
 
Minutes – Meeting 43 

Arreton Community Centre 
Thursday 6 March 2014 

 
Present at the meeting: 
Forum Members: 
Mark Earp (Chairman) 
Tricia Merrifield  
Stephen Darch  
Alec Lawson  
John Gurney-Champion  
John Heather (Vice-Chairman) 
James Hewitt  
Cllr Paul Fuller  
David Farnham  
Others: 
Helena Hewston - Shalfleet Parish Council 
Belinda Walters 
Helen Wood 
Caroline Dudley 
Darrel Clarke - Definitive Map Officer, IWC Public Rights of Way Section (PROW) 
Forum Secretary: 
Jennine Gardiner -Rights of Way Assistant, IWC Public Rights of Way Section (PROW) 
 
1. Apologies: 
 
Apologies were received from:  
Cllr John Medland  
Christopher Bull  
Matthew Chatfield - Countryside & Rights of Way Manager, Isle of Wight Council 
Will Ainslie - LSTF Project Manager, Isle of Wight Council 
Karin Wall  
Heidi Marshall  
John Pullen 
Fiona Hanna - AONB Officer Isle of Wight Council 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising from previous meeting: 
 
The minutes were approved as a true record of the last meeting and no matters were arising from 
these. 
 
3. Any Declarations of Interest: None  
 
Declaration of Criminal Record – Currently the application form for LAF membership has no 
question regarding current criminal records.  This item has been put on the agenda because there 
had been instances in other LAF groups in which members had criminal convictions and when this 



had come to light it had put their LAF into the public eye (for the wrong reasons).   Therefore, it was 
discussed if a Declaration of Criminal Offences form should be part of the application pack.   
Members debated the issue, some thought it just added another layer of bureaucracy and what sort 
of criminal conviction could be relevant to LAF matters?  In the LAF group there is no money 
handling or contact with children or vulnerable people; so even if someone admitted to the worst 
crime you could imagine how would this have any bearing on debating or advising matters of public 
access to land.  However, the LAF is a public body and members should have the highest level of 
integrity. 
 
Vote took place: 4 were in favour for a Declaration form and 5 against – but it was noted that if the 
Isle of Wight Council thought this question should be included on new application forms then we 
must do this. 
 
4. IW Bridleway Group update 
 
Parkhurst Forest:   Tricia is still exploring the possibility of bridleway access in Parkhurst Forest 
over the route of Public Footpath N160 which runs from Whitehouse Road over private land / fields 
to meeting with Forestry Commission (FC) Land at Parkhurst Forest.  It proceeds along a muddy 
track then runs at the back of Sydenhams and the Waste Recycling Centre and eventually comes 
out at Forest Road at Tuckers Gate.  In the first instance Tricia plans to meet with Stan Abbot from 
FC in late spring / early summer to see if this can be taken forward from a FC point of view.  If this 
was something all landowners were agreeable too then it would require funding for a scheme to 
undertake surfacing and drainage to make this route suitable for cyclists (Alec advised cyclists do 
not tend to use this track because it is too muddy) and horse riders.  The benefits would be that a 
section of the busy Forest Road (A3054) could be bypassed and once into the FC land cyclists and 
equestrians could access the FC tracks and trails.   
 
Tricia advised horse riding is allowable in permitted FC land, such as Parkhurst Forest (not all FC 
land allows cycling or horse riding) but a permit from Toll Rides should be purchased.  Riders who 
have purchased a permit can be identified by a hatband being worn on their headgear.  Refer to the 
TROT website for the scales of fees http://www.tollrides.org.uk/ 
 
Slippery Roads:  Tricia is still engaged in talks with Island Roads (IR) regarding the new road 
surface which is being laid.  Because of the amount of recycled material within it, the surface has to 
have a larger quantity of binder which in turn gives a smoother surface.  Normally over time 
vehicular traffic wears away this smoother surface but on rural roads with less vehicle traffic this is 
not happening.  Island Roads have asked the bridleway’s group to give them a “horse map” of the 
roads riders frequently use.  From this information IR can then work out if recently resurfaced routes 
need extra gritting.  Tricia mentioned it was already common practice for Island riders to have road 
studs placed in horse shoes, but even with these there is still slipping and falling on the roads.  
Stephen mentioned he knew of a few of his motorcycle friends who had also fallen off, but had not 
reported the incidents.  This is a pity as Stephen Childs from IR had only told Tricia last week they 
had not had any reports or concerns from motorcyclist.  Tricia felt progress is starting to be made 
but it will be a very long ongoing exercise. 
 
