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Transport Facts

1,400,000 vehicles in 1994.

Island.

o] The Island has 243 miles (391 km) of classified roads.
o] There are approximately 50,000 Island registered private cars and vans.

o] The cross-Solent ferries carried approximately 7,500,000 passenger and nearly

0 There are 516 (830 km) of bridleways, footpaths, green lanes and cycleways on the

o] 3.6% of people in employment on the Island travel to work by bicycle.

I ntroducti on

141 The Qoss Sdlent ferries are the
essetia link tothe nainand Apat fromthe
shipping of sone buk itens such as grain
and aggregates, nearly al goods, vehicles
and passengers are carried tothe Island by a
rage o fast craft adferies. Wlst itisd ten
argued that nuch of the Island s charmis due
toits isdaion it is acknowedged that the
cost ad availahility of cross-Sdent travel can
be a naj or factor when examni ng i npatt s on
the socio-econonic devel opnent of the
Islad Oten considered to be pat o the
relatively prosperous South East, the
developnent of the island is seen to be
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di sadvant aged by it s physical and econonic
separation fromthe rest o theregon Trad
denands have increased substatidly in
recent years. Ntiomaly, it is etinaed that
trd fic vdune wil doube in the net 10-15
years. The Governnent recogni ses that the
rnetiod foecast levds o traffic gonh
especialy in urban areas, cannat be net in
ful, ad that newrced buldng or rebuldng
of existing highways nay, in sone cases, be
environnent ally unaccept dde It is dready
governnent policy not to build roads sinply
tofailit ate conmuting by car into congested
urban centres.

14.2 With a largdy dispersed popu ation,
transport is inevitadly an inport ant issue on
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theldad The ngjority of househd ds rely on
the car as the nain nethod of transport, and
it has fundamentally changed lifestyles
dlovng fo exanple fa gede fledhlity
over where people live and work, shop and
pay. The car has led to a najor change in
land use paters adit is nowdffialt tosee
a future wthout access to private vehicles.
The reliance on the car is, hovever,
vwthat it s costs. Rdllution and danage to the
envi ronnent, growng energy consunption,
i ncreased congestion, delays and acci dent s
ae dl factors fuelling the debate both
netiond |y and g aoel |y about the fuure rd e of
the car. Despite these concerns, traf fic
vol unes are expected to rise on the Island.
The actud levd o vehicdar traffic goth
wll, honever, depend on a nunber of factors
i ncl udi ng devel opnent and grow h pressures
and the success or atherwse of the Quncil s
pdicies to reduce the need to trave by car.
The deci si on on whether to devel op a greater
capacity on the existing road system has

been one of the nost inportant issues
addressed by this plan
14.3 For nany people, however, the

private car isjust not availdd e Nearly 30%of
househol ds do not own a car and nany nore
peopl e wthin car-owni ng househol ds do not
have access to that car. Rbdic transport
provides an essetiad service nat oy to
nany of these people, paticdalythoseliving
in oulying aees bt dso to towists who
cone to the Island wthout a car.

14.4  Apart froma nunber of well-known
bottlenecks , Island roads can hardy be
regarded as congested. Bven at peak tines
in the sunmer, nuch of the 500 niles of
highvay network is, by conparison to the
ninand, oy ligtly used The physical
extent of the network and the requirenant s
for maintenance nean that available
resources for newdevel opnent are limted. In
ged, it is cosidered that sigificatly
upgrading the capadty d pats o the road
system coud sinply transfer pressure to

oher aress. The environmentd o fed o
naj or upgradi ng coul d a so be significant.

14.5 The conbination of a nuniber of
recent changes in Gvernnent thinking and a
grow ng environnent al concern has resulted
in a ift any from a long est abdished
national roads building progranme, towards
a nore sust ainabl e transport paicy. Recertly
issued Hanmning Policy QGiidance notes on
Transport and Retailing (PPGL3 and PP®),
together wth a g obal awareness that road
building aone cannot solve transport
problens, has further encouraged the
@ucil s nove tovards the integration of
their land use and transport poicies, a
redtiond its road building progranme and
increase the noney spent on cycl enays,
trd fic reduction and tref fic cdmng intiatives.

