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2 APLAN FOR THE FUTURE

I ntroducti on

21 Mst residents regard the Isle o
Wight as a specia place. WWether born here,
o a mgrant fromthe nainland, the vay of
life, the uwspalt tows ad villages, the
beautifu countryside and the people, al goto
nake the Isle of Wgt uiqe The desire to
liveanthe ldadis, inlage pat, ardledin
of these inherent attractions. Above al
though, the Island is sinply hone to nany
peopl e and they have no desire to leave. The
Idad s character is jedously guarded by its
popdaion, ad it is essatid tha fuue
gonh does not destroy the very qualities
vhi ch nake it so special .

22 Gowh and devel opnent however,
aeessatid if thelsladis toresdve sone of
the problens caused by its severance. As an
Island, the county is disadvant aged
economcal |y and suf fers fromrd aivdy high
unenpl oynent and | ow level s of investnent.
THs is in pat due to high cross-Sdent
traspart costs and nore difficut access,
whi ch creates a disincertive for conpanies to
locate here. Wth a high rdiace on towrism
the Island is, in comon wth nany WK resort
aess, dsofigtimgtoreitdiseths sectar o
t he econony.

23 Inorder to alowfor necessary gronth
in the econony and to provide for housing
and facilities for the gowng popd aion, the
pl an needs to nake suf ficient land dlocatios
and contain appropriate poicies for
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necessary devel opnent to occur quickly and
d fectivdy. The plan sees a long-termfuture
for the Island in which the opportunities and
lifestyle of existing ad fuue residat s ae
inproved, while the quaity of the
envi ronnent is naint ai ned and enhanced.

24 Athough over the plan period we will
requi re devel opnent to provi de new jobs and
hossing, it is cosidered that this can be
absorbed on the Island qute satisfactorily
wthout conpronising the environnent.
Apropriate devel opnent is essentia if the
Islad is to prosper, but if properly paned
ad a the rigt scde it need not adversdy
dfet theldad s odl qdities. Achieving
the right balance between encouraging
necessary and appropriate devel opnent and
pratecting the Island s environnent over the
long-termis the key issue being addressed
by the pan

25 FUll enpl oynent, a vibrant econony,
suf ficient housing, efficient services ad
transport ation systens, easily availabe
leiswre ad sport s facilities, good access to
the mainland and an overall sense of
comuni ty, shoud not be regarded as over-
anbitious ains and, given the right
circunst ances, are considered achievabl e
wthin the gdan s tine scae Wile the pan
cannot provi de the neans for achi eving these
ajectives, it wll be the franevark v ch wil
qude oher intiaives, wether these ae
private o pldic-sectar led
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Rural Regeneration Strategy

disadvantaged;

quality;

Since 1984, the whole of the Isle of Wight has been designated as a Rural Development Area
(RDA). The Rural Development Commission has established the Rural Development
Programme (RDP) process as a strategic approach to the economic and social problems of
the area through a co-ordinated programme of action. An integrated approach to
development is encouraged, involving all sectors of the rural community where strategies are
proactive programmes of action, not a loose collection of projects. Partnerships with both
public and private bodies and a new approach to regional and local level working are
essential to the RDP process and form the core of the RDA management structure.

There are a number of principles which underlie the strategy. These are:

I To achieve a unity of vision for the Island’s rural areas that integrates their economic,
social and environmental characteristics;

[ To promote community involvement and ownership of the strategy and projects;

[ To promote greater access to resources by rural people, especially those who are

I To justify each project in terms of its economic, social and environmental sustainability;
I To promote individual and community health and well being, as well as environmental

[ To build on strengths and try to resolve weaknesses, promoting the Isle of Wight
economy, society and environment to their best advantage.

26 Aoove al, the plan shoul d provide the
conmunity wth a guarantee that the
essatia qualities wvhich nake the Island so
special are not destroyed. Necessary and
desirable growh wll be encouraged and
provided for, but oy inagpropxiate |l ocatias.
Excessive or undesirable devel opnent will
not be pernmitted The environnent of the
Islad wil be praected for its own sake and
for the benefit of present and future

generati ons.
The Isl and Gont ext

27 The preparation of the UWitay
Devel opnent A an has t aken account of the
curent issues facing the Isle of Wght and the
fodlowng is a brief summary. Mre detaled
infornation can be found in the background

papers listed in Appendi x K
Popul ati on Change

28 The population of the Isle of Wdt
has grown steadily since the Second Wrld
Wa. Infornation from the census of
popul ation shows a rate of growth between
1981 and 1991 of 7.5% which is the
equivalent of about 900 people per annum
The 1995 nid-year estinate produced by the
Gfice o Ntiod Statistics (N gves a
figre of 125111 pegde living on the Islad.
OB adso proect popuation into the future
and estinate that by midyear a the end of
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the plan period (2011), the popdation of the
Isle o Wgt wll have risen to 129, 900.

