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Leisure and Sport Facts

o] There is a trend away from team sports towards individual pursuits.

o] There is a growing participation by older age groups in sports activity.
o] Most sports participation of the Island is based on small clubs and organisations.
I ntroducti on coast and courtryside. In addtion there is a
wde range of out door organised sport and
17.1  In common wth other areas of Bitadn recregtiod fadlities, dten based around

the Island has experienced a dramatic rise in
the nunbers of peopl e patidpainginsporting
activities. Reduced working hours have
increased leiswre tine vhich, aong wth a
greater avareness of heath and fitness, has
resuted in incressed use o the Islad s
edistingfacilitiesad gvenriseto pressure for
nore to be provided Qrer the last ten years
there has been a nunier of naj or |eisure and
recreati onal devel opnent s conpl eted on the
Island, incdluding theicerink and boting dley
a Ryde, the athletics track at Sandown, a new
footbd|l goud a Nwot and facilities a
Sl [brook, Ryde, includng an artificid
fladit @dtch table temis centre and
gymnmasi um Furthernore, the upgradi ng and
inprovenant of existing facilities have t aken
place aa Sandown Bay Leisure Contre, for
exanple, to cater for nodern leisure and
sporting needs. There has al so been a nove
fromteam to indvidud sparts, dog wth
increased patidpation by both wonen and
ol der age groups

17.2 Whlike many nmainland urban and
netropd it an areas however, theldadis vl
caered for in terns of infornal open space,
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loca clubs. In recent years, there has been
increased pressure for year round or wet
vethe fadlities.

17.3 Athough there is a recogni sed need
to provide for sports provision in the
countryside, the increased patidpaion in
spart s such as nount ain biking, orienteering
and horse riding can threaten the nost
sensitive areas of the Island and the
cotinung enphasis is to direct recreationd
ativity, were possible, in and around
existing settlenents. In the towms, provision
for nore fornal sports such as athletics and
football continues to be required where
access is easy for locd peope patiadaly

those who do not have a car, thereby
reducing further requirenents on the
court rysi de.

17.4 Pessure for devel opnent proposal s

wthin settlenent sd ten |eads to recreati ona
| and bei ng consi dered an easy option for the
provision of housing and other uses, but this
needs to be viewed against the potentia
inpact of having to dlocate dterrative sites
in the coutryside as well as the |oca

Leisure and Sport


Wendy Perera
Highlight

Wendy Perera
Highlight

Wendy Perera
Highlight


Isle of Wight Unitary Development Plan 1996-2011
Adopted 18 May 2001

recreational and anenity val ue of urban open
spae it sel f. Governnent gui dance on sport
and recreation laid down in PRGL7 suggest s
it isaninport ant function of the devel opnent
plan to ensure land and vater resources are
alocated for both infornal recreation and
fornal sport. Hans shodd include specific
poicies on the pratection of public ad
private open space the avalaility o pdic
rigts of vay, paying fields ad the needs of
dderly ad pegpe wth dsabilities.

for sport and leiswreis provided by the Spat s
Qucil for the Suthern Region Its broad
principles have been developed by the
Quncil in the production of  Sporting
Hrizons - A Spots Straey fa the Ide o
Wight (1995, which includes a section on
the rde of the devel opnent plan. This det dls
the inport ant link between sport's provision
and | and use planning and the need for any
futhe fadilities to be idetified throuh the
UDP process.

17.5

Strategic guidance on the provision

“ Sporting Horizons” - The Sports Strategy of the Isle of Wight Council,
1995

The aims of the strategy are to provide improved access to sport for all and to create more
opportunities for the individual to take part in and enjoy sport at whatever level suits them.
The strategy is in full accord with the responsibility given to local authorities and local Sports
Councils through “Sporting Futures”, the Regional Strategy for Sport and Recreation 1994 -
1999 and deals with:

- Planning for sport;

- The management of sport;

- Facilities;

- Equal opportunities;

- Coaching;

- Information and Communication;
- Sports events.

It recognises the inextricable link between land use planning and sports provision as well as
the competition between other land uses and recreational facilities in built up areas of the
Island. The strategy concludes that sports and planning can serve compatible and
complementary purposes by identifying needs and the most efficient and sustainable use of
land and resources.

Objectives:
The aims of this section are:

o] to provide for a comprehensive range of recreational and leisure facilities appropriate
to the Island’s needs;

o] to promote leisure, sport and recreation with an emphasis on groups where participation
is traditionally low, ie, the disabled and elderly;

o] to take account of the natural recreational assets of the Island, while recognising the
importance of nature conservation;

(o] to promote the efficient and effective use of existing facilities through dual uses.

