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Design Facts:

o] Greater emphasis is being placed on good design by Government.

o] Promotion of Village Design Statements to be carried out by Parish Councils.

I ntroducti on

51 The Island has a unique character
bath interns of the bult emviroment and the
countryside and landscape in which
devel opnent is set. For the purposes of this
sectiondesign re ates tothe bu It enviroment,
vhether that be intowms and villages or nore
isolated devel opnent s, such as farm houses
ad scattered rurd huldngs. Issuesrdaingto
the | andscape and countryside in generd, are
covered in the Quntrysi de Section.

52 The Island as awd e has a dstinctly
rua character wthin wich settlenent s have
devel oped and grown over hundreds of years.
My toms and villages were originaly
founded on farming and fishing, but the nost
dramatic grovth occurred during the Vidaian
ea leading to the devel gpnent of coast &
resat s such as Ryde, Shanklin and Ventnor
as wel | as the nore industria besed tows of
Newport and Cowes. The legacy of the
Victorians renains to this day.

53 Mre recently, devel opnent has been
shaped by the need to accomnmodate the
notor car as well as the trend for the
$andardisation of design and construction
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nethods on housing and industria estaes.
This has too of ten produced bl and suburban
devel opnent and poorly designed buil di ngs.
Thisis not a prodempurey associated wth
the Islad as there has been a laissez-fare
atitude to paning in genera and design in
patiada, resdting in devd goers, pamers
and Governnent payirg too little atetion to
the appearance of buil di ngs.

54 Desi gn, however, is nowfirnhy back on
the agenda as planning guidance has
changed and devel opers stat to see the
advant ages of well-designed and attractive
buldngs wich ae essier to sdl o le. The
revised PFRAL places design as one of three
thenes which underpin the government s
approach to the planning system New
bui | d ngs have an ef fect on the character of an
area ad their inpact is a natter of proper
pudlic interest. God design shoud be
encouraged everywhere and poor designs
shou d be rg ected, wth reasons supported by
dexr danpdides.

55 The Qountryside CGommssion has
recently produced a docunent called Design
in the Quntryside which provides soid
principles for considering devel opnent
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proposals in rurd locations and is endorsed
in the revised PRF. This includes Villag
Design Statenents which the Quncil is
encouragi ng Parish Guncils to prepare, and
a ountryside Design Summary, wich is
produced by the Local Athority. The Gounci |
is aso carying ot Onservation Area

56 The protection and enhancenent of
thehilt herit age are inport ant aspect s o the
UDP. Hrit age tells a story about the tom or
village and the Island in gererd. It provides
cotinuity and reference points fa fuue
devel opmrent and identifies what nay be
uni que about the character of an area

assessnents wich wil idetify the unique
character of those areas so that the genera
principl es above can be appl i ed consistently.

Design in the Quntrysi de

57 Design problens renai n, paticadaly
the need to resolve how the notor car and

Our landscapes are precious and all too easily compromised by insensitive development,
both in design and setting. Landscapes are dynamic systems, but change has accelerated
over the last 50 years, many beyond planning controls. Development has contributed to this,
often not through quantity but by its quality.

Government guidance, through PPG7, encourages the production of Countryside Design
Summaries and Village Design Statements, as the techniques which seek to promote good
design in rural areas.

A countryside design summary is produced by the local authority, and looks at what makes
our Island landscapes special and distinctive. It helps resolve ways of integrating new
development into rural landscapes by respecting local character.

Village Design Statements are produced by local communities, and take this overall guidance
to a village scale. Settlements possess, through their evolution, scale, architecture and
materials, individual characteristics. VDS identify elements which can help retain this

individuality, and ensures new developments are in keeping with local character.

other nodern requirenents can be
accommodat ed wthin the townscape. Wiile
new devel opnent in the countryside is being
di scour aged, there  wll be further
requi renent s for redevel opnent and infilling
vhich wll require stronger design gui dance.

58 The am therefore, should be to
protect the best of our existing environnent
wilst alowng change to take pace in a
sensitive and constructive nanner. Design
policies should therefore ensure that
devel opnent pronotes quality through the
devel opnent process, so that buildings are
attractive to users and the conmnity as a
woe ad they cotribute positivey to the
ladity.

59 This section looks a overdl
¢ andards of design, but does not include
requirenents for the layot o design o
internd spaces of indvidud buld ng desigs.
With the exception of Listed Bildings the
appearance and ergonomics of internal
layot s is lagdy a natter far the property
owner, the developer, the narket and the
gplication of bhuldng contrd st andards.
Hoher standards are required for Listed
Bui | di ngs and devel opnent wthin
nservation Areas and these are detdledin
the Building Gonservation Section.