29 The Island has an ageing
denogr aphi ¢ structure, wth a high proportion
of ederly and retired pegde FHogues from
ONS suggest that at nid-year 1995, 29% of

the popul ation was 60 or over. Those aged 16
or under are predicted to nake up about 19%
d theldad s popul ation throughout the plan
period

Mgration

2.10 Population projections are dependent
on a range of assunptions. Qne of the nost
inport ant of these assunptions and one of
the nost dfficdt to pedd accuddy is
nmgration. Deaths const antly exceed hirths
on the Island ad this wud lead to a
declining popd aion if there vas nat net in
mgration. Mgaion to the Isle of Wdt is
tradtiod |y high, but as it is very dependent
on the state of the nationa econony, it is
lidde to wde flutuations. The 1995 net
mgration figure vas 97, the highest since
1989, possibly indicating a degree of
econonic recovery.

211 Mgaionboahinadou o thelsled
Wight is domnated by the younger age
groups and thereis nornal ly a net |ass of 15
2 year dds. Young people tend to | eave the
Island for higher education and job
opportunities and nany do not return. The
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Island lacks the range of high quaity jabos
necessary to atract its young peopl e back
fromthe nainland. In nidd e and ol der age
groups the Island gains popul aion, ancther
factor which contributes to the elderly
popul ation structure.

212 Thehighreiance on net mgation for
popul ation gronh neans that forecasting
change is nore dif ficut thenin aher aress o
the coutry. It aso neans that noch of the
increase in popu aionis fromal ready forned
househol ds who come to the Island needi ng
acconmmodat i on.

Househol ds

213 A thetine of the 1991 Gnsus, there
were 51, 253 private househol ds on the Isl e of
Widt. The 1992-based Departnent of the
Envi r onnent househal d proj ecti ons
(published in Mrch 1995) suggest that the
nuner of households on the Island is set to
increase by 11.5% (6000), from 52000 in
1992 to 58000 in 2011 The housi ng needs
survey hes also idetified a large nuner of
hi dden househol ds in the popul ati on.

MO lity of the Ropd ation

214 The popuation of the Islad has to
rdylagdyonthelsadit sdf toprovide s,
hones and services. Thereis rdaiwdy little
coomuting to and from the Island and
nei ghbouring areas  cannot provi de
opportunities in the sane way as on the
nai nland. A short age of job opportunities can
have a severe ef fect on popd ation flons wth
peopl e leaving to find work on the nai nl and.
Mgation to the Island nay still continue
under these circunst ances, but this is nore
likdy toberetirenet mgration The fact thet
average wage rates are nuch lower than
nost of the rest of the Lhited K ngdom can
aso work as a push factor in encouragi ng
out-ngrati on.

Sever ance

215 Athoughthe Isle of Wght is regarded
as pat o the reativdy prosperouss Suth
Bast, it is physicadly and economica ly
separated from the rest of the region
Athough the ferry crossings are fairly short
they are anong the nost expensive in the
WK and studies have denonstrated that this
has a negative i npact on the soci o-econonmc
devel opnert of the Island. The cross- Sol ent
ferry services provide a nost the sol e neans
o traspot for passengers, cars, coaches
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and conmercial vehicles to and fromthe Isle
of Wght. Supplies and naterias for
agricul ture, nanufacturing and services have
to be transported to the Islad a
cosiderade cost and the situation is the
sane for exports As well as being costly, the
tine invdved is dsruptive to business ad
tourist demand in peak nonths disrupts
busi ness travd as the ferries are o tenful.

216 The cost of travel nay aso act as a
dsincetive to the day/short bresk wvisitor
nmar ket. However, coversey, severance nay
aso be a key factar in the existence of the
torist trade. It is the reason wy the Islad
has nat suf fered sone of the pressures and
over-devel opment  experienced on the
nai nl and.

