr John Hobart 
Tricia Merrifield  
Stephen Darch  
Alec Lawson  
Penny Edwards  
Helen Wood 
Others: 
David Howarth 
Peter Fellows 
Tony Ridd 
David Marsh 
Belinda Walters - CLA 
Keith Ballard - RSPB 
Will Ainslie - LSTF Project Manager, Isle of Wight Council 
Darrel Clarke - IWC Public Rights of Way Manager (PROW) 
Forum Secretary: 
Jennine Gardiner -Rights of Way Assistant, IWC Public Rights of Way Section (PROW) 
 
1. Apologies: 
 
Apologies were received from:  
Lee Matthews - IWC Recreation & Public Spaces Manager 
Fiona Ellis - AONB Officer Isle of Wight Council 
Marcus Stroud – Forestry Commission 
Heather Whetter – Natural England 
John Gurney-Champion 
John Heather 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising: 
 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the last meeting. 
 
Matters arising from last minutes: 
Shanklin to Wroxall –Penny & Tricia to assess suitability for carriages – still being investigated. 
East Cowes / Whippingham – Tricia - permissive bridleways – no update. 
 
 



3. Any Declarations of Interest:  
 
Mark Earp – IW Coastal Path & Lost Ways Project 
Cllr Fuller – IW Coastal Path support from his constituency   
 
4. Brading Station 
 
Members and guests had a walk around Brading Station looking at the level crossings where the 
Rights of Way cross the track and the public access around the station and to the RSPB reserve / 
Brading marshes.  Discussions took place regarding the possibility of alternative ways of crossing 
the track i.e the cattle creep (tunnel).  Contributions to the discussion were made by Mark Earp, 
Darrel Clarke, Peter Fellows and Keith Ballard.  
 
Following the walk there was a general discussion and the main question raised was:  What do 
local residents on the surrounding estate think about the possibility of the closure of the level 
crossing as they would need to take a slightly longer route via the station to access the marshes?  
Peter Fellows advised that to date there has not been any public consultation as the project is at 
proposals stage only.  The Town Council are aware and there have been discussions regarding the 
East Wight Landscape Partnership project and the desire to improve footpaths at the station (see 
Brading Town Council minutes 2 October 2014 reports section 2ii).  
 
It was agreed that the LAF would write a carefully worded letter to Network Rail  and the Town 
Council to let them know that the LAF supports in principle the cattle creep scheme but that full 
consultation will be required. 
 
ACTION:  Chairman to send a letter to Network Rail and Brading Town Council 
 
5. LSTF 
 
Will Ainslie gave an update of progress so far and reminded the group that the LSTF comes to an 
end on the 31 March 2015. Therefore all schemes need to be completed by this date. 
 
Shanklin to Wroxall –some final “share the path” signage will be erected in the next few weeks 
Quarr Abbey – Resurfacing completed plus a stretch of tarmacing of the eastern part of the 
unadopted Quarr Road.  An additional scheme is being designed by Island Roads to resurface a 
further section of the unadopted Quarr Road from Abbots Close to its junction with bridleway R45 
which will include traffic calming. 
Ladies Walk footpath via Ryde golf club – negotiations still ongoing. 
Old Railway line east of Fairlee Road – complicated solar park leasing issues still ongoing. 
Lakeside Park Hotel junction with Wootton Bridge – finalising a small section of land adoption to 
widen the junction to make shared use. 
Ashlake Copse Lane (part of footpath R1) a bridleway creation order has been published and if 
this is successful LSTF will improve the surface and cyclists will be able to bypass a large section of 
the busy A3054 at Kite Hill. 
Seaclose to Island Harbour – completion of the shared route is anticipated to be by the end of the 
year. 
Island Harbour to the Folly – all negotiations very positive and still ongoing 
Shanklin Railway Station – Lower Hyde Steps – work will take place to widen steps and put in 
channels to wheel up pushbikes 
Ningwood Solar Farm – Old Railway Line – once solar park construction has been completed the 
developers will clear part of the old track bed and resurface in order for a new bridleway to be 
created to link up two adjoining bridleways.  To be formalised by way of dedication agreement. 
 
Penny asked why it is always bridleways being created and not restricted byways?  
  



ACTION – Penny to put together a list of routes footpaths / bridleways which carriage drivers feel 
could be reclassified to restricted byway i.e already has the necessary width.  
ACTION – LAF has asked for the legal aspects of permissive carriage driving to be investigated 
Shanklin to Wroxall (as Council land) 
 
6. Cllr Medland - Off-Road Sustainable Transport 
 
Cllr Medland outlined his aspirations for the future of off road sustainable transport and how he has 
been liaising with many different originations to bring them together for discussions.  The aim is to 
draw up a list of possible projects to link the rights of way network and to encourage more journeys 
to be made by foot or cycle, either off road by the creation of new links and reclassification of 
existing footpaths and by encouraging on road use by making vulnerable users feel safer by 
reducing motor vehicle speeds. 
 
A meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 20th January 2015, 10am in the Council Chamber at 
County Hall and LAF Members are welcome.   
 
Cllr Medland is aware that the LAF is statutory body with a willing and able set of members. The 
LAF minutes and agendas are public and any interested party is able to attend.  Therefore, any 
parallel discussion forum must be with the full support and co operation of the LAF and updates 
communicated to members. 
 
Since the LAF meeting the attached agenda and information has been received from the Island 
Sustainability Forum which outlines the ideas for the future. 
 
ACTION – LAF members are invited to the Island Sustainability Forum meeting 10am Tuesday 20 
January 2015 – please inform Jim Fawcett at the IWC if you will be attending. 
 