Action - Cllr Fuller will ask his contacts to see if, via facebook, motorcycle groups can ask their 
members to report instances of falling off their bikes to IR in order that they can build up a map of 
locations where riders are having problems with the surface. 
 
Storm Damage.  Tricia had an article published in the County Press 28 February 2014 asking 
people to report problems as they come across them to the Rights of Way team. 
  
 
 
 



5. Public Rights of Way (PROW) update: 
 
Darrel advised that the team has been extremely busy since Christmas as the storms have caused 
all sorts of problems on the network.  There was currently about 25 paths closed as a result of 
storm damage and estimated that they have removed approximately 200 fallen trees.  A number of 
beach access steps and bridges have been washed away or damaged beyond repair.  Sections of 
the coastal path particularly along the Undercliff and Military Road have been lost to erosion but it is 
hoped that landowners will allow fencing to be moved inland to reinstate the paths.  Many paths are 
still very wet and muddy especially in rural areas and it will take many weeks of dry weather for 
conditions to improve.  The other more widespread problem is the washing away of path surfaces 
and heavy scouring creating gullies.  The Rights of Way Maintenance Officer has indicated that 
it is likely to take many months possibly years to repair all the damage.   
 
On a brighter note Rights of Way have managed to do some more positive work during this time, by 
the end of this month they will have completed 20 schemes funded by the LSTF including a scheme 
to improve the Coastal Path signage.  This has involved a survey of the existing signage by the Isle 
of Wight Ramblers followed by the ordering of signs and instructing contractors to do the work.  It is 
anticipated that by the end of this month approximately 275 additional coastal path signs will be put 
up and that it should then be possible to walk the route without a map. 
 
Three diversion orders have been made, one of which is at Tapnell and will improve the Isle of 
Wight Ramblers promoted easy access trail.   
 
It was asked if the Rights of Way budgets being reduced this year – No 
And is the coastal path at Gurnard closed – yes Public Footpath CS16 is closed and cannot be 
reopened.  Rights of Way are investigating diversion possibilities as a priority. 
 
6. LSTF Update and LSTF two 
 
Unfortunately, Will Ainslie (LSTF project manager) and Cllr John Medland could not attend the 
meeting but both had sent an email report giving updates to the schemes and bid. 
 
Members commented that it was unfortunate that the current LSTF had not been staffed correctly 
(just one person to run all the projects) and as such it was looking like not all desired outcomes will 
be achieved.  It was hoped lessons would be learned and if the LSTF two bid was successful it 
would have the necessary staffing so the aims could be met.   
 
Members were also concerned that the current Rights of Way network is disjointed and not enough 
importance was being put into linking them up and creating circular trails.  If the LSTF two was 
successful then some of the staffing revenue money should be put towards the Rights of Way team 
so they can employ someone to try and improve and allow the Rights of Way network to flourish on 
the Island which in turn would promote tourism.  Darrel did point out that if successful, LSTF two is 
only for one year (probably not enough time to achieve anything regarding improvement of routes 
and trails) and is solely revenue based. 
 
Vote took place and it unanimously voted to support Cllr Fuller in any request to ask for funds to 
employ a member for the Rights of Way team  
 
Acton:  Cllr Fuller to contact the Councillors involved in the LSTF two bid and make them aware 
the LAF would wish to see some of the LSTF two money be made available to employ a Rights of 
Way Team member. 
 