14.6 The Quuncil wel cones the principles
set out in the Rrad Trdfic Reduction Act
although recognising that a presert it sdility
to have a najor inpact is constrained il st
it shoud be acknowedged that the ability of
Loca Hghways Athorities to negt target s
wll be greatly influenced by centra
Governnent, The Qouncil has already
accepted the principle of target based
pdicies as se¢ out in the Ntiod Grling
Strategy and has through its Quaity
Transport Partnership stated that the
ojectiveis nat toalowcar usage toincrease
over the next ten years. New devel opnent
shoud now only be bult wthin or near to
existing popul ation centres where they can
easily be accessed by public transport,
hicede o on fot - nat just by private car.
Recent noves by the Qouncil to reduce the
anount of noney it spends on new road
construction, neans that future road
schenes wll be linted to priority, schenes
for vhich the Guncil has funds availabl e, or
those roads constructed by the devel oper,
nornal |y as part of a devel opnent schene.

14.7
t hose

This plan therefore nowincl udes only
road proposals and hi ghway

The Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan (LTP)

The Isle of Wight Local Transport Plan (LTP) sets out a sustainable transport strategy for the
Island. The Plan was approved by the Council in July 2000 and submitted to Government for
consideration and funding allocation. The five year document (2001-2006) is based upon the
framework laid down in the Provisional Local Transport Plan (2000 - 2001), the transport
strategy and policies outlined in the Unitary Development Plan - Deposit Draft and relevant
government guidance. The content of the final plan was refined in the light of consultation
carried out with the public, Town and Parish Councils, transport operators and a wide range
of other public and private sector partners and agencies. The Plan takes into consideration a

14-2

Transport



Isle of Wight Unitary Development Plan 1996-2011
Adopted 18 May 2001

broad range of strategic transport themes including, the Island’s environment, road safety,
transport accessibility, social exclusion, population, health, tourism, education, economy and
employment, freight, air quality and noise. It establishes an integrated transport strategy for
the Island, explains how the strategy will be delivered and includes a bid for the funding

required to deliver it.

i nprovenent s schenes for which funding
has been agreed, or for which there is a
redistic likdihood of comstruction during the
plan period. Proposals for schenes such as
redief  roads for  Wotton, Bradi ng,
SandowV Shankl in, Shalfleet, Gdshill and
H shbourne, are considered to be unreaistic
when considered against the Quncil s
transport policies, and have been omtted
fromthis pan

14.8 The overd! strategy oulined in this
planis therefore to nake only a snal | nunier
of additions to the strategc road netvark,
whilst providing for inprovenents to the

network where environnent al consi derations
alon This plan seeks to pronote aternative
nethods of transport, and reduce travel
needs. To naint anthe fuue e fectiveness of
the transport system nore weigt wll be
given to policies to nanage denand, through
adopti ng a conprehensi ve transport strategy
covering al forng of transport, and by
pronoti ng devel opnent, paticdaly wthin
urban areas at | ocations accessi bl e by neans
other than the private car.

14.9 The term transport network is used
to describe the infrastructure and services
wich provide transpart for residents and

Objectives:

The objectives for this section are:

o] to promote alternatives to car use;

future transport use.

o] to try and reduce the need to travel, especially by car;

o] to remove road schemes no longer considered desirable or realistic from the plan;
o] to encourage the provision of improved public transport facilities;

o] to make the best use of the existing highway network;

o] to increase the opportunities for cycling and walking;

o] to limit the undesirable impact of car use;
0 to encourage the improvement of cross-Solent ferry links;

o] to encourage the retention of the Island railway network and safeguard disused lines for

M Integrated Transport Network

TR1 The Council will seek to encourage and develop an integrated and effective transport
network. Development schemes in conformity with this proposal will be acceptable in principle.

visitas. It indudes roads, ralvays, feries,
foatpaths and cycleways as well as public
transport routes and services. The Qouncil
aing to sustain the local econony, wile
mninmsing the inpad o tradfic on the
environnent, by trying to reduce the gronth
in the length and nunber of journeys,
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paticdarly by privae car, for everyday
needs. Todothisit isinpotat thet ful ad
best use is nade of the existing pudic
transport system and that inprovenent s to
bus and rail services be supported in order to
inprove the effectiveness of the pudic
transport network. The Quncil believes that
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an integrated transport network, where there
i s easy access between the various nodes of
transport, wll hedp reduce rdiance on the
private car and provide for the reasonad e
travel needs of al nmeners of the
commni ty, including those who do not have

Citeria for the Devel opnent of a F xed Link

ready access to a private notor vehicle.

14.20 There can be little doudt that
transpart lirks are the key to the Islad s
problens and further prosperity. The Gounci l
would wish to see inprovenents to cross

TR2 Any planning application for the construction of a bridge or tunnel to the Island must be
accompanied by a detailed impact analysis, This impact analysis must include, not only any
Environmental Statement required under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999, but also a full assessment of all
relevant factors including the socio-economic consequences, traffic impact and an evaluation
in terms of sustinability and the consequences for the special character and way of life of the
Isle of Wight as an Island. Any planning application for a fixed link will be resisted if the
proposal is regarded as having a detrimental effect on the Island’s character and environment

as a whole.