Investnent and Infrastructure

217 Qe o the n@or problens for the
econony of the Isle of Wdt is the lak o
investnent. There have been no new hotel s
built since the Second World W&, irdstrid
devel opnent has generally had to be
subsidised by the pudic sector and the level
of population has been too low for the
provision of sone services ad fecilities. The
costsof naintanngthelargeinfrastructure of
the Island on linted budget s can lead to an
ar d reget. This can have an inpact onthe
Idad s inage, wich in tun can & fex
i nvest nent and touri sm

218 In recent years however, there hes
been sone considerable investnent in
shoppng facilities, wth severd o the big
mitiples developing on the Islad - for
exanpl e Marks and Spencers, Bitish Hne
Stores and Qrrys. Recent investnent has
been concentrated in Newport, wth a
corresponding decline of sone of the
tradtiond Hgh Street shopping areas in
aher tows . There has been considerabl e
wgadng o towism fedlities, patiadaly
hoiday centres and attracti ons.

I nvest nent for Devel opnent

219 Mo gothinthelslaxd s econony
isnrelikdytot ake place wth some formof
direct intervertion fromthe Governnent or
Brope. In 1993 the Island was awvarded
Internedi ate Area Status by the Governnent.
This dlos for acatanled o gat adto
help in funding the devel opnent of plant or
buildings by enployers. Aplication for
yj ective 2 European Funding was however
rgected in 1994. The Island renains a Rural
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Devel opnent  Aea, wth opportunities for
grant funding of social and econonic
prgects, despite the area being reduced in
size from1994. It is hoped that the Islad
nay qualify for BJ Structural Funding when
the current regne is revieved in 1999. The
plan nakes provision for the rates of gronh
wich wil be necessary for the e fedtive
regeneration of the Island econony. The
planning franework has to t ake into account
thepossibility o aut side assist ance leading to
increased devel opnent pressure and what
can be considered a sustandde levd o
goh.

Econom c Structue

220 Data from the 1993 Census of
Enpl oynent (a | arge-scal e post &
questionnaire of enpl oyers), shows that the
Idad s econony continues to be prinarily
supported by the service i ndustry, wth d nost
50% of enploynent concentrated in this
sector. Dstribuion hads ad rest aurant s
enpl oy a further 30% wth 16%enpl oyed in
the manufacturing industry. The service
sector includes education, heath and public
admnistration as wdl as finacid,
recreati onal and cdtud activities.
Minuf act uri ng, whi ch account s for 16%af the
workforce, shows an overall decline in
enploynent as it has traditionally been
dependent on the shipbuilding and repar
industries which have been suf fering bady
fromthe ef fed s of the recessi on

Touri sm

221 Towismis a ngo industry on the
Island and a significant enployer. 1n 1993 the
tourismindustry enployed nore than 7000
pede drectly o indrectly in hods, guest
houses, hol i day canps, catering,
etert aimnent, recreation ad leisure. In the
past, tourismon the Island has suf fered from
ardaivey short season wth a high levd of
seasonal, lowpaid enploynent. Despite
recent investnent by sone sectors, there
rem@ns a need to substatidly increase
investnent in new facilities, includng
infrastructure, and to ingrove tranng There
is a lack of top quality acconmodati on
throughout the Island, which has to conpete
wth other nainl and resort sfa it s share of the
narket. A the sane tine, considerable
strains can be put on the Islad s
infrastructure a pesk tines. The tourism
indusstry only operates a ful cepacity over a
linted season and the cost of travdlingtothe
Island is a naj or hindrance in devel oping the

24

key busi ness conf erence narket (which could
sustain hotel trade through the winter
nonths). In terns of specific activities,
yachting plays an inport at pat in torism
throughout the Island, but in paticda fa the
Gowes area, during Cowes ek

Quntrysi de, Ewironnent and Agenda 21

22 Bwironnenta issues were placed
firmhy on the intermational agenda in 1992
when the Earth Sunmit was held in Ro de
Jaeiro. This addressed nany of the key
issues involved in bal ancing devel opnent
needs wth the care and protection of the
environnent. The sunmit agreed to Agenda
21, which is an attenpt to specify wat
actions wll be needed to reconcile
devel opnent wth environnenta concerns.
Agenda 21 should guide and drive action
tovar ds sust ai nabl e devel opnent for years to
cone and gives politica commtrent to
redistic goals for integrating enviroment &
cocerns into a broad range of activities,
including agricuture, land-use and water
resources. Wite Papers produced by the
governnent have conmitted themto action
and nmany new initiatives have been
suggested ained at nmaintaining a
prosperous rural econony and a thriving
count rysi de.

