
 

 
Secondary Matters  

Welcome... 
....to Secondary Matters, a termly magazine dedicated to providing information, 
guidance and resources to support practitioners working in Isle of Wight secondary 
schools. 
 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
most recent National Strategies publications and highlighted resources and examples of 
effective practice that we hope you will find both interesting and useful. 
 

We welcome opportunities to celebrate good practice and provision in secondary schools 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀǘ 
peter.newill@iow.gov.uk.  The deadline for submitting articles for the summer term 
edition is the last day of this term (Friday 8th April). 
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POWERFUL LEARNING CONFERENCE 
 

Over 600 secondary teachers from Island 
middle and high school attended the 
Powerful Learning Conference held last 
October as part of the common CPD day.   
 

The conference was organised by the Learning 
and Achievement Division and ran at two 
venues: Cowes Yacht Haven and Medina High 
School.  Its aim was to stimulate thinking 
about outstanding learning and teaching, 
innovative approaches to curriculum 
development and the impact of curriculum 
innovation on improving standards. 
 

Delegates welcomed the opportunity to listen 
to presentations from Colin Peak and 
inspirational national speaker Crichton 
Casbon.  For the remainder of the day, 
delegates attended briefings and CPD sessions 
organised by the new secondary providers. 
 

Feedback from those attending was very positive and included comments such as  
 

ά/ǊƛŎƘǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ - I was particularly interested in the elements that contribute to powerful learning 
experiences and the real examples he gave of these in practiceΦέ 
ά¢ƘŜ ǎƭƛŘŜǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ DǳƛƴŜŀ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ-provoking.  It really made you reflect 
ƻƴ ŜƳōŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ ΨCƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΩΦέ 

 

Peter Newill, Commissioner for Secondary Education, was delighted at the success of the day: 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 
in ensuring the success of our school reorganisation is vital.  This conference demonstrated that there is a real passion and 
commitment to developing the best education system possible for young people on the Island.  It enabled school leaders and 
teachers to explore thinking and ideas together and provided a genuine opportunity to reflect on priorities, look outwards at 
leading edge practice and consider effective and dynamic approaches to 21st ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦέ 

mailto:peter.newill@iow.gov.uk


  

 
HRH The Princess Royal opens the new sixth 

form at The Isle of Wight College  

On 1st October 2010, HRH The Princess Royal opened the new sixth form centre at The Isle of Wight College.  Peter 
Thompson, Assistant Principal at The Isle of Wight College describes what was the day was really like: 

 

CƛǊǎǘƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ άōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻƻƭƛŜέ ǎƻ ƴŜǊǾŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƧŀƴƎƭƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
to whether or not she could make it.  Reassurance came from her security team 
ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōŀŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ IwI ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΗέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŘǳŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ŜŀŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
a further message from security that she had arrived at the first appointment.  
The arrival at College was most impressive as three highly polished, gleaming cars 
pulled in at the starting point begging the question how they managed to still look 
so perfect in that weather!  They were certainly using a better brand of car wax 
than I do!  Despite the atrocious weather, many students had still gathered at the 
drier locations to greet the arrival and the Princess waved from underneath her 
umbrella and after meeting local dignitaries, sat down for lunch in the College 
restaurant . 
                                                                                                                                                        
¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ 

there was much relief when word was passed down that she had asked for second helpings of Isle of Wight sourced produce to take 
home with her for the flight back to Gloucester.  (I had expected it to be good, after the hours and hours of checking the menu was just 
right!!!)  During lunch she visited the Restaurant kitchens and met the students who had prepared the meal.  However, we were now 
behind the meticulously planned and rehearsed schedule but only because the Princess spoke to all the students and showed a keen 
interest in their work and course.  As she proceeded to visit the Graphic Design studios and the Horticulture greenhouses the schedule 
was becoming totally blown; the Princess continued to spend time with all the students, chatting about their courses, their career 
ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ άōƭǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘέΧΦ  ǎƘŜ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƛƴŘǿŜŜŘ ŀǊound 
ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘΦ  {ƛƎƘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŀƭƭ ǊƻǳƴŘΦ 
 

But on we marched towards f6rm, and a longer walk through worsening weather, but there were still lots of students around to cheer her 
through.  Her arrival at the new block was met with a crowd of rain sodden and cold local and regional media waiting outside the block 
as well as the new staff and students of f6rm, waiting warm and dry just inside the reception.  There was again much relief when the 
plaque unveiling went ahead without the curtains falling down or falling off the wall and once again she had time to speak to all the 
guests before visiting the classrooms to meet and chat to the students again.  A perfect end to the visit involved a gift of flowers from 
/ŜǊȅǎ όŀƎŜŘ рύΣ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ wǳǘƘ !Ŏǘƻƴ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŦсǊƳΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ όŀƴŘ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǎƻǳƴŘ ōƛǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ŜǊȅǎ  άŀƳ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻƛng to meet 
ŀ ǊŜŀƭ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎΚΧ ŀƘΗύΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ IwI ǿŀǎ ƎƻƴŜΣ ŎŀǊǎ still looking perfect. 
 