Infornal Recreation Rovision in the Guntryside

L1  Planning proposals for informal recreational uses in the countryside will be acceptable
in principle, provided they do not conflict with the need to protect the natural and built heritage
of the lIsland. Proposals which make use of existing buildings, particularly those of
architectural or historic interest will be preferred.
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17.6  The Quncil recognises the val ue of
encouraging public enjoynent of the
countryside. Qit door recrestiond activities
nornal |y considered appropriate to the
countryside include infornal recreation and
sporting activities such as waking, ruming,
nawe trails ad study, horse and cycle
ridng, fishing and cetain water-based
activities. Infornal recreation involves
activities which can be undert aken wthout

Fornal Recreati on Provision

the need for a narked-out pitch or cowrt. The
use of the countryside by the public nay
require sone devel opnent such as
supparting interpret aive fadlities, sl car
parks, refreshnent or picnic aress, talet s and
oher buldngs drectly rdaed to out door
activities, but ingererd these wll beaxdllay
tothe recreastiond use ad nat essertia for it
to happen.

L2  Planning proposals for new buildings, extensions or improvements to formal sports
facilities, including all-weather, floodlit pitches, will be acceptable in principle provided that
they are located within or adjacent to, existing settlement boundaries and:

a there are no unresolvable traffic problems;
b conditions limiting hours of use are applied where necessary;
c they do not result in an unacceptable loss of amenity.

17.7 Fornal sports can best be defined as
those attivities requiring fadlities o lad au
pitches and grounds, ie. footbal, squash,
cricke ad gdf. Islad resident s patiadaly
those wth restricted nobility and no access
toaca, reqire spat s fedlities wthin essy
reach of their hones. Proposal s well beyond
the boundaries of existing settlenents can
have an adverse inpact on the countryside,
and are of tendf ficdt toreech patiadaly fa
chlden As far as possible sport and leisure
activities shodd be caeed for wthin the
conmunities that they serve. \Mere
provision wthin a defined settlenent is not
possi bl e, however, proposals should be
drected to sites ajacat to edsting bult-up
areas, and away from the nost sensitive
countrysi de and coast d aress. Wereit is nat

proposal s shou d be sited so that they relate
to edisting huldngs, ie nat isdaed from
existing devel opnent on areas of open
countryside or undevel oped coast. Such
devel opnent shoul d be kept | owkey , which
neans, in effect, a mninal nunber of
facilities kept as uddtrusive as possibe for
the agivity tot ake pl ace.

17.8 There is curetly a lack o dlI-
vesther floodit out door facilities onthelslad
vwhich the Quncil is seeking to encourage
and pronote in appropriate locations, whilst
ensuring these do not create problens
paticdaly for nearby residets and road
trd fic users. Rarticuar attention needs to be
taken wth floodighting which can aof fed
ad o ni ng occupi ers.

In line wth the strategc am, it is

possible for proposals to be devel oped
adjacet to existing settlenents, any 17.9
I ndoor Spat s Fdlities
L3 Planning applications for new indoor sports facilities will be approved where:
a they are appropriate in scale and character to the surrounding buildings and area;
b there is no adverse environmental effect;
c they are located within or adjacent to existing settlements;
d there is good access by public transport.

consi dered that devel opnent of such facilities
should be located in and around centres of
popul ation, where the developed form is
appropriate and access by loca people is
easiest. Qwernnent advice is to encourage
leisure uses as part of a mixed devel opnent
in toamn centres as a way of encouragi ng
vt dity andviadility doring and out si de nornal
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shopping hours. The Quncil therefore
cosidersit inport ant toexpore opportunities
for the devdopnent of intom sites, ad
those wthin, and ajaning the principa
residertia aess of the Islad s settlenent s
before considering sites outside the
devel opnent boundaries. Were an in-town
site is mt practicd, a site ok side the
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settlenent nay be considered, provided it
can be developed in accordance wth the
gererd paiciesdof thispanadiswel served

by pudlic transport.

17210 The Qouncil recognises the

Potection of (Qoen Spaces, Village Geens and Alotnent s

exceptional circumstances where:

L4  Planning applications for development resulting in the loss of established, proposed or
future public or private open spaces, village greens and allotments will only be approved in

a development for community purposes would be of greater benefit than retaining the
open space and allotments and there are no other suitable sites available; and
b suitable alternative provision is provided prior to the development taking place.

cotribution that existing open spaces (both
pulic and private) and alotnents nake to
infornal and fornal recrestiond activities, as
vwell as their general anenity value. In
addition, PPGE7 outlines the need for
policies which seek to pronote open spaces
and a nuner of sites previously allocated in
forner local plans for devel opnent have now
been suject to Guncil resdutions to be
ether Wdly, a patidly, rda ained for open
space purposes, including village green
designtions. Thereis aneed to ret ain these
facilities and devel ogpnent of such land wil
not nornally be permitted. In exceptiond
circunst ances, the prior provision of
adternative open space o dlotnents o &
leest equivd et standard in terns of quaity,
accessibility and size, nay nake the
devel opnent of such facilities for conmunity

inport at part of our wban areas as they
repr esent breathing spaces bet ween
devel oprment s. (pen spaces have infornal,
fornal recreation or generad anenity val ue,
but areas do nat include car parks, under-
used or vacat sites which are wthin the
devel oprnent envel ope.