223 The Islad s environnent and
countryside is a key resource which nust be
protected and enhanced. The countryside is
changi ng - newfarming practi ces have al tered
the lok o the coutryside ad it is dso
becomng an increasingly well-utilised
resowrce wth the grovth of public recreation
and access. Increasing levels of car
ownership have brought the countryside
wthin easy reach of nost people, for infornal
types of recrestion as vel| as active sports A
the sane tine the need for ef fective nature
conservation has led to a franmework of
internsgtiond, nationd and loca desigations
to pratect the envi ronnert.

224 Ps diverse economes and thriving
conmuni ties can hel p to protect and i nprove
the countrysi de, a bal ance needs to be struck
between conservation and growh. It is
inportat to resdve coflicts between
pressure for devel opnent, tourism and
recreation and the protection of what is best
inou coutrysice .
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Starting the Han Frocess

the Lhitary
have t aken

225 In preparing up
Devel opnent Han, the Guncil

into account a nuner of key factors about
the past and future devel opnent of the
Idad These key factors are:

now and in the future.

aims and objectives of this plan.

o] that previous Development Plans have attempted to provide an appropriate balance
between development and conservation of the environment.

o] that the plan must make appropriate provision for the needs of the population, both

0 that there is a strong desire amongst Islanders, not only to improve employment
opportunities, infrastructure and services on the Island, but also to maintain and
improve the Island’s environment and quality of life.

o] that future development should be considered on the basis of its impact on the Island
Community as a whole, and should be sustainable.

o] that no fixed link will be established with the mainland over the plan period. It is
considered that any such scheme will require a fundamental reassessment of the

SQust ai nabl e Devel opnent

226 It hes tradtiod |y been the viewthat
environment al  protection and econonc
gowth are inconpatible and that one can
only be achieved to the detrinent of the
other. The principles of sustardility
chal | enge this view however, suggesting that
through sust @i nable devel opnent , the two
goals can both be achieved In fact
devel opmrent can lead to conditions under
whi ch ef fective protection and enhancenent
of the erviromnent is nore likely to occur .

2.27 The concept of sustarmgility is now
vdl established, and underpins not only the
plamning system but aso a wde range of
new Gvernnent policies as well. Hanning
Pol i cy Qui dance notes (PRG), sanction and
encour age authorities to pr onot e
sust aingbility through the planning system
PPGL st aes:

Akey rde o the planning systemis
to enabl e the provision of hones and
buildings, inestnent and jos in a
vay which is consistent wth the
principles of sust ai nabl e devel op-
nent .
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228 This plan ains to provide a franawork
to encourage and gui de devel opnent on the
Island and to protect and enhance the
environnent. It enbodies the objectives of
swstandbility and indcates the neans by
wichit can be achieved It is considered thet
the Island represents a good exanple of
vwhere the sustainability concept can be
properly tested Ths wll invdve mat oly
considering the inpats both positive ad
negative, of new devel opnent, but also
determning the overd |l level of grovth which
is necessary and desirable. This approach wi |
invdve assisting ad prioritising planed and
desirable developnent while at the sane
tine, dearly indcating the type, location ad
scale of devel opnent which is undesirable
and shoul d not be permitted.

229 AMexanple of sustandility principges
as they o fect the rde ad fuction o locd
athoritiesis foudinthe st atenent on behal f
of the K Loca Gowvernnent to the Lhited
Ntion s Gonference on BEwironnent and
Devel opnent (UNCED). The neasures whi ch
local authorities consider shoud be
addressed under the headings of Hanning
and Land Wse are listed as fd | ovs:
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and landscape balances;

assessment.

o] to ensure no long term decline in non-renewable, natural and cultural resources;

o] to establish land-use zoning that does not increase the distance people have to travel
between home, work and other amenities;

o] to fully integrate land-use and transportation infrastructure into the planning process;
o] to regenerate and manage town centres;
o] to integrate pollution and energy factors into the statutory planning process;

o] to ensure that adequate green space is provided in urban areas to improve ecological

o] to re-use or rehabilitate derelict and degraded land;

o] to ensure that all major development proposals are subject to rigorous environmental