Weeks and weeks of planning, months of building but f6rm was now officially open.  But the best memories of the day were the reactions 
of everyone who met the Princess.  Praise was unanimous.  Everyone who met with her commented about how interested she was, how 
much she knew and how warm and kind she was.  She had truly done her homework and was exceptionally well briefed about us and the 
work undertaken.  Delightful was the consensus. 
 

L ŀƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǳǊŜ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŘƻƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ was Derek 
ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǊ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŘƻƻǊΧaƳƳƳƳΦ  L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ L Řƻ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ of 
meeting HRH Princess Anne.  She did us all proud.  A wonderful lady. 

 

The new 6form centre offers a choice of 34 different A Level subjects.  The £5m building provides teaching accommodation for A Level 
delivery including science laboratories, art rooms, high specification Apple Mac suite, PC suite, dark room, general teaching spaces, 
social areas and staff offices.  It includes features and concepts for sustainability such as rain water harvesting, biodiversity and the 

use of green materials, targeting a high BREEAM sustainability rating.                                                                                                                                   

www.6form.org/ 
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bƛŎƪƛ aƻōƭŜȅΣ !ŎǘƛƴƎ IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǘ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ƛƎƘǘ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ²ƛŎƪŜŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŜƴǊƛŎƘment 
project: 
 

West Wight Middle School has delivered a creative curriculum model in Years 5 and 7 for the last 3 years.  This is an approach used by many 
schools both on the Isle of Wight and nationally.  It is based on the personal, learning and thinking skills (PLTS) framework which introduces a 
range of qualities and skills needed for success in learning and life.  
The PLTS framework has been developed and refined over a 
number of years in consultation with employers, parents, schools, 
students and the wider public.    
 

This year, following consultation with staff and governors, West 
Wight introduced a different creative curriculum model to 
encourage pupils to use their skills and knowledge across the 
curriculum and in new contexts.  On Wednesday afternoons, 
pupils work in mixed-age groups of about 15 members.  They 
spend 2 hours a week for a 3 week period involved in a fun 
activity.  These are aimed at developing a range of skills and knowledge that are often not covered by the usual National Curriculum subject 
areas.  Activities on offer during the autumn term have included orienteering, gardening, electronics, Eco-Warriors, German and textiles. 

 

A big part of the reason behind our choice of activities this year is that we 
want to encourage our pupils to attend school and enjoy their lessons by 
doing something different and, hopefully, fun.  Also, our staff have many 
talents which we want to support them in passing on.  Their enthusiasm 
often gets the children interested in something which is completely new. 
 

For further information, please contact Nicki Mobley by 
Email at nmobley@westwightmiddle.iow.sch.uk or by telephone 
on 01983 753103. 
 
For further information on personal, learning and thinking skills go 
to: http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/skills/plts  

Wendy Saunders led the Outsider Art activity 
during the autumn term: 
 

ΨhǳǘǎƛŘŜǊ !ǊǘΩ is made by people who have had no formal training in the arts, but 
who are passionate about creating things.  The art tends to be displayed in the 
ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ 
ǳǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ΨǊŜΩ ƻǊ ΨǳǇΩ ŎȅŎƭŜŘΦ  
As a starting point, we looked at work that has been produced by some of these 
artists as well as the colourful, striking buildings designed by the architects 
Antonio Gaudi and Friedensreich Hundertwasser.  The 
students then worked in school to model fantastic 
buildings using a wide range of recycled materials.  This 
gave them the opportunity to apply their 3-D 
construction skills.   
 

!ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
architecture, these sessions helped to develop their 
ability to work cooperatively with members of different 
year groups.  The skills they have used include;  
negotiation, compromise, planning, time management, 
peer mentoring and leadership.  The ideas that they have 
explored include; democracy, the role of art in society, as 
well as environmental issues.  Last but not least, the 
students gained a great deal in terms of self-esteem from 
working in such a free and creative way to achieve 
excellent results that they are justifiably proud of.  

 

άtǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜΥ 

more interested in discovering things for themselves 

more open to new ideas 

keen to work with others 

willing to work beyond lesson time when pursuing an idea or vision. 
 

As a result, their pace of learning, levels of achievement and self-esteem 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦέ  
 

Source  -  Curriculum - QCDA 

Team building activities with the Eco-Warriors. 

Wicked Wednesdays at 

West Wight Middle School  
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 BACKING BUSINESS 
 
 

 

Cowes High School was awarded Business and Enterprise Status in September 2009. The following is an update 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎƳΥ 
 

A key element in the development of the Business and Enterprise specialism at Cowes involved a focus on 
making learning real and reflecting real life through the support of community and business partners. To achieve 
this, the school works collaboratively with a wide range of local businesses such as BAE, GKN, Liz Earle and 
Strainstall and has been supported by Business Link, the Isle of Wight Economic Partnership and the Chamber of 
Commerce through Young Chamber.  
 