Slent links both for socia and econonic
reasons. Wilst the consideration of a fixed
transport link has been regarded by sone as
the sd ution to nany of the Island s probl ens,
it isthougt thet alirk of this type vadd have
aradca inpact not only upon the I'sland and
islifestyle but aso the enviromnent on both
Sides of the Sient. It is considered that such
alink woud require a subst antia anount of
investnent and any proposals should be
supject to the fulest possible consideration
and di scussi on both in Hanpshire and on the
Idad The plan therefore assunes that in
view of the likdy tinescae the schene is
ulikdy to becone a redity wthin the plan
period. Hrm proposals would require a

conplete re-evaluation of the planning
poicies and proposals cotanredinthis pdan
However, since it agypears likdy that a
pl anni ng appl i cati on nay be submtted duri ng
the Aan periad this pdicy sets au the
requirenent s for the infornati on vhich nust
be provided wth any such proposa and
etadlishes that it wll be resisted uless it
can be shown that, on bal ance, the essential
qualities which nake the island so specid are
not adversely af fected

14.21 Hanning policies can hel p reduce the
need to travel and the reliance on the notor
car, by encouraging a mix of land uses whi ch
provide jobs and services close to where

Locati ng Devel opnent to Mnimse the Need to Travd

TR3 Planning proposals for development which minimise the need to travel, especially by
car, will be acceptable in principle. The Council will therefore seek to locate new
developments which will create significant travel demand, within existing defined settlements

which are easily accessible by public transport, bicycle and on foot.

people live, and by locating devel opnent
close to where it can be ef fectivey serviced
by pidic traspart. The Quncil s amis to
nove towards a nore sust a nabl e bal ance of
land uses not only wthin existing urban areas
but aso in rua comunities were the
Gounci | acknow edge the need to encourage
rud enerprise ad dversificaion This aim
wll be achieved by focussing suitable
devel opnent of an appropriate scale wthin or
close to those existing settlenant s which are
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aready vell served, or can be easily served,
by nodes of transport other than just the car.
The Guncil believes that by encouragi ng the
provision o a wde rage o fadlities wthin
loca aress, the need for pegple to use cars
wll be reduced

14.22 Myjor developnents can have a
considerabl e inpact on the inmediate and
wder highvay network. It is therefore
inport ant that devel opers of schenes or

Transport
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Transport Statenent Requirenent s for My or Devel opnent

TR4 Planning applications for developments which, by their nature, attract a significant
number of persons, such as large retail uses, tourist attractions, residential developments or
places of employment, must include a supporting statement which shows how the proposal
has addressed the need to reduce travel to and from the development by car. The Council
will require to be satisfied that adequate measures have been taken to provide for Public
Transport, bicycle and foot travel, before approving any application.

organisers of events wich ae likdy to
generate significant travel denand, consi der
the transport inpadts of their schene and
include wth their ggdication a st atenent of
intent and practices which wll include
neasures which wll reduce the reliance on
people arriving by car and explain the

Gycling and W ki ng

net hods and provi si ons by whi ch users of the
site wll be encowraged to arrive by other
neans.

14.23 The Qouncil recognise that both
cycling and vl king are healthy and pol | ution
free ways of getting about and wll

included at the earliest design stage:

a

practical;

public.

TR6 Planning applications for development, which include the opportunity for cycling and
walking as alternatives to the car will be approved. The Council will expect the following to be

residential developments should, where appropriate and the size of the scheme allows,
include cycleways and footpaths linking into the existing highway network. Joint
footpath/cycle use may be appropriate in some circumstances, where this is safe and

non-residential development should in addition to (a) above, include cycle parking
facilities of an appropriate design and capacity to serve the development. Particular
consideration should be given to places of work and buildings visited, or used, by the

encourage, where possible, schenes which
wll help nake these nethods of transport
safer, easier and nore pleasant. It nay not
be possibe o practicd to incorporate dl the
nmeasures suggested in sonme new
devel oprment s, paticdaly those o a small
scde sige pas irfill a arad frat age
type.

14.24 The 1991 census showed that nearly
30% of Island househol ds have no car and
the nunber of Island people who travelled to
vk by bicycle and on foot to be sligtly
higer than the equivdent nationd figures.

