VAT manual

Appendix 4 - Eligible bodies: exemption from VAT - Education

(see Decision Charts A and B and paragraphs 2.1 - 2.5)

For the purposes of VAT exemption an "eligible body" is:

	(a)      
	a school within the meaning of the Education Acts 1944 to 1993, the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, the Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or the Education Reform (Northern Ireland) Order 1989, that is

	  
	i) 

provisionally or finally registered or deemed to be registered as a school within the meaning of the above legislation in a register of independent schools, or 

ii) 

  

a school in respect of which grants are made by the Secretary of State to the proprietor or manage, or 

iii) 

  

a maintained school within the meaning of the Education Act 1993 or the Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order 1986,; or 

iv) 

  

a public school within the meaning of section 135(1) of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, or 

v) 

  

a foundation school within the meaning of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, or 

vi) 

  

a self-governing school within the meaning of section 1(3) of the Self-Governing Schools (Scotland) Act 1989, or 

vii) 

  

a foundation special school within the meaning of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, or 

viii) 

  

a grant-maintained integrated school within the meaning of Article 65 of the Education Reform (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 



	  
	       

	(b)
	a United Kingdom university, and any college, institution, school or hall of such a university

	  
	         

	(c)
	an institution:

i) 

falling within section 91(3)(a) or (b) or section 91(5)(b) or (c) of the Further and Higher Education Act 1992, or 

ii) 

  

which is a designated institution as defined in section 44(2) of the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 1992, or 

iii) 

  

managed by a board of management as defined in section 36(1) of the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 1992, or 

iv) 

  

to which grants are paid by the Department of Education for Northern Ireland under Article 66(2) of the Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 



	  
	       

	(d)
	a public body, that is:

· a Northern Ireland department, or 

· a Northern Ireland health and social services body, or 

· any body of persons exercising functions on behalf of a Minister of the Crown, including a health service body as defined in section 60(7) of the National Health Service and Community Care Act 1990, or 

· any part of a Government department (as defined in the foregoing) designated for the purposes of this subsection by a direction of the Treasury within the meaning of section 41(6) of the 1994 VAT Act 

ii) 

  

a local authority, or 

iii) 

  

  

a body which acts under any enactment or instrument for public purposes and not for its own profit and which performs functions similar to those of a Government department or local authority, or 

iv) 

  

  

a body recognised under the British Council Recognition Scheme for the teaching of English as a foreign language or 

ii)

	  
	    

	(e)
	a provider of the teaching of English as a foreign language

	  
	          

	(f)
	a body not falling within paragraphs (a) to (e) above that

i) 

is precluded from distributing and does not distribute any profit it makes, and 

ii) 

  

applies any profits made from supplies of a description within this Group to the continuance or improvement of such supplies. 




Note: Education Action Zones are deemed eligible bodies also.

