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To Whom It May Concern 
 
Children and Families Act 2014: Education, Health and Care assessment 
NAME & DoB  
 

We are writing to all young people who are in further education at the Isle of Wight College or 
other providers, who currently have a Learning Difficulty Assessment (S139a/S140) since they 
moved there from school. This document was to help ensure you get the support you need at 

College. 
 

In line with the new SEN changes that came into effect on 1 September 2014, we are in the 
process of replacing Learning Difficulty Assessments (s139a/s140) with a single Education, 
Health and Care (EHC) plan. The EHC plan will place much more emphasis on personal goals 

and outcomes and will describe the support you will receive whilst in education or training.  
Under the Children and Families Act 2014, you can now ask for us to re-assess your needs and 

transfer you on to the new Education and Health Care (EHC) Plan.  
 
If you do not want your Learning Difficulty Assessment (s139a/s140) transferred to an 

Education, Health and Care Plan, we will not go against your wishes and your support at college 
will continue under your current arrangements until 1 September 2016 when the Learning 

Difficulty Assessment (s139a/s140) will finish. I should make you aware that if you do not have 
an EHC Plan in place by the time you are 19 years old, funding for any courses you may want to 
study post 19 could become your responsibility.  

 
If you choose to move onto another college or training provider it may then be appropriate to 

look at a re-assessment of your needs under the new legislation. 
 
There is no need for you to ask for an EHC Plan at this stage and it is something you may want 

to discuss with your parents and/or college tutor.  
 

You may like to discuss the EHC plan with someone else. In addition to the services offered 
through Parent Partnership, People Matter IW is able to put you in touch with an Independent 
Supporter who can talk you through the process and help you with the paperwork. The 

Independent Support Team can be contacted by telephone (01983) 823898 (Monday to Friday, 
9.30am – 2.30pm), via email at independentsupport@peoplematteriw.org or via their website at 

www.peoplematter.iw.org/independent-support-service.   
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Please can you let us know your decision by 1 November 2014. If we haven’t heard from 
you by this time, we will assume that you do not wish for your Learning Difficulty 

Assessment (s139a/s140) to be transferred to an Education, Health and Care Plan.  

 
If you would like to apply for an EHC needs assessment, please contact me at sen@iow.gov.uk 

 
I look forward to hearing from you.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 
Katie Riley 
SEN Personal Adviser (Post 16) 
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