The census showed that on the Island, 3.6%
travelled to work by hicycle conpared wth
3.0%for Geat Bitan, whilst 17. 8%wva ked to
vork, conpared wth 11. 8% nationally. The
overd| cycle use figwe is, hovever, mt so
encouragi ng when considering the national

cycling figures. Gyeling nationdly account s
far less then Z0d dl trips conpared wth
10% in Saeden, 11% in Gernmany, 15%in
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Sntzerland and 18% in Dennark. The
nuntber of cycles purchased in the WK for
leisure use has risen in recent years, and
there is an enornous potentia to convert this
upsurge of interest inoincressingthe leve o
cycle use as an everyday formof transport.
The Quncil is activey investigating the
creation of newfootpaths and cycl enays and
wll be seeking funding through the Local
Transport Han (LTP and other funding
processes for appropriate schenes. The
@uncil wll where possible support Sife
Routes to Shools Rrojects ad wll refer to
the Departnent of Transport s National
Greling Strategy and other rel evant gui dance
when consi dering other possibl e nethods of
encouraging cycle use in the fuue A guide
to cyde parking requirenents is induded in
Appendi X G

14.25 The Quncil believes that the safety
o dl roed wsers is d paranount i nport ance,
and is conmitted to a road safety paicy
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H ghway onsi derations for New Devel opnent

TR7 Planning applications for new development will be approved where they take account
of the following matters, for highway safety:

a that the proper provision of facilities within the development has been made so as to
ensure the safe movement and separation of vehicular traffic, buses, bicycles and
pedestrians;

b that any new road layout, including vehicular access, road junctions, and crossing
points are constructed to provide safe conditions for all road users, particularly the

needs of the more vulnerable, such as cyclists, pedestrians, and the disabled.

designed to see a reduction in road
casudties of onethird by the year 2000, It is
inport ant that due consideration is gven to
the safety of dl road users, indudng the
nore vulnerable and the less nobile, when

exanmni ng new road proposal s and junction
arrangenent s

14.26 New or upgraded roads or other
transport routes, nay be desirable in sone

The Environnent a Inpact of New Infrastructure Schenes

TR8 Planning applications for new developments which will result in changes to the
infrastructure, will only be approved where it can clearly be demonstrated that the impact on
both the natural and built environment has been reduced to a minimum.

cases where they can help aleviate

grow alongside roads and other transport

congestion, reduce pollution or renove routes and particdar attention shoud be
idetified danger spats. However, tramsport taken to ensure that any trees which are
proposals should be subject to the same unavoidably lost due to construction or
constraints as other naor devel opnent devel opnent are replaced wth an

proposal s, paticualy in aess o pratection
(nsideration should be given to the
envi ronnent al consequences of such work,
and if these ouweigh the transpart o the
hi ghvay benefits, aternatives nay have to be
considered. Infrastructure schenes shoul d
avoid or nmninise the inpact on sites, o
features of recogni sed nature conservation or
archaeol ogical inport ance. Gare should be
taken to retain trees and hedgerows which

apropriate species & the earliest panting
opportunity. The line of any new transport
route shoul d be drawn to nake the best use
of the existing landscape contours and
include in the design, € enents to reduce the
levdl of noise and visual inpact o the raue

14.27 1t is not dwvays ggroxiate to gve
priarity to the natar car and the Quncil wll,
in the interest of the environnent and

To Encourage the Provision of Inproved Tramsport Fecilities

those people with mobility problems;

interchange;

TR9 Planning proposals for the development of modern public transport facilities, including
the upgrading of existing, or development of new boat, bus or rail interchanges will be
acceptable in principle where they meet the following criteria:

a they involve the upgrading and/or the creation of facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and

b they allow for easy transfer between different modes of transport;
c they would not prejudice the future improvement to or upgrading of the transport

d the scheme will not have an undue environmental impact.

Proposals which would result in the loss of transport interchange facilities must ensure that
improved alternative provision is provided elsewhere, prior to the development taking place.
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i nproved road safety, pronote i nprovenent s
between different transport nodes and
routes, so as to increase the use of pudic
tragpat fa dl. The Quncil considers that
paetid edsts for the devel opmrent of new
transport infrastructure schenes whi ch woul d
hel p reduce denand for road use, as well as
hel p the devel opnent of the tourist industry.
The Quncil have, for exanple, previously
examned the feasibility of a nuner of high
speed pdic tramsport links, and this pan
shoul d be able to address a proposal shoul d
one be forthcomng. New devel opnent s

Qoss-Slent Ferry Links

shoul d be desi gned so as to encourage nore
peopl e to use the public transport system by
creating a safe and vel I-1it enviromnent, wth
easy access for al users including
pedestrians, cyclists, and those wth nobility
probl ens. Proposals could include sheltered
vating aress, seding tales and secure,
vl | located and lit cyde pakimgfadlities.

