
















Making the perfect leafmould

Recycling autumn leaves
When autumn arrives you 
may have a surplus of fallen 
leaves that could upset the 
balance of ingredients in your 
compost bin. 

However by turning them  
into leafmould, a dark brown, 
crumbly and nutrient-rich 
material, you can make a 
great soil improver, lawn 
conditioner and mulch for 
your garden.

Leafmould is easy to make, 
suitable for all types of soil, 
reduces the need for peat 
and provides a free, organic 
matter that can also be used 
in seed and potting mixes,  
if well rotted.

Large quantities of dead 
leaves are best recycled 
separately because they are 
broken down by the slow 

action of fungi rather than 
bacteria, and therefore rot 
slowly. All kinds of deciduous 
leaves can be used for 
leafmould, although some 
may take longer to break 
down than others. 

Step 1  
Collect the leaves

Small quantities of 
leaves are best gathered 
by hand using a rake; 
however, if you have a 
large quantity of leaves, 
they can be collected 
with a special leaf blower 
vacuum, which shreds 
the material into smaller 
pieces helping to speed 
up the decaying process.

Step 4 
Use chicken wire

Alternatively, you can 
make a simple container 
made from plastic or 
wire netting with a few 
supporting stakes which 
can be reused year after 
year. Adjust the size to 
suit your requirements.

Step 8
Sowing mix

Well rotted leafmould 
that is two years old or 
more can be used to 
make a seed sowing mix. 
Combine equal parts of 
leafmould, sharp sand 
and garden compost 
for an ideal growing 
medium. 

Step 9
Potting

For established 
plants, mix well rotted 
leafmould that is over 
two years old with equal 
parts of sharp sand, 
garden soil and compost 
to make a perfect potting 
compost.

Step 7
Soil improver

You can also dig young 
leafmould into beds as a 
soil improver for sowing 
and planting.

Step 6
Mulch

‘Young’ leafmould, 
which is one to two 
years old, can be used 
as mulch around shrubs, 
herbaceous borders, 
trees and vegetables –  
just add it as a layer on 
top of existing soil.  

Step 5
A little patience

Leave the bag or 
container untouched for 
between one and two 
years. The longer you 
leave it, the finer the 
leafmould will be.

Step 2
Add moisture

If the leaves are dry, 
moisten them with a  
little water.

Step 3 
Bag it up

Bag up the leaves in  
a large bin bag and 
punch holes in it to allow 
the air to circulate. Place 
in a secluded area of  
the garden. 
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FAQs
Q. I seem to have a lot of small 
black flies in my compost bin. 
Is this good for the compost or 
should I get rid of them? 

A. Fruit flies do not carry disease and do 
not harm your compost. However, if you 
find them unpleasant you can reduce their 
numbers by ensuring that the organic waste 
destined for your bin is always covered in 
the kitchen or wherever it is stored. You 
can eradicate them by keeping the lid off 
your bin for 3 or 4 days, thus allowing the 
predator beetles to gain access and kill 
them for you; and by covering the compost 
surface with about an inch of soil to prevent 
the hatching flies from being able to escape. 
They are not an indicator of a failing bin. 

Q. Why do I get a lot of ants 
in my bin? 

A. Ants are part of the home composting 
process but it could mean that your bin is 
too dry. For a quick fix, add some cold water 
to your bin. Over time, you need to add 
more ‘green’ nitrogen rich items such as 
grass cuttings and kitchen peelings to keep 
moisture levels up.

Q. Why does my bin smell?

A. You need to introduce more oxygen 
in your compost bin so that your waste can 
break down aerobically. By mixing bulky 
items such as toilet roll tubes, cardboard or 
scrunched up or shredded paper into your 
bin you can introduce pockets of air.

Q. I’ve waited a while but I  
still don’t have any compost 
at the bottom of my compost 
bin. Why is this?

A. Don’t forget it takes 9-12 months to make 
finished compost. Keep adding a good balance 
of greens and browns and the creatures will 
keep composting everything down.

 
Q. Do compost bins attract rats?

A. Some people worry that having a 
compost bin could attract rats. But in fact 
there are many other reasons why rats may 
already be in the vicinity of your garden. 

For example if you live near water, farm 
land/open countryside or derelict buildings, 
you are likely to have rats living around the 
local area. They may be attracted into your 
garden, like other animals, to look for a dry 
place to shelter, for example under a shed or 
decking or to find food. 

One common source of food is over-feeding 
wild birds (leaving excess food exposed). 

A rat is only likely to seek out a compost 
bin in the garden if incorrect waste items 
have been composted, making the bin a 
source of food as well as a shelter. For this 
reason you should not compost cooked 
foods, dairy products, meat, fish or bones. 
However, a compost bin that is used a lot 
will deter them.

For more information please visit our website  
www.recyclenow.com/compost

  �The Know Your Compost Campaign works to raise awareness of peat-free 
composts and soil conditioners containing recycled garden materials, such 
as grass clippings, prunings and leaves. Products are competitively priced, 
great for the garden, provide the key nutrients that plants need to thrive, 
and are good for the environment as they keep garden waste out of landfill. 
Did you know that we send enough garden waste to landfill each year to fill 
the Royal Albert Hall with grass, twigs and leaves more than 70 times over! 

	� Log on to www.recyclenow.com/garden for more details on where to 
buy peat-free compost containing recycled materials and great tips on how 
to make your garden bloom. 

  �Recycling is an easy way of reducing the amount of waste we send to 
landfill and helps save energy and natural resources. For information about 
what you can recycle in your area, and to discover what happens to your 
recycling, please visit www.recyclenow.com

  �Day after day in the UK we throw away nearly 4½ million whole apples and 
over 5 million untouched potatoes. Wasted fruits, vegetables and salads 
cost us, and the environment, dear. Vegetable peelings and fruit cores are 
never going to be on the menu, so composting is great for these. To help 
save money and enjoy all the fruit, vegetables and salads we buy, find lots 
of practical tips and recipes at www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

  �WRAP are working in partnership with EST (Energy Savings Trust) to help 
consumers reduce their carbon footprint. Visit www.energysavingtrust.org.uk 
or call 0800 512 012

  �To calculate your carbon footprint and ways to reduce it, visit  
www.direct.gov.uk/ActOnCO2 or call the Act On CO2 advice line on 
0800 512012
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