ISLE OF WIGHT
LEVEL OF NEEDS
INDICATORS

Children with High Level Needs
Children LAC - risk of becoming LAC/ child protection concerns
Acute medical needs/ children in immediate need of safeguarding

Actions at this level
Section 47/Core Assessment

Actions at this level
Referral to R & A for Initial Assessment.
Need for co-ordinated multi-agency

assessment and provision of services.

Children in Need
Children needing intensive assistance (Children Act Threshold)

Actions at this level
Individual/multi-agency response — early assessment and
intervention. Consult and/or refer to other agencies as

appropriate.

Vulnerable Children
Children and families needing extra support.

CHILDREN WITH
ADDITIONAL NEEDS

All families and children receiving universal services

Actions at this level
Time limited single action if action required

TIER 2
Single or multi agency response

These are children and young people
with ‘additional needs’ who would benefit
from extra help in order to make the best
of their life chances, whose health and
development may be adversely affected
without the intervention of preventative
services.

Their needs can often be met with a
single agency response, however the
support of other agencies may be
required.

CAF needs to be considered.

(Pre checklist to be completed if
appropriate. Interrogate Contact Point.)
If a child’s needs cannot be met by
universal or additional services (Tier 1 /
2) a CAF will evidence the need for
Targeted Intervention (Referral and
Assessment).




MATRICES OF NEED /| CONCERNS (Guide for Practitioners)

INDICATORS

CHILD’S DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS

CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS

HEALTH

= Child susceptible to minor
health problems increasing to
persistent minor health
problems — e.g. resulting in
less than 80% attendance at
school

= Minor concerns re diet /
hygiene / clothing

E = Inconsistent dental / eye care
<
N »  Vulnerability to mental health
- = Parents / carers who have
§ mental health / emotional /
% physical health difficulties
w =  Family breakdown /
o bereavement

= Missing some health

appointments

= Height / weight not
proportionate

PHYSICAL
HEALTH

=  Slow in reaching
developmental milestones




COMMUNICATION

SPECH AND
LANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT

EMOTIONAL AND
SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

CHILDREN AND YOUNG

PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS

Mild to moderate speech and /

or language difficulty which is

likely to have impact on child’s

ability to access educational

curriculum / social inclusion /

future attainment /

employment

Slow to develop first language

skills

Learning English as an

additional language

Some inappropriate sexual

behaviour

Access to drugs / alcohol /

tobacco

Experiencing some difficulties
with attachments

Child can find managing
change difficult

Not always able to understand
own actions impact on others
— experiencing difficulties in
coping / managing anger
frustration

May have difficulty with
emotional responses

Some behavioural difficulty in
family community

Not always involved in positive
social activities / school / peers
/ home / community — may
become involved in risk taking
behaviours

May have started
experimenting in substance
misuse




CHILDREN AND YOUNG

PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS
IDENTITY AND = Some insecurities around
SOCIAL identity / low self esteem
PRESENTATION = Child can be socially isolated,

potential rejection by family /
peers

= May experience bullying /
‘victim’ / ‘bully’ role

= May experience some mental
health difficulties

= Usually appropriate in
appearance and behaviour

= Inconsistent personal hygiene

= Normally confident in social
situations

= May have some difficulties in
behaviour with peer group

= Has some difficulties relating
to adults

= May have difficulty becoming
independent or may become
too independent for age




FAMILY AND SOCIAL
RELATIONSHIPS

SELF CARE SKILLS /
INDEPENDENCE

CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS

Relationship with carers may
face disruption

May have difficulties with
siblings

Some difficulties with peer
group - few positive
friendships

Some support from family
network

Some issues arising from life
events

Limited respite care within the
family / extended family

May have experienced some
caring responsibilities (Young
Carers)

Stresses within family
impacting on Child / Young
Person

Slow to develop age
appropriate self-care skills

Has some opportunity to gain
practical skills and confidence
Has some difficulty with
boundaries and limits
Disability limits amount of self-
care

Has access to and may be
misusing substances




CHILDREN AND YOUNG

PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS
LEARNING =  Some concerns around
development of skills

understanding / reasoning /
problem solving

= Inconsistent school
attendance — poor punctuality

= Mostly enjoys school and
participates in pre-school /
school activities

= Some concerns re home /
school link and carer / parental
interest in progress

= Has some identified learning
needs — placed on Early Years
/ School Action

= Has some skills / interests

= Limited participation / training /
employment post 16




PARENTING
CAPACITY

CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS

BASIC CARE / ENSURING SAFETY

Basic care not provided
consistently

Insufficient awareness  of
dangers to the Child / Young
Person

Parents engagement with
services inconsistent

Parent / carer has some
difficulty consistently acting on
parenting advice — may have
learning difficulty

Some difficulties with level of
supervision / use of safety
equipment

Young inexperienced parent
(s) with limited support

May make some inappropriate
childcare arrangements
Parents / carers may be
receiving assistance for mental
health / substance misuse
problems

Some incidents of domestic
abuse

Parents/ carers may be at risk
of offending behaviour




CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS

EMOTIONAL WARMTH / STABILITY

Parent / carer not always
warm or able to praise child
Starting to demonstrate
difficulties with attachments
Parents / carers own
emotional needs detracting
from their ability to parent
Child has some positive
relationship

Child may have different
carers

Poor home routines / frequent
house moves

Some relationship difficulties —
Child may be seen as problem

STIMULATION

GUIDANCE
BOUNDARIES

Child offered some new
experiences

Child has some opportunities
for success

Some access to play and
leisure facilities

May need help with promoting
independence / self
confidence of Child

Not always consistent with
discipline

Child may become involved in
anti-social behaviour




FAMILY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
FACTORS

CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS

FAMILY’S SOCIAL
INTEGRATION AND
COMMUNITY
RESOURCES

Parents / carers have some
conflicts or difficulties that can
involve the children

Some extended family support
Same difficulties with sibling
relationships

Family having some difficulty
managing loss / separation
experience with child

Child may be witnessing some
domestic incidents

Temporary disruption to family
life

Some family relationship
difficulties

WIDER FAMILY

Limited community support
Encounters some form of
prejudice / discrimination from
family / peers / wider
community

Encounters some verbal racist
abuse and prejudice from
family / peers [/ wider
community

May have difficulties
accessing local services

Some support from friends
and family

Family has some supportive
network




CHILDREN AND YOUNG

PEOPLE WITH ADDITIONAL
NEEDS
HOUSING = Adequate housing
EMPLOYMENT = Periods of unemployment of
AND FINANCIAL the wage earning parent
CONSIDERATIONS = Low income

May need budget advice

THESE INDICATORS ARE NOT STAND ALONE, THEY ONLY OFFER GUIDANCE AND SHOULD ALWAYS BE SUPPORTED BY
PROFESSIONAL JUDGEMENTS, CLEAR DECISION MAKING AND ADVICE AND REFERENCE FROM WORKING TOGETHER
AND LSCB GUIDANCE.

Sara Perkins — August 2008