14.28 The Quuncil recognise the key roe
that the ferries play in influencing the
economc and social life of the community

and wll support the appropriate devel opnent

environment;

TR10 Planning applications for development which will improve cross-Solent ferry links will
be approved subject to the following criteria:

a the development is in an appropriate location;
b the development is of a scale and design in keeping with the area;
c the Council are satisfied that the scheme will not have an adverse effect on the local

d adequate access can be achieved to the existing transport network, including
pedestrian, cycle and public transport links.

and upgradi ng of cross-Slent ferry services.
The Qouncil are, however, aware o the
environmentd ad traf fic inpact such
schenes can have and would wsh to be
assured  that the fullest possi bl e
consi deration and di scussion of these issues
isdforded to the aproxiate statutory and
interested bodies on bath sides of the S ent,
as wdl as the Isle of Wgt ad redevat

Hampshire Quncils. The Quncil is keen to
pronote green tourism and sustainable
transport and wll support neasures which
wll encourage a greater nuner of people to
travel ina nare sust ai nabl e nanner .

14.29 The ouncil recognises the inpat
tha cross-Slet ferry terminds ad ther
operation can have on both the inmediate

Trd fi c Minagenent Schenes for Ferry Terminal s

wider area in general.

TR11 The Council will approve appropriate land use proposals or traffic management
schemes which would help to address the traffic and marshalling problems associated with
the Island’s cross-Solent ferry terminals, subject to the following criteria:

a the suggested scheme is in keeping with the surroundings;
b it is appropriate in scale and operation for the location proposed;
c it would not have an unacceptable detrimental or adverse environmental impact on the

surrounding area and the Island road
netvork. The Quuncil wll support neasures
whi ch reduce the growth of notorised travel
onthe Island and wil support initiatives wich
wll encourage nore people to travel to the
Island wthot a car. The Qouncil have
thenselves introduced initiatives to
encourage of f road cycling and have dso
et ablished a round the Island road route
which can be accessed from the ferry
termnds. The Gouncil wel comes the idea of
carrying bicycles on Island trains and wou d
support investigations into carrying bicyces

by bus ad other appropriate initiatives.

14.30 The Quuncil wll support neasures
vwhi ch reduce the ef fed s experienced at the
Idad s cross-Sdlent termnds, patiadaly
those experienced a the rdl-on rdl-of f
termnal s during sunmer nonths, insofar as
this is conpatible bath the character and
anenities of the area

14.31 The term strategic road network is
used to descri be those i nport ant |sland roads
wiich in the nain, connect the nain Island

Transport
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The Strategic Road Network

TR12 The Council will approve proposals which maintain the effectiveness of the strategic
road network which is presently defined as follows:

a all existing “A” class roads;
b the existing B3331 Fishbourne Lane;
c Park Road, Briddlesford Road, Downend Road route between Palmers Brook and
Arreton Cross;
d the Floating Bridge at Cowes.
tows, its ferry termnas, railvways and irgadlity ad lad slippage continues to

arpats The floating bridge provides a vit &
link across the Rver Mdina at Gwes and is
therefore included wthin this netwrk.  The
@uncil no longer has any large scal e road
construction proposals and whilst it wll
cotine its prograime of naintaining and
inrovingdl o thelslad sraes, iaity wll
be given to mintanng the straegc road
network to acceptdde stadards. It is,
however, atidpated that a nunber of
privately funded roads might be constructed
dring the plan period in conjuxction wth
proposed |and devel opnent. The nmain
locations where roads to serve proposed
devel opnent need to be integrated into the
wder road network are at East Qowes,
Qunvi | | e/ Gari sbrooke and Pan.

14.32 Wilst the find road aignent wthin
a developnent wll be deternined in
conjunction wth det ail ed layout and desi gn of
the devel opnentt, it is considered inport at to
et adishthe principd part s fromthe existing
road network and where inportat |inks can
be estadished for the wder benefit of the
aea. The nmain access points to a
devel opnent and the provision of links are
ot aledinthe exganation and description of
i ndi vi dual developnents and  where
consi dered critica to achieving wder benefit,
areillustrated on the proposa s nap.