Strategy Statenent and A ns

230 The overdl cocept of the pan is

sumed up by the followng strategy
¢ atenent :
The Quncil wll seek to achieve, through

appropriate planning policies and sust ai nabl e
devel opnent, a viable and bal anced
population wth  better enpl oynent
opportuni ties, inproved services and a hi gher
gadard of living wile nantaning and
enhancing the specia qualities of the Islad
environnent. This statenent is developed in
ggt geerd ans, not inay order of priority,
vhich explain the broad philosophy of the
dan
A To provide a franework and gui dance
for the future devel opnert of the Isle
of Wdt that is bath sust ainabl e and
to the overdl benefit o the

popu ati on.

231 The UWitary Development Han
(UP, is one of aseries of docunent s bei ng
produced by various bodies to address the
future developnent of the Island.  The
tinescde of thepanaditsd auay ntue,
however, nake it the key docunent in
determining a long-term strategy for
devel opnent. As such, it is essetid that any
strategies produced by other bodies accord
wth the overall ans of the WP New
devel opment on the Island shoul d not undul y
prgudice opportunities for the future and
shoul d be approved only where on bal ance, it
berefits the population. Wile this nay be
gentoinerpret aion the overdl test shoud
be viether or nat the cdlective berefit o the
Island is enhanced by a devel opnent.
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Devel opment  in accordance wth the
provi sions of the approved devel opnent pl an
wll, innost cases, saisfythistest.

B To inprove the econonic and social
viability of Island Gnmunities hy
naking sufficet poision fo
necessary devel opnent .

232 Development is necessary and
dsirdde if the living standards of the
popu ation are to be nai nt ai ned and i nproved.
The plan nakes provision for a leve of
devel opnent which can be sustained and
wich it is hoped wll assist regeeraion
Cevel opnert wi il be directed tovards existing
conmunities where facilities can be shared
ad the benefits of investrent fdt by the

largest nunier of peopl e

C To encourage and provide inproved
opportunities for the creation of new

enpl oynrent and, in paticda, to
safeguard and enhance the
operations of existing firns.
233 The Island has a serious
unenpl oynent problem and needs to
encourage the developnent of new

busi nesses and enpl oynent. It is consi dered
that one of the best veys to dothisistohdp
existing Islad firns to expand o to
encourage the est abl i shnent of newfirns by
local entrepreneurs. The plan includes
specific pdicies to hdp locd businesses in
this vay. The Quncil considers that, inta a,
sf ficiet lad hes inthe past been alocated
for future industria devel opnent needs, but
suggest s thet futher dlocatios wil hep to
provide additional choice and opportunity.
Atracting newfirns to the Island has proved
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dgfficut and there has been oy limted
recent success. Neverthel ess, the benefitsd
an enpl oyer rel ocating to the Island woul d be
subst antial and the Quncil considers that
dfats to encourage relocation should
continue through a wde variety of neasures,
pdicies ad assistance. The plan nakes
specia provision for a newnaj or enpl oyer to
rdocaetothelslad aswdl asidatifying a
range of devel opnent sites.

D To recogise the dstinctive naturd
and cutural erviromnent and lifestyle
of the Island and to ensure that
devel opnent does not adversely
dfect these atribues,

23 The Island has a character and
envi ronnent whi ch nost peopl e | i ke and want
tobemaint aned The plan proposes that new
devel opnent which might adversely af fet
these features shoud be resisted unless
there are exceptiona reasons wy it shoud
be al | oved.

E To provide an adequate supply of
land for housing for the needs of the
popul ation both novand in the future.

235 bHousing is a basic human right.
BEhough housing nust be provided for the
needs of owr existing popuation and for
fuue goth Alocaions in the pan ad
opportunities for redevel opnent wll nake
availadesuf ficient land to neet likey housing
needs over the plan period Masures are
proposed to hel p provide housing that is both
d fordabl e and accessibl e.

F To ensuwre the protection and
enhancenent of the Island s
countrysi de and coast .