These employers and organisations helped the school develop the content of courses that mirrored the requirements of industry 
and advised on how the future development of the curriculum could be shaped for the benefit of the students. They still work very 
ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ΨƭƛǾŜΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
students to work on and act as mentors to individual students where support is 
needed for their coursework and other such activities. These activities seek not 
only to support the students at Cowes High but, as the Pathfinder vision 
promotes, the wider community. 
 

In particular, the Business, Administration and Finance Diploma students have 
gained a lot of experience throughout their course in working with businesses 
and in working with local schools. Last year, through a collaborative approach 
between Cowes High and the Young Chamber, an enterprise competition was 
rolled out to seven local middle and primary schools to encourage younger 
students to use their entrepreneurial skills to improve their own schools. 
Students from Cowes High, supported by local employers worked with primary 
and middle school students to develop and promote their ideas and then put 
them into practice, recognising and developing the skills of presenting an idea, budgeting and negotiation. The project has 
continued this year with students studying the Higher Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance taking their newly gained 
business skills into Cowes Primary School to support Key Stage 2 children in setting up a school tuck shop. This included writing a 
business plan, preparing budgets, visiting the cash & carry and marketing their enterprising endeavours to ensure the tuck shop 
makes a profit! 

 

Other enterprising students at Cowes have entered national competitions to pit their ideas 
and business skills against business teams from other schools. Two teams, mentored by 
local business volunteers, are participating in Young Enterprise raising finance, developing 
a new product or service and trade with real customers in the local community and 
beyond. The teams include students studying the IT Diploma designing, producing and 
ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ άƎƻƻŘȅέ ōŀƎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ΨŎƻƴǎǳƳŀōƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 
comprising students from across a wide range of curriculum areas in the school who have 
designed and made travel bags for young children ready for trading at local ferry terminals.  
 

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ǉƻǎǘ мс ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LC{Τ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ ΨLƴǾŜǎǘƻǊ 
/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΩ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻŎƪ {ǘƻŎƪ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
across the country to make the most profit from their investments; others have 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ²ŜŜƪ Ψ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΩ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

competition where the demonstration of entrepreneurial skills and prowess are assessed on a national basis. 
 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ά9Ŏƻ LǎƭŀƴŘέ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ 5ŀȅ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ [ŜǾŜƭ о .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ event 
ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ¸ŜŀǊ ф ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά5ǊŜŀƳ LǎƭŀƴŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘŀƳōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜd 
by four sixth form students with each one managing a section of the day. Three key themes of community, school and leisure were 
explored. Overall, 15 teams took part with students coming up with ideas for their dream leisure centre, youth centre and 
classroom. Participating students won prizes during the day for teamwork, communication and creativeness. Business mentors 
volunteered to support each of the particular themes and shared their industry knowledge with the students as well as acting as 
judges during the event. 
 

/ƻǿŜǎ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŜŜǎ Ψ9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻphy that 
that can involve, influence and draw from all subject areas. Cowes is, therefore, constantly striving to find new and exciting 
opportunities that mean working with employers, industry and local partners to ensure students see their skills developing in what 
is a very competitive world. 

Working with Key Stage 2 children at Cowes Primary 
School. 
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14-19 Diploma and Foundation Learning 

Andrew Briggs, Commissioning Manager for 14-19, presents a selection of case studies on 
the new Diplomas and Foundation Learning.  

Business, Administration and Finance  
Toby Rumsey 
Toby Rumsey is a student at Cowes High School and has successfully completed the Level 2 
(Higher) Diploma in Business, Administration and Finance. Since achieving his Diploma                            
Toby has progressed into the 6th form and is now studying BTEC National Business Studies,                
!Ω ƭŜǾŜƭ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ !Ω ƭŜǾŜƭ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴŎȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ¢ƻōȅ ƘƻǇŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
to study a degree in Business and then work his way to a high level job working in business, but 
more specifically finance or financial management. Toby chose Additional Specialist Learning in 
Enterprise Capabilities and Digital Applications. He wanted something that would not only                
support his principal learning and provide him with some  practical skills, but would also add 
value to his learning and support his progress towards 6th form and university. The qualifications 
chosen suited this well. His IT skills developed considerably supporting the completion of his 
work and his confidence and determination to tackle activities and think his way through                  
problems was clearly influenced by his improved understanding about enterprise and the skills used to become a  successful                     
entrepreneur.   
                                                                

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƪŜȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ¢ƻōȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ CƛǊǎǘƭȅΣ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ  ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻf subjects 
that would be transferable in later life. The methods of study and learning were not like any traditional GCSE, it involved meeting 
and working with lots of employers, getting their advice and support as an individual and gave students a really good                                
understanding of  business. There was every opportunity to try things out and run activities, learning from mistakes in a positive 
environment.  Finally, it really helped with time management and personal organisation, particularly completing the Diploma in 
one year, collating the documents for the project and ensuring all the aspects of the coursework was covered through the                        
activities completed and the portfolio work. 