14.33 The lsland s roads vere general |y not
designed to carry the traffic levds now
experienced and the construction of nany
roads are built upon their origna base wich
have subsequently been overlaid wth
nodern surfacing naterials. A nunber of
problem areas exist on the Island, where
roads pass ether close to areas of coast &
erosion or through land where unstable
gedogical codtions exist. The resulting
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cause problens in terns of carriageway
nai nt enance and i n sone extreng i nst ances,
the actual long termfuture of sone |l engths of
roads. Qe such problem area is at the
vestern end of the A3B5 Mlitary Road ,
where a coni nation of coasta erosion and
gedogcd imstadlity threstes to sever the
roadway in several places, paticdaly the
high level section where it runs extrenaly
dosetothe dif f edge

14.34 The Quncil were at one tine
examning the possibility o rediging the
cariagevay further inland, this option has,
however, been discounted followng the
outcone of a Rbdic Inquiry wichfet that the
new road would irreparably harm an area
where nature conservation vas of overriding
i nport ance. The  Qouncil is now
cocentrating its €fots on mintanng the
existing roed for as long as possile The
existing road passes through an area
recogni sed to be of high nature conservation
inerest ad it wll be necessay far ay
renedial work tot ake accout of thisissue It
isthougt thet the level of fudngreqiredto
keep the road open in the longer termwoul d
be beyond the Guncil s budget and whil st
sone funding is available for road schenes
and coasta sea defence work, this is
nornal |y onl'y i n those circunst ances where a
road is heavily used or where residential
properties are under threat. The council are
cotinuing to nonitor this situation and wlil
examne al options availade incduding the
closure o the road ad re-routing tref fic

14.35 Sone snall-scale road w dening,
mnor construction work and i nprovenent s
nay be necessary in the future to serve new
devel opmrent sites and inprove the road
network, paticdalyinsadeytemns. A though

Transport
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H ghway | nprovenent s

TR13 The Council will, when considering planning applications for development, refer to the
approved programme of improvement works, to ensure that existing road, cycleway, footpath
and other transport proposals are safeqguarded . Proposals which would adversely affect a
planned highway improvement will not be permitted.

these road inprovenents do not nornally 14.36 The @uncil wll continue the pdicy of
requi re consert, they can af fect devel opnent inproving, were possibe, the Island s town
proposal s. It is therefare inport ant to ensure centre and shopping streets The creation of
that consideration is given to planned areas wWich are safe for pedestrians and
hi ghway i nprovenent schenes at an early odig s can hel p to pronote a saf er shoppi ng
4 age i n devel opnent . environnent, whilst reducing the risk of

Town Centre Trd fic Managenent

TR14 The Council will approve planning applications which support or enhance, the provision
of traffic-quiet areas in town centres and shopping areas, subject to the following criteria:

a that the proposed scheme is in keeping with the street scene and is appropriate in terms
of layout, operation and design;

b that it has due regard to the needs of pedestrians, cyclists and bus users;

c that it makes suitable alternative provision for displaced road users;

accident d ijuy. Suxch schenes are likdy to are accept able and the Guncil have agreed
take the form of a service/access precinct thet the details of any schenes they nay
sinlar to that proposed for Newport s Upper propose wll be nade availabe for pudic

Hgh Street, vhere the Quncil wll, through inspection and discussion during a wde
the povision o trafic camng neasures, ranging consultation exercise, to include
surface treatnent, paving, planting and neners of the public, traders and any other
seating, create an area where pedestrians interested groups o indvidds.

may, during the busiest shopping hours,
ejoy atraf fic quet enviromert.

14.37 The Quncil wll support proposd s for
devel opnent which wll assist in pronoting a
trd fic quiet or pedestrianised tom certre in
Nwport. It is inportant to ensure that the
schene and any conpensating changes to
be nade to the traf fic flows around the town

Bik Fegt Handing and Dstribution Fecilities

TR15 Planning proposals for developments which will upgrade or improve facilities for bulk
freight handling and distribution and which reduce road haulage mileage will be acceptable
in principle provided the use is acceptable in highway terms, will not result in increased
disturbance or visual intrusion.

The following sites shown on the proposals map have been identified as being suitable for
improvement and upgrading as bulk freight facilities:

a PD Fuels Depot, Medina Wharf, Arctic Road, Cowes;
b Kingston, East Cowes;
c Stag Lane, Newport.

14.38 The hulk transportaion of produce, Idad s econony and reduce the level of
including grain and aggregates, to and from heavy traffic using roeds and ferry roues.
the Islad is cosidered to cotribute to the Bisting werfage facilities, prinarily in

14-9
Transport



Isle of Wight Unitary Development Plan 1996-2011
Adopted 18 May 2001

Gowes harbour, wll need to be naint ai ned
and upgraded if these are to cotinue to
serve the | sl and and be abl e to acconmodat e
nodern vessels and cargo hand ing
techni ques. A though B ackhouse Quay is an
edsting fadlity, it is mt cosidered
appropriate for extension to increase its
capadty, detoits location It is uderstood
that the Kngston site (b above) fals wthin

Parking Policies and Gui del i nes

the power staion site ad is curetly in
operational use as pat o tha covern It is,
however, fet that this aea woud be
apropriate for general buk freight handing
we if, ether the facility coud be gperated in
conjuxction wth the presert site use, o for
any reason becane surplus to the
operational requirenents o thesite

TR16 Planning applications which seek to reduce car parking requirements to an operational
minimum and are in accordance with the Council’s Parking Guidelines will be approved.