7. IW Bridleway Group Update – Tricia Merrifield 
 
The Bridleways Group had met with Island Roads and Bill Murphy (head of IWC Planning) 
regarding the resurfacing of highway carriageways which has led to slippery roads for horse riders.  
Tricia reminded the LAF that it was impossible not to ride on highways as it is necessary to do so in 
order to access the off road routes.   
 
Bill Murphy had stated in the meeting a possibility of using s106 money (s106 is a contribution 
developers make which is linked to the planning process) to try and get horses off highways.  Tricia 
stated that if this is possible then any new off road access would not just be for horse riders but 
walkers and cyclists as well (see a copy of an article from the County Press 28th November 2014). 
 
The Bridleway group is working with Island Roads and their members will undertake a survey of the 
network to highlight to Island Roads the locations where there are missing upright warning signs 
and SLOW road markings on the highway approaches to bridleway crossings. 
 
Tricia was also concerned about the speed of motor traffic, which has in some locations made road 
riding too dangerous.  This in turn reduces the ability for horse riders to get onto and off the 
network.  However, there is a possibility of the IWC adopting new speed restrictions or green zones 
(refer to Sustainability Forum meeting notes for Tuesday 20th January 2015).  
 
Tricia thanked the Rights of Way team for the long anticipated installation of new bridle gates 
 
Cllr Fuller commented on the lost opportunities of using s106 funds to link or improve the Rights of 
Way network. 
 
ACTION – Cllr Fuller will speak to Bill Murphy about s106 and Rights of Way improvements 



 
8. IW Rights of Way update – Darrel Clarke 
 
Since the last meeting we have managed at long last to make the BB10 Diversion Order from 
Forelands to High Ridge.  At one stage we were hoping to get it reopened before Christmas but the 
recent wet weather has delayed it.  We are hoping for a dry spell in the New Year, similar to what 
we are having at the moment, to enable contractors to get in to carry out the works. 
 
Rights of Way are back in dialogue with the landowners at Gurnard with a view to negotiating a 
diversion to reopen the coastal path from Gurnard Luck to Thorness. 
 
We have also made a Diversion Order for a footpath at Woodside Bay Holiday Park.  This moves 
the path from going through the middle of the Park to its perimeter and we are currently in the 
formal notice stage. 
 
We have also assisted Will Ainslie with the R1 Bridleway Creation Order and the Ningwood 
Bridleway dedication agreement. 
 
Coastal Access.   The team and John Metcalfe met with the Coastal Access Manager from Natural 
England at the end of October and he provided us with an initial briefing on the scheme. 
 
Maintenance wise we only have a small number of closures at the moment and we are hoping for a 
calm winter so it stays that way.  However as a precautionary step we are proposing to shut all 
byways to motor vehicles in the coming weeks.  The recent wet weather has resulted in 
considerable surface damage already and as this has occurred early on in the winter we cannot risk 
further damage being caused between now and the spring. 
 
As reported at the last meeting the department lost its Manager, Matthew Chatfield as from the 1st 
September.  This has resulted in even more pressure on the team, particularly with my workload as 
I am now dealing with managerial issues.  This in turn has put more pressure on Jen who has had 
to take on more of the work I was doing.  We have also lost Mark Buckett who was assisting with 
Rights of Way work during the winter.  He has left his position as Fort Victoria Manager. 
 
The maintenance team continues to struggle with workload and completing its backlog of call 
records and programmed works. 
 
9. IW Coastal Path – Mark Earp 
 
Mark had received confirmation that Jenny Bowen from Natural England (NE) will come along to the 
LAF to discuss the processes involved in implementing the Coastal Access Scheme.  It was put to 
members how best to accommodate this i.e. should this be 1. a separate closed meeting just for 
LAF members, 2.  part of a normal LAF meeting where members of the public can attend 3.  a 
separate meeting for LAF members and invited guests. 
 
It is recognised that there cannot be enough consultation and communication about the scheme but 
at the same time it is a very emotive subject for landowners who will be affected by the route and its 
spreading room.  As the meeting will be about the process NE will be undertaking and not to start 
the formal consultation, it was voted that we will have a separate meeting just for LAF members and 
invited guests.  By doing this we can control the numbers attending.  The CLA & NFU can then feed 
information back to their members. 
 
 
 
 
 



10. Chairman’s Update 
 
Mark reminded members and guests that for organisations such as the Police or Island Roads 
questions are to be provided to them prior to meetings so they have time to get a definitive reply or 
investigate before formally updating the LAF. 
 
From time to time the LAF receives requests from groups / parish councils for our written support in 
order that the group in question can try to apply for funding or sponsorship for projects which will 
improve public access to the countryside.  In such cases requests once received by the LAF 
secretary will be considered and if necessary referred to the chairman.  If it is a project which will 
improve public access to land we will issue a letter of support.  There is no need to delay the 
issuing of a letter of formal LAF support until a quarterly meeting.   
 
Bembridge Parish Council has made a request for LAF written support (which has been provided) 
as they are in the process of seeking funding to make improvements to a public footpath called 
BB14 which leads from Howgate Road onto the coastal path. 
 
ACTION – invite a representative from Island Roads to the next LAF meeting 
ACTION – any questions for Island Roads to be sent to the Chairman no later than 16 February 15  
 
11. Any Other Business 
 
Feedback has been received from the ex Chairman Sheila Weedall who advised that Bembridge 
Parish Council now undertakes an annual community litter pick.  This has occurred following a letter 
the LAF issued to all town and parish councils a few years back regarding litter on public rights of 
way and encouraging community involvement in clearing. 
 
Cycling Delivery Plan – IWC Planning team are submitting an expression of interest. 
 
12. Next LAF meeting: 
 

Next LAF meeting will be at 4pm on Thursday 5th March 2015                                            
at Arreton Community Hall 

 
 

End of Meeting 
 