17.11 Trecriteriafor idetifying goen space
is as fdlos: Land or vater wthin defined
settlenent boundaries having infornal or
fornal recreation value or general anenity
value, whether public or private (but
exclud ng gardens of residentia properties) .
In order to reduce pressure for their
deve gpnent, it is essetid that this pan
nakes adequate provision for devel opnent
needs.

fadlities accgt able. (pen spaces are an
Devel oprent Wthin Parks and Girdens

17.12 Many parks, gardes, paying fidds

L5 Planning applications for a limited amount of leisure and recreational development
within existing parks, recreation grounds, sports grounds and gardens will be permitted
provided that:

the use is complementary to the open space;

the development is appropriate to the scale and character of the open space;
there is no overriding environmental objection;

appropriate landscaping is proposed;

it cannot be accommodated by the re-use or refurbishment of existing buildings.

DQ O T O

and sport s grounds have only a linted range
o facilities for their users. Gang ng roons,
pavilions and associated indoor facilities can
be apropriate to the nature and activity of
recreational uses wthin open spaces, and
provided they are sensitive to the

surroundi ng envi ronnent, coul d be approved.
Wiere such devel opnent is considered
gproriae ful cosdtaion wth paetid
users Wil be undert aken.

17.13 There is a need to retan schod
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Loss of Schod Playing Fieds

L6 Planning applications which would result in the loss of school playing fields will only be
approved where:

a the proposed use is associated with the educational function of the school;
b equivalent or better replacement open space, with good, safe access from the school
is provided, prior to development taking place.

payingitswhchaeimpat artnbgoan guats  heb) onsdhod pying itk whee

right and can also have a dual communty the educational et ablishment does not
use. However, ep anson of schod and berei fom te addiodl povEon
educational or communiy uses, at ches, et Corsteraion needs o be gven b any lost

sl be consdkered where the need arises spae beng repowked pir © the
andpovoedoverdbssadsuchsp ace does developmentt  adgpbce

nat oo, The Cound does nat wish ©

encourage sports fdes (d.og i 1714 ThepreviousS tuciePentenid
Golf Course Development

L7  Planning applications for golf courses and appropriate associated development will only
be approved where:

a the development does not have a detrimental impact and consequently protects any

designated wildlife habitat;

b existing landscape features are maintained;

c there is no loss of high quality agricultural land;

d within Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the landscape is protected and enhanced.
te ned fr an nereiordl & anchd o Alhough god course development il
aue Asa restk a number of goprovals impact on the ervionment tis can be
hae been ganted, but o dae no minimsed by te ue o te edig
development o ts & andard has been fopogaphical brndscape fealures. Pradice
compeied. Gofcouses ontheronnare nat has shown that good management and
aurenly constkred © be sshinendg on hautenaonaesgeaia tstriohba
the Idand and therefore any scheme may and fauna, where none exisied, thereby
need assodated developmernt o ensure its lkadngtoervionmentd berds
vidi lity. Thedobbededyebiedote
odf couse ad cold iiduce ahadl The 1715 The plan no longer shows an
Southem Region S  pats Cound has docain for gf oouse deveopmant et
ceriedtemenbdyrnesddasa pay- Scofand Farm,  Godshil  (known  as
asyouply 18hdecourse Trssgvate Tresseood) as the proposed scheme has
rnumberd membasaly fdiesaurenly beensheledandtheland sod
aekhk, adtebdkdamungoavene
Jeties, Pontoons and Sipnways

L8 Planning applications for jetties, pontoons, slipways, and similar proposals will be
approved within defined settlements and other areas of development on the coast, provided
there is no unacceptable impact on:

other water users;

the ecological, geological and archaeological value of the site;
views and access;

the possible effects on adjacent and/or adjoining land;

the hydrology of the river flow.