In those situations where the Council does not wish to encourage on-site parking, for example
some “core” town centre locations where there is good access to public transport and close
proximity to a full range of services, the location type and scale of development will determine
the level of contribution to be sought towards alternative measures which will encourage

travel by means other than private car.

14.39 The  Qouncil recogni ses that
urestrained traffic growh cannot be
reasonabl y nat ched by new roads, extra car
park spaces and highway i nprovenent
schenes. The @uncil s nain transport
o ectives are to reduce the need to travel by
car, pronote public transport and encourage
oportunities for cycling and wvdking. The
transpart pdicies of this plan are designed to
reduce the environnent a inpact of the notor
vehicle, and encourage public transport use
as pat of an integrated transport system
Parking contrd is an inportant elenent in
supporting this overd | transport paicy. Wilst
aocxrtanled d o f-streg parking provision
nay be necessary to enabl e a devel opnent
tot ake pl ace wthout causing traf fic prod ens,
the Guncil acknow edge that the provision of

Riblic Rgts 0 Wy

spaces can initsdf encorage car wse. It is
inport at therefore that the car parking
requirenents are reduced to a mninumin
| ocations whi ch have good access by neans
other than by private car, and encour agenent
gventotravd by pidic trasport, on foat or
bicycdeinstead The Quuncil s revised parking
quiddines areincluded in Appendix Gto this
Han and have taken account of the type,
design and use of devel opnent proposed;
avaldility o pldic trasport wthinthe areg;
proxinity to pudic of f-strest parking
proximmty and linkages to shopping, traf fic
quiet and pedestrian areas; and the |ocation
o devdopment in reation to histaic core
arees .

14.40 The countrysi de and | andscape of the

TR17 Planning proposals to maintain, improve or extend the existing network of public
footpaths, bridleways, cycleways, ancient highways and in particular coastal paths, will be
acceptable in principle where the impact on the environment is acceptable. Applications
which will lead to the closure or inappropriate diversion of any of these routes will not be
approved.

The following routes have been identified on the proposals map:

Newport Quay to East Cowes - footpath/cycleway;

Medham link - cycleway link into Newport-Cowes route from Northwood;

Pan Mill link - footpath/cycleway link into Sandown-Newport route;

Fairlee link - cycleway upgrade link Newport Quay to disused railway line;

East Cowes - coastal footpath extension, Osborne;

Newport to Sandown (disused railway line) - footpath/cycleway sections linking former
railway.

SO QOTO
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Island are inportant assets for tourism
recreation and leiswre. The @uncil
recognises that pblic rigts of way ae
required for nany leisure pursuits and can
provide an inportat function when linking
the towns and villages to the countryside, by
enabling people to va k or cycle from hone
totheir schod, place of enploynent or out of
tomn to areas of enjoynent and infornal
ledsre pusuits, thereby nininising the need
fa ca we Athough the Island has an
extensive and vel |-naint ained pldic rigt sd
vay network, there are still areas wthin
vhich public access is limted and si gnage
coul d be i nproved.

14.41 The Qountryside CGommssion is
encouragi ng and supporting local authorities
and landowers in inproving accessibility to
the countryside and right s of way network by
the year 2000. In accordance wth this, the
Quncil wshes to see an extension to the
edstig rigt s of way network, the provision
of new footpaths and cycleways and the

continuation of work towards achieving pudlic

access to those areas presently not
accessible. (he such area is between
FHshbourne and East (Qowes. The idea of

creating a cycleway linking Sandown and
Saklin is aso uder cosideration. The
definitive nap produced by the Guncil under
the Widife and Gutryside Act 1981 shows
dl edsting pdic rigts of way. Poposed
new foot path and cycl enay routes are shown
on the proposals nap and the relationship
wth the existing pats o the strategic
cyclevay network routes are illustrated in
Appendix L. The Qouncil would wsh to be
assured that account is taken of the
environnent d semsitivities o aress through
vwhich new routes are proposed and fullest
possible consultaion is undertaken wth
| andowners, statutory bodies and al
inerested parties ad organisations, prior to
the creation of newrigt s of vay.