Creative and Media  
Hannah Wood  
Hannah is currently at Sandown High School studying the Level 2 Diploma in 
Creative and  Media and intends to stay at school in the 6th form to study                
A' levels with ambition to attend a professional drama school after her exams.  
 

IŀƴƴŀƘΩǎ Additional Specialist Learning  subjects are Photography and Employability & Personal Development. Hannah has                  
always enjoyed photography as a hobby and wanted to learn more about it, so choosing  it as her ASL gave her the skills to                   
develop the interest. The employability and  personal development enabled her to take the time to research careers and different 
pathways in order to work towards her personal career goals.  
 

The Creative and Media principal learning is split between Isle of Wight College, Medina High School and Ryde High. The travel 
between sites has given Hannah the chance to see other schools/college and to use the different resources available at the             
different sites.  
 

Hannah has covered a wide range of subjects through the principal learning and has found it very interesting. She is  particularly 
pleased to have been given the chance to experience different aspects of the Creative and Media Industry. Hannah has found that 
there is a lot of theory within this qualification but has welcomed the opportunity to research the different subjects. The project 
element of the qualification has involved making a sculpture which was very practical and rewarding.  
 

Hannah has gained a lot of experience working with others and feels that she has gained transferable skills. As a result of the                 
Diploma Hannah has decided that she will definitely pursue a career in Performing Arts.  

 

Chw ahw9 LbChwa!¢Lhb w9[!¢LbD ¢h 5Lt[ha!Ω{ ±L{L¢Υ  
www.direct.gov.uk/diplomas 

Diploma Business field 
trip to Barcelona  
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FOUNDATION LEARNING  

 

{ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŜƎŀƴ b/C9 [ŜǾŜƭ м ƛƴ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ /ǊŀŦǘ ƛƴ !Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘǳƳƴ 
Term of 2009.  It was introduced as it was felt that this qualification was more accessible for some of 

the students at the school, especially as there is no exam to undertake.  Previously the school had taught GCSE Art and for some 
this is still appropriate; however, for those students who find the written content and the exam challenging, the school found that 
there was no suitable progression route in the area of Art following their achievement at entry level.  The NCFE Level 1 course 
gives teachers flexibility to produce creative schemes of work suited to the needs of the students.  

 
¢ƻƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  He achieved NCFE Level 1 Creative Craft 
in Art and Design in June 2010  Tom said, ΨLǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΤ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƴ 
because I could do topics that I enjoyed. I feel proud and happy about my level 
мΦΩ  ¢ƻƳΩǎ aǳƳ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ ΨL ŀƳ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ мΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŀǊǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΗΩ 
 

Carol Ann Eades, Art Coordinator says of his achievement, ΨWhen I suggested this 
course Tom was motivated and this spurred him on to work more independently 
and develop his research skills.  He became more inquisitive, trying out new 
ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜΦΩ 

 

 

For further information on 14-19 
learning, please contact:  

 

Andrew Briggs 
Commissioning Manager for 
14-19  

 
(01983) 533523 ext 191 
andrew.briggs@iow.gov.uk  

Update on 14-19 Curriculum 
 

Delivered by: Phil Higgins and Andrew Briggs 
 

Wednesday 16th February 2011  
Wednesday 25th May 2011 

 

3.30pm to 5.30pm 
Red Room, Thompson House. 

 

Please contact Workforce Development to book your place. 
 

Hair and Beauty Studies 
Alice Raynor  

 

Alice is a student at Ryde High School and is studying a Diploma in Hair and Beauty Studies.  
Following completion of this qualification Alice plans to do a hairdressing apprenticeship at The 
Isle of Wight College and achieve her NVQ3.  Once achieved she plans to go to Solent University 
to study fashion styling.  Alice has opted for Additional Specialist Learning in Photography BTEC 
L2 and Employability and Personal Development L2.  She chose these ASL options as she has 

always had an interest in photography and finds she is able to be 
creative with it.  Photography is also appropriate to her ambition to 
become a fashion stylist. The ASL in Employability, whilst a different 
style of learning, has given Alice the opportunity to focus on future 
aspirations and career pathways. 
 

Alice considers that the Diploma has been a really positive experience 
for her and whilst there has been more theory than she expected, has 
not found this to be negative as she enjoys the subject content.  Alice feels she has acquired some 
basic hair and beauty practical skills which she hopes will be of use in the future.  