236 There is great pressure on the
countryside and coast, not only from
devel opnent, but also from recreation and
lesure uses. The pressure has increased as
farners have dversified their gperations into
non-farmng uses. Sone changes in the
coutryside are not only unavoidable, but
also nmay, in thenselves, be desirable. The
countryside is, however, such an inport at
asset to the Islad that its continued
paetion is vitd The plan maintans the
strict contro over developnent in the
countryside that has evol ved from previous
plans, it is conscious of the need to ensure
rural areas and their conmunities renan
vidde
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G To nake the best use of land and
other resources of the countryside in
a swstainable way, wthout unduy
conproni si ng the envi ronnent .

237 Tre pdides inths pgan wil hedp to

ensure that, when devel opnent does take
place, it is directed towards the nost
apropriate locations and that it is desigred
to have the mninum detrinentd inpact on
the enviroment. In every case, the benefits
of developnent wll be considered and
bal anced against the possible adverse
inpact onthe Islad s environnent d, sodd
and econonic fabric.

H To encourage the ef ficient novenent
of people and goods by the nwst
dfective use o the existing

transport ation network and the
pronotion of alternative nethods of

tramsport.
2.38 Like nost areas, the Island has comne
under increasing pressure in recent years

fromdranatic gronth in car usage. Gven the
rud nature of noch of the Island and the
redaivey lov leves of pudlic transport
proisan it islikdy thet rdiace an the car
wll continue. Grrent Gvernnent advice
and the pdicies in this pan wll, hovever,
attenpt to reduce this dependence on private
vehicles. Mjor additions and inprovenent s
to the road network coul d be envi ronnent dly
unaccept able and counter-productive, and
consideration will be given to encouraging
the use of aternative nethods of transport.

M Isl and Qrervi ew

239 Thelsle of Wgt hesits om idertity,
character and clearly defined boundaries.
The Island can be likened to a jigsaw were
each piece represents a df feet fact o
Idad life The major elements would be
represented by large pieces but each of
these in turn would be nade up of snaller
conponent pats. Queral the nuner of
elenents and issues leads to a highly
conpl ex puzzle where each piece is
inport ant inbuildng up the conplete picture.

240 Trefuued thelsladis patlyinthe
hands of influences beyond its shores but the
planning process is intended to provide a
framework capade o atracting bereficid
investnent whether this is for enpl oynent,
torism education or cuture wilst resisting
influences which would harm the val ued
historic and natural features and character of
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the Idad s teit age.

241 The Island cannot be considered in
isoation from nainland England and the
ferries provide the lifdine for goods, services
and visitors. Inproverents to the ferry
services, in terns of cost, tine, freguency
and confort, are encouraged and wel coned
and the need to ensure ef ficient connections
and transport interchange facilities both on
the Island and nainland is recognised. The
curent levd o ferry service, were vehicud ar
trdfic now has fast connections to the
notorway network, and central London is
only tw hours away for passengers using
hi gh speed ferries and trains, neans that the
Island is in agood position to patidpaefdly
as pat of the Suth Esst regon.

2.42 Mst developnent is directed to the
existing main centres of popuation to
naxi nnse the benefits of edsting services
and infrastructure and reduce the need to
travel, but the specid needs of the rud
econony are also addressed. The
dversificaion of rurd businesses ad the
resse of agricdtud buldngs for business
purposes to support farns are alowed as
exceptions to generd pdicies of constraint in
the countryside. The countryside is an asset
for nany aspects d the Idad s tourism
industry, as well as being inport at init's own
right, so the protection and enhancenent of
the character and featwres of rural aress are
vt dly inport at.

243 In sinple terns, the Island can be
dvided intothree broad regons . The Ryde,
Gowes, Newport area has been the nain
location for residentia and comercial
devel opnent on the Island. The area has an
inport at fuction in the provision o jabos,
houses and conmunication links wth the
nai nland and has the greatest concentrati on
o services, infrastructure ad fadlities.

244 The south east coastd resats
stretching fromVentnor to Sandown have a
character largely based on the infl uences of
torism The area attracts large nunbers of
visitas, particuarly during the sunmer
nonths, and nuch of the enpl oynent and
the services located there rely heavily upon
the haiday trade.

245 Therest o thelslad ad by far the
greatest land area, is characterised by open
coutryside punctuated wth snall villages
and the quieter settlenents of Feshwater,
Yarnouth and Benbridge. Ayicdtue rud
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tourismand snall-scale enterprises are the
inport ant econonic activities.