14.42 The Island railway provides an
inport ant service for Island residert s and has

Rai I way Line and Forner Railway Network

TR18 The Council will support and encourage the retention and extension of the Island’s
railway lines, and will ensure that disused railway lines, as identified on the proposals map,
are safeguarded from development to allow their use for sustainable transport purposes. This
use could include rail schemes, cycle routes, pedestrian paths and bridleways.

an essertial rde in the deve opnent of the
tourist indstry. The recent expansion of the
Havenstreet Steam Railway to Shal | brook
has denonstrated the opportunities for the
fuure grovth of the railway systemand the
Quncil supports the pincipde o futher
expansion of the network to Ventnor, Newport
and owes and the safeguarding of these
roues.

14.43 Mich of the track bed once used by
the Isad s steamrailwvay network renains
undevel oped. A though sone stretches have
been sold and are nowin private owershinp,
the Quncil has ret ained nany key sections,
nuch of which is accessible to the public as
pats o the Islad s rigts of way network.
Work is curently undervay constructing a
cyclewvay along the line of the disused
Newport to Sandown railway line and other
simlar opportunities coud be exanined in
the fuwe The Guncil is supporting the idea
of re-opening the Sanklin to Vetrnor lire far
ral use ad wll, sugject to the necessary
approval s and cert ain | egal saf eguards nake
that area of dsused track bed it ows in this
aen, availdde for suchauwe The Quncil is
keen to support the best use of transport |inks

14-11

ad wll, vere it is technicdly possibe ad
the land owership allows, encourage the
padld runing of foatpath/ cycl enays
alongside existing and proposed routes.
Were a route is re-opened for transport
purposes, the Guncil would wsh to ensure
that the necessary survey and consult aion
vwork has been undert aken wth | andowners,
¢ atutory bodies, groups and individuas and
that accout is taken of the environnent &
sesitivities o the aea thraugh which it
passes. If reopered for a ral o oher
sust al nabl e transport use, the Guncil woul d
wshto seethat were arouteis aready used
fa foapah o cycde wse sutdde dternative
provision is nade available alongside the
existing route. It nay be possible in sone
circunst ances to create o lirk ral roues by
the stret rumning o trams. Athough used
successfully el sewhere, the Quncil would
wsh to be assured that any proposed
scheme would not have a detrinentd € fet

on properties, road traffic ad the
envi ronnent .
14.44 Ar transport has a potertia

contribution to nake to the towrist, recreation
and econonic devel opnent of the Island. The

Transport
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Arpat s

a
b

neighbouring properties.

TR19 The Council will support and encourage the retention and improvement of:

Sandown Airport for leisure flying activities;
Bembridge Airport for commercial air services and leisure flying.

Planning applications for the improvement of facilities will be approved only where there is no
significant adverse effects upon the environment, in particular noise, which may affect

Gounci | wshes to encourage the
inprovenent of the existing air lirks to the
Island and feels that the inprovenents o
facilities gproriate to each arpat codd
provide a boost for the Islad s econony and
tourism Sandown Arport has a log histary
of providng for recreationd flying and
teaching and has d so patentid for ar rdaed
enpl oynert uses wthinthe site It is fdt that
Sandown Arpat is nwe gpropriate for
recreationd flying activities as opposed to
Benfori dge which although attracting gliding
and associated uses is considered to be a

Hlicopter Land ng Fecilities

comercia arport. Ths sgit inpoison o
services is likely to conti nue as Sandown has
a grass runvay, nore suited to giders ad

ligt aradt, whereas Benbridge has a
concrete runway, nore desirable for
conmercial users. It is hoped that the

upgradi ng of Benbridge Arport coudd lead to
the devel opnent of links to the continent as
ve| as aher Bitisharpats

14.45 Helicopter transport nay of fer an
aternative neans of travel to and fromthe
Idad ad it is dten used during Qowes

TR20 Planning applications for helicopter landing facilities will only be approved where they
are providing an essential service and the operation would have a minimal effect on the
environment. If a single facility to serve the Island is proposed, it should be by its siting and
operation easily able to integrate with the existing transport network. Operators will be
required to adopt operational practices which reduce to a minimum the adverse effect of their

activities, in particular, noise on neighbouring uses.

Week and other such occasions and for
energency service requirenents A though
requiring less rumay construction than a
fixed wng plane, helicopter operation can be
intrusive and adversely affect the
environnent. The Quncil wll therefore,
vwhen considering planning applications for
helicopter landng sites, need to be satisfied
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that the location is acceptade in terns of
access and the noise standards and safety
requirenent s d the Gul Avigion Athority
aefdly nat.
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