 

The Diploma has given Alice the opportunity to personalise her learning to suit her aspirations of becoming a fashion stylist.   
Alice chose ASL subjects that complemented her studies and her choice of project has focussed on the fashion side of the hair 
and beauty industry. 
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 NEW  NATIONAL PUBLICATIONS  
  

 
Publication Reference: 00464-2010PDF-EN-01  
This publication has been created to support English subject leaders and teachers in developing drama in  
English. Topics covered include advice on the route to improving standards in English through drama,                 
methods of gathering and analysing information and suggested teaching approaches 

Developing drama in English: A handbook for English subject leaders and teachers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                      

Publication Reference: DFE-RR061 

The aim of this survey was to provide Ministers with information about the opinions of parents on a range of 
issues focusing on their role as parents, and in particular their confidence as parents and views about the 
services that they or their children use. The questionnaire and this report were structured around a series of 
parental confidence themes created by the former DCSF to provide guidance for this survey. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publication Reference: 624-4 
 

This publication is aimed at year 10 and 11 students. It provides information about the options available to 
them, helping them make decisions relating to their post-16 phase of learning. 
 

It's Your Choice 2010-2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Publication Reference: 625-1 
 

This publication is aimed at the Year 9 cohort. It provides information for pupils to assist them with their 
subject choices and qualifications in Key Stage 4. 

  

Publication Reference: 626-8 
 

This guide aims to help teachers, tutors and advisers assist students with their Key Stage 4 and post-16 
choices and to make the most of the 'Which Way Now?' and 'It's Your Choice' publications. 

Practitioners' Guide 2010-2011 

                     What you need, when you need it 
 

 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 9ŀǊƭȅ ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛons 
on this website. 

View, download and order publications quickly and easily by browsing the categories to the left, including most recent and             
most popular publications, or by using the search box. 

This website also links directly into our ordering hotline and distribution centre. 

If you register as a user you can order hard copies - paper-based, CDs, DVDs, etc. - some of which are free. You'll also receive email 
alerts about the latest items available. 
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 Mathematics 
This has been another busy start to the year for the maths team. We have set up our Island 

wide VLE, started the new style networking and CPD meetings and had schools working 
with the Enigma project. 

The Enigma Project 

 
James Grime, from Cambridge University, came to the Isle 
of Wight recently, bringing with him an  authentic Enigma  
Machine. 
 

His entertaining lecture to hundreds of students from Island 
schools included a history of espionage and war-time tales 
of how the Enigma Machine was developed and how the 
Enigma code was finally cracked. 
 

Students were riveted as they were introduced to                
simple code breaking and inspired when Mr Grime              
invited them to apply for a job as a spy when they left 
school. The students, some of whom took part in a                              
workshop later in the day, left enlightened as to the many 
uses of Mathematics in the outside world.           
 

¢ƘŜȅ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ aŀǘƘǎΩΗ 

 
 
 
 
 

Ensuring the effective use of resources within a department to meet the demands of the                                        
Secondary mathematics curriculum 

 

At Medina High school we have been taking part in a project run by NCETM (National Centre for Excellence in Teaching                
Mathematics) focusing on what makes CPD effective when introducing new resources into a department. We decided to focus 
on use of technology as we have some good resources such as pupil voting systems and graphical calculators which were not 
being widely used across the whole department. 
 

We found that CPD was effective for maths teachers when: ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέΣ ά²Ŝ ŦŜƭǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘέΣ 
ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜέΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘέΣ ά²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘέΦ 
 

I had tried previously to introduce these resources into the department but with limited success, according to the teachers this 
was for a number of reasons: ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪέ ς there had been issues initially with the driver being installed in one 
classroom only. ά²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊέΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ              
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǳǎŜ ƛǘέΦ 
 

So this time we had the drivers working in all the classrooms, we set up lessons as teachers so were fully familiar with how the 
equipment worked and we set a deadline by which it had to be used in a classroom. The project was so successful that we have 
to use booking out sheets to ensure the pupil voting system is available and will be purchasing a second set. It has been               
particularly beneficial to middle ability boys who benefit from the competitive nature of the devices. 
 

Pupils said: άLǘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǘǿƛǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǘƘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƛƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέΣ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ !ŎǘƛǾƻǘŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ LǘΩs 
ŀƭǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŦǳƴέΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜople 
found a question easy then they could compete to get the answer quickest but for people like me who are a bit slower at working 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘέΦ 
 

We are adapting our approach to CPD in maths as a result of the project undertaken and are continuing to experiment with new 
approaches to maths learning. 
Jane Griffiths Medina High School 

Code Breaking on the Isle of Wight 

James Grime from the University of                    
Cambridge presents  on the history of codes 

and code-breaking at Carisbrooke High 
School.. 
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Maths is flavour of the month  

Ice Cream Maths at Sandham Middle School 
Vanilla was just one of the flavours of the week available to KS3 pupils at Sandham Middle School as they took part 
in extended learning activities prior to the October half term holiday. The activities were based around some of the 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tC9DΩǎ aƻƴŜȅ ²ŜŜƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŎŜ ŎǊŜŀƳ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ǎƘŀǇŜǎΣ 
flavours and varieties. Cross-curricula links were made with several subject areas including English and Food                        
Technology to provide pupils with a richer and wider learning environment than they would normally associate with 
maths. The week began with all Key Stage 3 pupils having an ice cream cornet, expertly served by their maths                      
teachers.  Whilst the pupils ate the ice cream and its cornet (a great hook to begin an activity with), teachers explained 
the maths activities they would be attempting in the remaining 3 ½ maths lessons. 