510 As new buildings have a significant
dfect onthe character and quality of an area,
all devel opnent shoul d be of a high st andard

Objectives:

The objectives of this section are as follows:

0 to encourage quality design in the built environment;

0 to promote and enhance the character of the Island’s towns, villages and countryside;

5-2
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to encourage the use of traditional Island materials;

to promote landscaping as part of development proposals.

Standards of Design

Development will be permitted only where it maintains, or wherever possible, enhances

of a height, mass and density which is compatible with surrounding buildings and uses;
provide for safe, convenient access and circulation for the public, including the
provide adequate daylight, sunlight and open aspects to the development and adjoining

do not constitute over development leading to cramped appearance and obtrusiveness

retain, maintain, enhance and/or create open spaces, views or other features which

D1
the quality and character of the built environment. Planning applications will be expected to
show a good quality of design and should conform with the following criteria:
a respect the visual integrity of the site and the distinctiveness of the surrounding area;
b be sympathetic in scale, materials, form, siting, layout and detailing;
c
d
disabled;
e
uses;
f respect historic street and footpath patterns;
g
but include appropriate spacing between properties;
h do not detract from the reasonable use and enjoyment of adjoining buildings;
I do not adversely affect the visual amenity of occupiers of the same building or site;
J
significantly contribute to the area.

of design It shoud appear to be in cotext
when vi ened fromthe surrounding area and
inprove the quaity of the existing
envi ronnent. Gdod design can attract further

case on its nerits, whilst seeking to
encourage innovation and distinctive
appr oaches to design, especial ly thase whi ch
reflect the character of the paticdar aea

investnent, help promote sustainable
devel opnent, and reinforce civic pride and 511 Wen exam ni ng whet her
sese of pace Inagpying the criteriainthe devel opnent should be approved, the

above pdicy the Quncil wll consider each

CQuual wll take into considerati on how t hat

Standards for Devel opnent Wthnthe Ste

attractive environment within the site by:

(9 I@ )]

D2 Development approved by the Council will be required to create an interesting and

achieving a high standard of design and relating well to adjacent buildings;

taking account of views into and out of the site;

where possible incorporating existing landscape features and retaining existing trees,
woodland, hedgerows, ponds, streams and water features;

d taking account of changes in levels or slopes;

e incorporating adequate landscaping proposals.

devel opnent rel ates wth existing features of
the ste The devel opnent shoul d rel ate wel |
to existing land formand seek to incorporate
levels or slopes into the design

5,12 Eisting landscaping features nay
vl be retained, giving the devel opnent a
cotinung rdaioshp to the sites histay
and providing anenity or character to the
final schene. Proposals should respect
adjoning or nearby buildings and take

5-3

account of how the devel opnent wll be
perceived fromwthin and from out side the
dte

5,13 The estadished locd character of a
tonn or village landscape can be easily
harmed by the insensitive intrusion of
buldngs o structures vhich do nat reae
vell tothe design qualities of the area. Sone
tomns and villages have been atered by
incongruous or jarring designs which have
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Oetracted from the settlenent s dstintive
character. In such areas, it nay be
considered appropriate to encourage new
exanpl es of good contenporary design to
create, re-introduce or conplenent the
tradtiodl design cheracteristics of stregts

locd idetity aeinport at in cresting qality
environnent s, and each settlenent o site
hesit s own distinctiveness and requi renent s

5.14 lLandscaping schemes for new
devel oprent s are a key e enent in ensuring

open spaces and hbuildings and their a schene i s accept dde The spaces between
redationship wth each other. Qntext and and around buildings and sites nust be
Landscapi ng

D3 In appropriate cases, planning applications will be expected to be accompanied by

following criteria are met:

appropriate landscaping as an integral part of the scheme and will be approved provided the

a the scheme reflects the existing features, character and locality;

b space has been allowed for a suitable landscape scheme to be implemented. The
scheme should include details of hard and soft landscaping, natural features, the
retention and management of trees, proposed changes to land drainage and levels as
well as boundaries and parking areas;

c necessary provision is made for the future management and maintenance of the site.

designed to the highest standards due to
their inport ance both as a setting for new
devel opnent and their inpact on the wder
area. In the past, the quaity of sone
| andscapi ng schenes has been inadequate
because detailed aspects have not been
included or incorporated at the planning
gpicaionstage To assist in achieving nore
appropriate sol utions a |andscape gui dance
docunent wll be prepared detaling the type
of landscaping accept able and pronoting a
gester use of native Island speci es.