 
 
 



7. DEFRA Consultation – IW Coastal Path   
 
There is currently no update regarding the second round of consultation and we are still waiting for 
a decision to be made. 
 
8. Totland / Colwell Seawall Closure 
 
Helen Wood gave a presentation regarding the loss of the popular walk across the Colwell to 
Totland seawall defence/revetment.  In December 2012 a landslide destroyed the seawall and since 
this date the footpath over the concrete seawall has been closed.  Campaigners are keen to see the 
seawall repaired and the walk reinstated and had organised an online petition and circulated a 
paper petition locally.  In total they collected 4202 signatures and the petition was presented to the 
Council.  Due to the number of signatures this petition was heard at a full Council meeting at the 
end of February.  Comments from this meeting were extremely positive and it was unanimously 
voted to pass this to the Council’s Cabinet to decide if they can try and fund the project to repair / 
reinstate the sea defence.  
 
The presentation of the petition coincided with a report from consultants, Mott McDonald, who had 
been commissioned to look into the feasibility of reinstating the sea wall.  An open day was held 
and in excess of 300 people came along to look at the reports and speak to representatives of Mott 
McDonald and the IW Council’s Coastal Management team.   
 
Helen wished the LAF to be aware of the situation and how this is an important well loved and used 
route in the West Wight for both residents and tourists.  It was a flat walk and therefore appealed to 
people with mobility issues as well as being a strategic sea defence which protected homes above 
the cliff and a listed fort building which are now estimated to be lost within the next 10 years if the 
defence is not reinstated.  Helen advised damage is still continuing to occur but hoped that an 
interim pathway can be created over the landslip to bypass the damaged seawall whilst the debate 
regarding possible full reinstatement is concluded.  Helen had said she had met with Peter Marsden 
(IW Coastal Engineer) who had said the area could be levelled and a pathway created. 
 
Darrel mentioned that there was an alternative route on top of the cliff (although no sea views) 
along Public Footpath T1 and as part of the 2014/2015 Rights of Way capital programme this is set 
to be improved.  However, Helen advised the group this alterative route was horrible, narrow 
between fences and full of dog excrement. 
 
Vote the LAF unanimously supports the idea of a temporary path and Cllr Fuller asked Darrel if this 
could be achieved and if so what timescales would be involved.  Darrel said the Rights of Way team 
do not have the expertise within their department for creating a path over unstable ground such as 
this or the budget for a temporary reinstatement. 
 
Action – The LAF asks Rights of Way to investigate reinstating a temporary footpath at the earliest 
opportunity, depending on the land conditions improving. 
 
9. Chairman’s Update 
 
Mark advised the Police had asked everyone to be vigilant as there had been some major wood 
thefts happening all over the Island.  Mark made members aware of ash die back disease and 
wondered if the spread of this could be because of movement of timber.  Currently the utilities / 
contractors have three separate ways of working when it comes to disposing of wood, which are 
taking it way, burning on site or leaving on site and Mark felt it would be useful for all parties if there 
was a code of practice.  Jerry Willis the IW Council’s tree officer may be able to draft this. There 
was a debate as some members thought this was not necessary and the choice of method should 
be left to the contractor’s discretion rather than a document which may not be very helpful in 
individual situations. 



 
Action – The LAF to ask Jerry Will is to daft a sensible code of practice for the removal of wood 
from Highways / Rights of Way 
 
10. Any Other Business  
 
Jennine asked if anyone had any feedback for the upcoming annual review (the uncompleted form 
had been circulated beforehand) – no comments or feedback received 
 
David had noticed a sign adjacent to a field in Chillerton which read “Protected Land, No 
Trespassing” and asked what would this mean?   It was decided that it was probably just wording to 
mean no Public Right of Way.  
 
There was a range of leaflets and information on the desk to view which had been sent to members 
by email between the last and this meeting. 
 
11. Next meeting: 
 

The next meeting will be at 4pm on Thursday 5th June 2014 at Arreton Community Hall.   
 

End of Meeting 
 