 

Year 7 
 

The Year 7 focus was on  costing and making 
(Food Technology)  ice cream. In maths the 
pupils had a clear purpose to learn, and then 
apply, their knowledge of ratio and proportion 
to help in planning for and making ice cream; 
and then to cost the ingredients in order to 
identify how much they would have to sell 
their ice creams for.  All pupils worked hard in 
choosing an ice cream recipe and working out 
how much of the ingredients they would need 
to make 500ml, 1ltr and 2ltrs of their chosen 
flavour.   

 
 
When it came to costing  their recipes and for their quantities the pupils had to decide whether the ice cream would be made 
from organic or natural ingredients and whether the flavours would be natural or artificial.  They were quite surprised to see the 
different costings that came out.  Unfortunately, as the freezer broke down, the actual making of the ice cream will be in the              
summer tem. I for one  am looking forward to eating several of the more exotic flavours. 
 

Year 8 
 

Year 8 pupils had an  enterprise based focus for the 
week.  In groups of 4 they had to prepare a                                    
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ά.ŀƴƪ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ                       
convince him to lend money for the group to start up 
an ice cream manufacturing, sales and distribution 
business.  The amount of mathematical work (shape, 
volume, ratio and proportion, costing, budget accounts 
and profit and loss to name a few) which went into 
their A0 presentation boards was staggering.  This 
range of activities and the way in which the pupils 
worked out their solutions to their problems gave a lot 
evidence for APP, and also helped to identify individual 
and group strengths and weaknesses in maths and 
other areas such as PLTS. A a marketing board which 
gave real purpose for their writing and ideas as they 
could use some of the ideas in their presentations    
gave a link to English 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tC9DΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ όwww.pfeg.org) and I know 
ōƻǘƘ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǊŜƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǘƘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ΨǊŜŀƭ-ƭƛŦŜΩ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘowed 
clearly their problem solving skills and abilities. 
 

Les Lockey     
Sandham Middle School 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Maths Learning Centre: Carisbrooke High School  
 

CPD sessions open to all Maths teachers: 
Wednesday 9th February  (focus on fractions, ratio and percentages)  
Wednesday 23rd March        (topic to be published in advance)   
Wednesday 18th May (topic to be published in advance)  
Wednesday 22nd June  (topic to be published in advance)  
 
 

Problem solving:  
There are still a few places left on the Hampshire CC run course ς email 
Ione for details dicrossley@tiscali.co.uk 
   

As well as some input on the advantages and pedagogy of problem         
solving in the classroom you have the added advantage of being able to 
share ideas with teachers from a wide variety of schools. 
 

COMING SOON 
Aimhigher sessions. We will be offering GCSE revision sessions to High 
schools in a similar format to last year, and run with the assistance of 
student ambassadors from the University of Portsmouth. Dates will be in 
March. A letter will be going out to schools soon. 
 

Enigma Project. We are working with the Enigma project to bring this 

great activity back, this time for Year 8 students. Dates will be                      

confirmed soon and invite letters out to schools in January. 

Secondary Maths                 
Learning Group 

For maths subject leaders  
and teachers 

Network Meetings 

Wednesday 26th January 2011 
(focus on assessment and assessing) 

Wednesday 6th April 2011 
Wednesday 25th May 2011* 
Wednesday 6th July 2011*  

* possible date for a maths show-case 
These sessions are open to all maths teachers and focus 
on different topics linked to pedagogy and managing 

the curriculum. 
 

All meetings will take place at Carisbrooke 
High School from3.30pm to 5.30pm 

 
 

Please contact Workforce Development  
to book your place. 

Information Update  
 

NCETM funding: NCETM have funds available for regional projects, which could involve a group of teachers working together on 
some form of classroom research or preparation for the reorganisation. Later in the year (after March 31st!) they are looking to be 
able to have funds to set up more maths knowledge Networks so if you are enjoying sharing ideas and resources these funds could 
support you with room hire and some cover time to do that. 
 

ATM or MA:  both of these organisations encourage local networking. There are branches in Hampshire, Portsmouth etc. and we 
could apply for support in establishing a more local branch that could meet regularly here. 
 

STARTING OR COMPLETING AN MA: The University of Chichester have offered to run MA modules here, to save you having to 
make the long trip over. So far we have four very keen people, but really need 10 to make it economically viable so if you would 
like to do this, while the cost is still subsidised by DfE, then get in touch. 
 