246 The plan identifies a nuner of
issues, proposals and |ong-term schenes
whi ch may inpact upon these areas. A nore
Okt al | ed assessnent is provided in Appendi x
J. Bch o the Islad s settlenents hes its
om dstinct character arising fromits histay
and nodern function. Gentral Newport ret airs
is nedieval street pattern and narket town
character, while the surrounding town
provi des a range of resi denti al
accomnmodation and nodern industria and
trad ng est ates. Gowes and East Qowes grew
around heavier industries and shipbuildng
associated wth the harbour and nore
recatly as a ferry port.

2.47 The heavy industry is now repl aced
wth nodern hightech industries and a highly
skilled vorkforce based, for exanple, on
conposite naterials and electronics. Ryde
oignaly grew as a seaside resort and
etevay to the Islad as aresut o the pier,
acting wth the ferry service, as an extension
o the minadralvey itverk It still fufills
both functions today wth the additional
attraction of a seafront leisure harbour.
Sandown, Lake, Shanklin and Ventnor aso
grew as coastd resats wth the ral
connect i on.

2.48 The gr eat est pressure for
devel opnent and investnent appears to be
directed tonards Newport which is naturaly
atragtivedetoitsrdeasthelsad scait &
and admnistrative centre and because of its
cetrad location The existing vibrant
shopping street s in Newport have t aken the
rde as the Islad s main retal centre ad
cotinne to atract futher retaling
investnent. This needs to be located where it
wll not harmthe existing tom centre as a
wade o oaher retal centres around the
Idad The other nain towns are expected to
continue to neet their locally generated
needs for shopping, acting as district centres,
adnay redisticdly see acotractionof ther
existing core areas. Each town should have
is own town centre nanagenent pl an setting
ot how the centre functions, whilst
respecting the unique requirenents of each
interns of access, circd aion, parking, use dof
naterial s and townscape.

249 lad for job crestion is dlocated
throughout the Island, and each of the nain
settlenent sd fers serviced sites availad e for
new devel opnent. The Guncil have carried
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out advance hi ghway i nprovenent s to assi st
the devel opnent of sone of these sites and
vwork closely wth the Riura Devel opnent
Gmmission in providing new enpl oynent
opportunities. In addtion the nain Islad
nanuf act uring firng ha d land for expansi on.

250 The Island has long had a good
reput ation for seaside hdidays ad is vl
placed to cotinue to provide these and
extend the holiday choice into activity
hoidays which are growng in popularity,
either as anmain hdiday or short break. The
extensive network of footpaths, brid evays
and country lanes laced through the
countryside, where half the Island is
recognised as Areas of Qut ¢ anding Natural
Beauty, are proving to be an asset ad
atraction far geen towism The proposal s
to redise the patetid for incressing pldic
rigts of way and access through the
countryside by extending the use of forner
ralvay lines wll be o beefit to Idad
resident s advisitas dike

251 The Islad s coastline and inshore
vaters provide the ided location for nany
forns of vater sport. The annual Round the

Island yacht race is one of the higgest
patidpatory sporting evets in the coutry.
Bildng on the foundation of the histoaric
Cowes Week regatta, new and exciting
international sailing and poverboat events
are being atracted ad shoreside facilities
bei ng upgraded to neet noder n
expect ations. Mdern water sports (such as
wndsurfing), are continuing to grow in
popd arity, and are d scovering the benefit sd
the Island as a venue for international
conpetition. The coastal waters and
estuaries around the Island are an asset for
sport, recreation and towism as wel as
nature conservation, and sensitive use and
nanagenent are required to pronote and
dlov dl ineests ad activities to work
together for their notud berefit.

Environmental Appraisal (See Appendix I)

The local authority is legally required to consider the environmental impact of its policies and
proposals contained within the UDP. Government guidance along with accompanying good
practice guides suggests that each policy should be considered against a range of
environmental criteria to assess its potential impact from a global through to a local scale.

This will enable the authority to assess the sustainability of the plan and ensure development
takes place so that impact on the environment is minimal. The process will be particularly
beneficial in assessing options for development by appraising the comparative impacts of
potentially competing uses and/or sites.

The appraisal should not be viewed as a “one off” evaluation, rather as an ongoing process
of testing and monitoring to ensure changes or future aspirations can be logically assessed
in environmental terms.
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