5,15 Athorough assessnent of a potential
devel opnert site will idetify naurd featwres
vorthy of retention whi ch can be i ncorporat ed
into a landscape schene. Exi sting
landscaping and trees nay need to be
reérst ated and supplenented to achieve a
nore attractive local environnent, whilst

Bxternal Bilding Wrks

falueto cosider details of |andscaping can
dten lead to water logging and other side
dfeds particdaly during construction
These can result in the danage or
destruction of veget dionad widife

516 Landscapi ng schenes carried out in
conjunction wth a devel opnent nust i ncl ude
neasures for the future naintenance and
nanagenent of the site to ensure they do not
lgpse into negect o disrepar ad wthin
Aeas of Qitdanding MNatural Beauty,
paticdar attention shoud be gven to the
AONB Managenent H an.

5.17  The spaces between and surroundi ng
buildngs adtheir treatnert are as inport at
as the buildings thensel ves, as they have a
cdlective inpact on the local ervironnent.
Wdls, rdlings, paing streg funtue trees,

D4

would achieve higher quality;

well to the character of the area;

Planning applications which involve external works will be approved where they:
a retain and repair existing boundary walls, railings and pavings unless replacement
b locate and design new walls, railings, street furniture and surface materials which relate

c minimise damage to landscape, wildlife, trees and other aspects worthy of preservation.

dl addtothevisud interest ad character of
apaticda ae

518 (QOnsideration needs to be given to
the existing festues o sites, patiadaly in
towms o villages where the site size nay

5-4

reduce the ability to produce |andscaping
schenes. This nay be due to the conpl ex or
conpact setting and layout of the buildngs
and adoning sites. In nany cases, the
preservation of existing patterns of encl osure,
o the use of tradtiod suface naterids wlil
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be required to naintan the character and
visud interest of thetom village o buldings
tovhich the proposa re aes.

519 Sop frotsinthe Idad s toan and

Shop Fronts and S gns

village strest s provide interest and det al for
shoppers and the general public alike, and
forman inportat pat o the oerd| streg
scene. Through sensitive design, new shop
frats, shop signs and associated features

following criteria:

the building;

that they use appropriate materials;

D QOT

- «Q ™

D5  Planning applications for new shop fronts and/or shop signs will be expected to fulfil the
a that they are of a high standard of design and relate to the architectural composition of

that they are in keeping with the scale and townscape of the street scene;
that they will not result in the loss of a traditional shop front;

that the fascia and projecting signs are appropriately positioned and located and
illuminated with respect to the locality;

that blinds are appropriately designed and retractable;

that security shutters, where considered appropriate, are not visually intrusive and are
fully perforated to enable a clear view of the shop window when closed;

that level access for people with disabilities and people with young children is provided;
that they will permit access to the upper floors.

The following criteria will also be applied when considering proposals in conservation areas:

J features of historic or architectural interest should be retained;
k the proposal should be historically accurate and reflect the traditional character;
/ traditional materials and finishes should be used.

can upgrade the shoppi ng environnent and
enhance the historic and architectural quaity
of the street. In common wth other aress, the
Island, over recent years, has encountered a
prdiferaion o  standardised styles;
al umnium shop fronts, wet look canopies
and projecting signs vhich have of ten been
detrinentd to the visua appearance of the
Isad s Hgh Stregs. In fuue geaer
enphasis wll be given to the preservation
and the introduction of period shop front s and
lessintrusive sigs and det dlirg Thiswll
preclude good nodern design, where
aproxiae

5,20 Sone shop fronts and si gnage found
in Gnservation Areas are inappropriate and
do nt reflect the specid character of the
aea Tradtiod details, hanging signs ad
hand pai nted signage al ong wth tiner shop
frats are nore appropriate and should be
encouraged. The Qouncil has published, and
wll yxkte its current shop front gui dance,
Desi gn Qi dance for Hgh Street Facades ,
to encourage better design and nore
tradtional character. Sibsides, gats a
other funding from various sources wll be

sought to alow the upgrading of existing
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shop fronts wthin towscape schenes and
speci fic enhancenent projects, fa the wder
benefit of the community. A wth dl
devel opnent in Gonservation Aess, thereis
aneed to preserve or enhance al the aspect s
o an aea s character or appearance that
ofire its paticda specid interest.
Froposas wil be treated on their nerits, ad
in ths respect the vidility o the we o

buildings wll be treated a ongside
environmental factors a a nateria
consi deration.

521 PReople wth disabilities ad peope

wth young children of ten find sone shops
df ficut to access because of poor design
The Quncil is determined to ensure such
fundament al barriers to novenent are
renoved when new shop fronts aeirst dlel
and the provision of level access to shopsis
paticualy inmpatat inachevingthsam

Design & Standards for Development
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Advertisenent s in Defined Settl enent s

approved where they:

are of a high standard of design;

QO T O

D6 Planning applications for external advertisements within defined settlements will only be

relate well to the building on which they are fitted;
are in keeping with and conserve the surrounding street scene;
are located so as not to cause or create a safety hazard.