MATHS SHOWCASE: Professor Celia Hoyles OBE, director of the National Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics, who 

sponsored the course we ran last year, has heard about the activities we have been running and would like to see more of the 

maths that is going on in schools across the Isle of Wight. More details to follow when the date  has been decided, probably late 

May. 

 

 

National Strategies:  As you are aware the National Strategies contract finishes on 31st march 2011. The best used resources are 
going to be transferred to a new site and will still be available; in addition, the  learning centre is also holding copies so please let 
us know if there are things you would like electronic versions of. There are two new sets of resources: some CPD modules                      
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/196921?uc=force_uj and some helpful intervention ideas for functional skills 
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/455373 . These are designed to give ideas for helping students overcome 
common issues such as not being able to give clear explanations of steps followed. 
Bowland maths has now brought out 35 assessment tasks, short activities that can be used to stimulate discussion, enhance      
problem solving or be used for APP linked assessment. http://www.bowland.org.uk/assessment/tasks.htm 

 

 We are extending the maths VLE site almost weekly.  
 

https://www.school -portal.co.uk/GroupHomepage.asp?GroupId=1003266 
 

Resources from our meetings and links to useful websites are all being added so please keep looking and let us know if there is 
anything else we should be putting up there. 
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 English 

 

Wednesday 12th January 2011 
KS4 C/D borderline  

strategies and interventions that make the difference. 
 

Wednesday 26th January 2011 
Effective teaching and learning at KS5  

for teachers wishing to gain experience of the skills required to                             
teach at KS5. 

 

Wednesday  2nd February 
Effective teaching and learning at KS5  

for teachers wishing to gain experience of the skills required to                             
teach at KS5 

 

Wednesday 9th February 2011 
Ethnic Minority Achievement  

strategies to enhance narrowing the gaps for ethnic minorities. 
 

Wednesday 16th February 
Secondary English Learning Group  

moving English forwards in a local context 
 

Wednesday 9th March 
Struggling Readers at Key stage 3  

 

Wednesday 16th March 2011 
Introduction to P4C (Philosophy for Children). 

 

Wednesday 23rd March 
Secondary English Learning Group 

 

Wednesday 6th April 
Introduction to P4C (Philosophy for Children) 

 
 

Flyers will be sent to schools prior to the course taking place 
and will contain more detailed agenda and venue 

information as arranged. 

Secondary English 
Learning Group 

 
 

For English subject leaders and 
teachers 

 
 

Wednesday 16th February 2011 
Wednesday 23rd March 2011 
Wednesday 25th May 2011  
Wednesday 29th June 2011  

 

from 3.30pm to 5.30pm  
 

You will be notified of the venue in advance of                                            
the meeting.  

 

Please contact Workforce 
Development  

to book your place. 

 

Secondary English Learning Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Learning Centre for Secondary English has enjoyed its first term working with colleagues in Middle and High 
schools in order to support and develop English. The Learning Centre has hosted a series of training and meeting 
events that have enabled staff to identify action points for the year ahead and share best practice with other schools. 
We have also been involved in supporting individual schools with their own planning and areas of development and 
this will continue to be a focus for the Spring Term.  As always we aim to provide meetings and training that are                 
relevant to  current needs and a large part of the meeting time for this term has been devoted to planning for                     
progression across Key Stage 3 and 4 that will allow schools to focus on transition as schools head into the final phase 
of re-organisation. Please see details of planned meetings and trainings for this term.   

 
We look forward to seeing you at these events. 

Spring Term  
2011 
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Progression maps 
 

Revised English Progression Maps 
 

The original progression maps were published in 2006 as part of a suite of materials designed to support                                  
intervention in secondary schools.  The purpose was to support teachers in designing tailored support for pupils 
whose progress was causing concern.   
 

In Spring 2010, a revised version of the maps were made available to: 
Add speaking and listening 
Link the maps explicitly to APP 
Add an additional level 
Link to GCSE grades 
Add assessment focus 7 in reading 
Respond to the outcomes of consultation with users 

Provide overview booklets as guides 
 

The main use of the revised maps is to support tailored intervention in main lessons by: 
Suggesting curricular targets for learners at a given stage of development 
Exemplifying relevant teaching and learning 

  Referencing other materials and resources that could help 
 

The explicit linkage with APP is achieved through: 
National Curriculum levels and GCSE equivalents 
Curricular targets linked to specific assessment focuses at each level 
Teaching and learning exemplification for each target area 

 

To access the maps go to: 

 
 

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/secondary/intervention/progressionmaps/english 

Useful Resources for Planning for 
Progression. 
 

These booklets contain objectives and               
teaching ideas that link directly with the               
Renewed Framework for Secondary English and 
include ideas for building, applying and securing 
skills.   
 