ODQ O T O
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17.16 Beirngindl itsforns is an extrengly
inport at recregtiod activity on the Islad
The Solent and adjoining waters are
inenatiod ly inport ant for recreationd and
sporting sailing and boating and conmerci a
shipping wth nany conpeting interests in
congested waters along the extensive
shardine The Isle of Wgt Quxil is a
nenfber of the Solent Forum conprised of
authorities and agencies invoved in the
planning and nanagenent of the Solent
aea. The Solent Forum has produced
strategc gudance for the Slent to provide
co-ordinated advice on issues relating to the

Noi sy Spats

econonic, recreational and environnent &
assets of the wder area Witer access in
ogtan aess is linmted and it wud be
desirable to inprove access were it is
inadequate. It has been recogni sed that there
is aneed for both potoons ad jetties, but
they will only be considered appropriate
where they can conply wth the above
aitegia The criteria wll aso be used wen
considering the possibility of devel oping
noorings ad piles. In generd, newfacilities
wll not be encouraged in areas of the
undevel oped coast .

waterways;

consent may be considered appropriate.

L9 Planning applications for the use of land for noisy sports may be permitted where:
a they do not adversely impact on sensitive areas, including the coast and inland

b they have a main road location and adequate access;
c they do not adversely affect nearby residents.

Existing mineral workings should be considered as a first option where the proposal will not
prejudice the long-term extraction of material. In some cases, a temporary or time limited

17.17 A preset there are only a fewsites
on the I'sland whi ch have pl anni ng pernissi on
for the operation of noisy sports. Unhder
paning legislation, noisy activities can
operate for 14 days a year wthout needi ng
pl anni ng pernissi on. Many organ-i sed event s
take place on a variety of sites, sone of
whi ch cause nei ghbour probl ens.

17.18 If a qitade site codd be found,
conditions could be inposed to regulate the
we Thereis aneed to find accept dde sites
for sy spats such as speedway, nato
cross, shooting and waterborne activities
wiich would then alow nore stringent
poicies to be gpdied in other countryside
aess If adteismt idatifiedit islikdy tha
the Island wll cotinue to accept such

Qpen Space in Housi ng Devel opnent s

ativitiestot ake pace in patetidly sersitive
areass under the 14-day rue This coud
potentialy creste nore problens if aloved to
continue in an uncontrolled way and the
idetificaion of acoet able sites nay lead to
the aleviation of noise and enviromnent &
disruption. Due to the topography, locaian
extraction and appearance of nineral
vorkings, such locations nmay prove nore
qitade to sy sports as they ae likdy to
dolittle additiona harmto the | andscape and
reduce noi se nuisance by their location and
features. Nneral workings tend to provide a
nat ural anphitheatre which enabl e sites to be
appropriate for various noisy sporting
ativities These activities wll then be nore
cotained interns of noise or environnent &
damage.

L10 Housing developments will be permitted if they contribute towards the provision of:

a open space in the area to the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) standards;
b general amenity space as part of the scheme.

17.19 The NPFA recommends a m ni num
$andard for out door play space of 24 hec
tares per 1000 popu ation Included wthin this
figreisaspxdficdlociond 12 hett ares far
ptch sports. Depending on the popul ation

pdile o the locdity cowerned the ta &
$ andard should be net by an aggregati on of
space wthin the fd |l owng ranges:

a aut door sport (L6to 1.8 ha);
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b chlden s pay space (0.6 to 0.8 ha).

17.20 Sxh provision wll be the sugect of
negatiation, having regard to the size and
cheracteristics of the site, the type o housing
proposed and the availability of existing open
space provi si on.

17.21 Devel opers wil a so have to consi der,
inadtion to ths, the ppovision o irfarnal
and/or anenity open space as pat o the
schere which contributes to the |oca
environnent and provides for an inproved

quality of devel opnent.

17.22 Inthe past open play space provision,
paticdaly on lage estates, has created
probl ens due to poor managenent, |ack of
funding for on-going naintenance and poor
location in the overdl design resuting in
cring, nuisance and neglect. This has of ten
resuted in pressure for the spaces to be
devel oped leading in sone cases to the | oss
of the open space This neans peopl e have

17-7

hed to trad futhe fa thar recrestiod
needs, of ten across busy hi ghways.

17.23 In order to ensure proper provision
the Guncil wll negotiate wth devel opers to
provide suf ficient open space and financial
contributions t ovar ds the ongoi ng
nai ntenance of that space for a specified
period. Insnall schenes, the Guncil nay be
prepared, were there is aready consi dered
to be adequate levels of space accessible
locdly, to consider contribution towards
inproved facilities on an existing play area

17.24 Inthe case of genera anenity areas
wthin schenes, design and planting can
dfectively reduce naintenance to negligible
levels and in sone cases could lead to the
inroduction of snall local neture reserves.
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