They can be downloaded online in a PDF                
format from the DFE website. 
 

http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/ 
 

Teaching for progression: Reading 
(Ref:00750-2008PDF-EN-01) 
 

Teaching for progression: Writing 
(Ref:00750-2008PDF-EN-02) 
 

Teaching for progression: Speaking and listening 
(Ref:00750-2008PDF-EN-03) 
 

Teaching for progression: Teaching spelling 
(Ref:00750-2008PDF-EN-04) 
 

Grammar for reading and writing 
(Ref:00655-2008PDF-EN-01) 
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 Science 
Jackie Clegg from Medina High School provides an update on the work 
of the Learning Centre for Secondary Science: 
 
We would like to start with a big thank you to all the science staff that 
have given their time and provided resources for our meetings.              
It has been both rewarding and enjoyable to experience the 
development of the Learning Centre for Secondary Science.  
 

During the Autumn term we held two network meetings at Medina 
where visiting speakers informed us of matters such as establishing 
working groups, registering with the Science Learning Centre South 
East, the pedagogical implications for the new GCSE, introduction to 
KS4 for middle school teachers and an introduction to our VLE.  
 

On Wednesday 10th November 18 science teachers visited the Science 
Learning Centre in Southampton.  We enjoyed a tour of the science 
department with particular interest in the Wind Tunnel and the 
acoustic absorption room.  This was followed by presentations 
introducing the current changes to GCSE science.  
 

 

Details of all science meetings and events can now be 
accessed through our VLE.  We are also establishing the 
VLE as a source of useful resources.  Look out for more 
resources coming on-line.  Teachers attending the last 
network meeting have been provided with editing access.  
It is hoped that science teachers and technicians from 
across the Island will help to develop this helpful resource.   
 

To access the Island Learning Centre for Secondary Science 
VLE log onto: http://www.school -portal.co.uk/
Grouphomepage.asp?GroupId=388155 
Click onto Island Learning, then click onto Secondary 
Curriculum Development.  This will take you to the 
Curriculum Development Collaboration site where you can 
then click the red Science tab. 

 

Jackie Clegg is the first point of contact at the Island Science Learning Centre. You can contact Jackie on 01983 526523  
or jclegg@medina.iow.sch.uk  Wednesdays have been designated as the day for Jackie and other colleagues to be  

released to take part in Learning Centre support and guidance. 

 

SECONDARY SCIENCE LEARNING GROUPSECONDARY SCIENCE LEARNING GROUPSECONDARY SCIENCE LEARNING GROUP   
 

For Science Subject Leaders and teachers. 
 

Wednesday 2nd February 2011 
Wednesday 16th March 2011 
Wednesday 11th May 2011 
Wednesday 6th July 2011 

 

All meetings will take place at Medina High School and run from 3:30pm to 5:30 pm. 
 

Please contact Workforce Development to book your place. 
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 Science 

Dean Cairns is an Advanced Skills Teacher (AST) 
with a specialism in science.  He is currently Head 
of the Science Faculty at Downside Middle School  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ASTs are teachers who have been recognised 
through external assessment as having excellent 
classroom practice.  They are funded by the local 

authority to enable them to share their skills, 
experience and pedagogic knowledge with other 

teachers.   
 

Any maintained Isle of Wight school may request 
the support of an AST, irrespective of its stage of 
development.  Requests should be submitted by 
completing the Request for AST Support form.   

For further details, please contact the AST                            
Co-ordinator, Louise Tatton, on 01983 533523 ext. 

143 or at louise.tatton@iow.gov.uk  

Science Museum Outreach Team 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 12th January 2011 
BTEC Science at Ryde High School, next meeting  

 

Wednesday 12th January 2011 
Working Group meeting for A Level Sciences will be hosted by 

Carisbrooke High School  
 

KS3 Science, next meeting at Solent Middle School on                                     

Wednesday 16th February 2011, then at Sandown Middle School 

on Wednesday 30th March 2011. 
 

Triple Science course: Raising Attainment in Chemistry and Physics, 

Thursday 17th February, 2011. 
 

Science Technician Training: Tuesday 22nd February 2011,  
9:00 am ς 3:00 pm, at Medina High School. 

 

GCSE Science at Sandown High School, next meeting to be confirmed 
following the announcement of the new specifications. 

 

On Nov 5th 2010 the Science Museum visited                   
Medina High School to present the ΨLǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƎǳǘǎΩ 
road show.  
 

Pupils from Medina High School, Downside Middle 
School,  Sandham Middle School and Mayfield                  
Middle School attended. A short description of the 
ǎƘƻǿΥ άCƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ 
mouth, through the acid bath in your stomach, 
along metre after metre of pulsating guts, and 
ǘƘŜƴΧ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ 
video footage of people's insides, is a gross-out, 
squirm-inducing demonstration of why exactly your 
Ǉƻƻ ƛǎ ōǊƻǿƴΦΦΦέ 
 

All pupils attending thoroughly enjoyed the show 
and were talking about it for days afterwards, it 
also enhanced their understanding of human           
digestion and brought the topic to life. 
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