522 The prdiferation of advertisenent s
and pressure to increase their size and
vighlity, can detract fromthe anenity of an
area. It is desirdde to avod umecessary
clutter and confusion in vhat nay a ready be
a busy street scene, and to ensure signs do
not abscure or intrude into ather featwes o
the environnent, such as open spaces.
Bigt and distracting advertisenents can

Advertisenent s in the Quntrysi de

also endanger safety by, for exanple,
cofusing drivers a traffic sigds o
pedestrian crossings. The Guncil s dt aled
requi renent s are contained wthin
suppl enent ary pl anning gui dance i ncl udi ng
Design Giidelines for Hgh Street Facades .
These wll be updated as and when
necessary.

interests;

D7 Outside the defined settlements the display of advertisements will only be approved
where they are located on, or directly adjacent to, the premises to which the advertisement
relates, or where they provide advance directions or warnings in the interest of public safety

and:

a they are appropriate and sympathetic to the surrounding area;
b they do not detract from the visual amenity of the area;

c

they do not have an unacceptable impact on landscape and nature conservation

d they are constructed of traditional materials and are of appropriate size and colour;
e that outside of street lit areas, they are not illuminated.

523 Al atdoor advertisenents & fedt the
appearance of the landscape and country-
side Mst aress of the Island, ot sice o the
pindpd tom cetres, fdl wthn an Aea of
Speciad Qntro, under the ntrd of
Advertisenent Regulations. The above
desi gnation covers sone 95%of the Island
The designati on was nade in 1951, under an
Aeas of Specid Qxitrd order, by the Locd
Ranmning Authority, and approved by the
Scretay o State, in accordance wth
Shedd e 5 of the Town and Gountry H anni ng
(G@rird d Advertisenent) Regul ations 1992
Were an area is in force, the locd planing
authority shoul d consider, a least oce every
five years, wether it shoud be revoked and
nodfied Aw changes or nodifications that
are then required have to be undert aken by a
subsequent order, nade by the Local Hanni ng
Authority and approved by the Secretay o
Stae

524 The regdatios cotrd the type o
adverti senart, dong wth specific restrictions
onthe height of characters and synfodl s on the

advertisenent, together wth the overall area
of sigage that can be erected wthin Aeas of
Specid Qntrd. Sgws fa shops, garages,
hol i day canps, pubs, rurd businesses and
event s can be dsruttive featwres, patiadaly
in open coutryside, AONB and Herit age
Qeast, athough this coud be partly sdved by
grouping or providing conposite signs in
village locatias. Strong ligting can dso be
dsrytive to nature comservation interests
Within the Aeas of Specid Qntrd, the
@uncil recognises the need for sone
business drectiod sigs (in paticda those
for locations renote fromthe nain transport
routes), hovever, it wshes to keep these sigs
to a mninumand ensure their appearance is
guoriadetotheaea Theinet o thepdicy
istorestrict advertisenart s to the premses to
wich they rdae In this cotext prenses
neans the building and associ ated | and of the
business in question. Tredtiod naterids wll
nornal |y conprise staned o painted wood,
wth paned lgtes.

525 The Quncil recognises the val uabl e
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Tel ecommuni cati ons Equi pnent on Bui | di ngs

D8 Planning applications for satellite antennae and other telecommunications equipment
on buildings will only be approved where they are installed so as to minimise the effect on the
appearance of the building and/or the character and visual amenity of the local environment.
Proposals will be resisted on:

a visually prominent locations;
b Listed Buildings;
c sites where an over-proliferation of similar equipment would result.

The favourable consideration of sites covered by categories (a) to (c) will only be given as a
last resort in exceptional cases, where such a location is unavoidable for technical and
operational reasons. Proposals for telecommunications equipment on listed buildings will be
refused unless the Council is satisfied that proposals preserve or enhance the character of
the building. Wherever possible the dual or communal use of facilities will be encouraged.

contribution to

consuner choice of 526 The groath in the nobile phone

etetainnent of feeed by sadlite TV
techndogy and woud not wsh to restrict
Islanders access to it. Hwever, the curent
size of dish for which planning pernission is
required can af fect the quity o the
streat scape and there is therefore a need to
catrd ther locaion paticdarly on terraced
properties. The Qucl wll, in patiada,
encourage the communal use of equi pnent
to mininise over praiferation

network has al so placed increased pressure
onthe Islad s environnent to acconmodat e
transmitting and recei ving equi pnent. Wtha
nuner of dif ferent systens and pressures
onrurd locations as vl as roof tops intom
centres, the dyjectiveistoachievethe dud or
communal use of nasts to ensure the
mninal inpact o those structures whilst
ensuring the quality of service provision

527 In 1989 the Ats Quul intiged its

Waks o At, Atefact sa Achitectural Features

D9 Planning applications for major developments will be expected and encouraged to
consider the need to include in the scheme, works of art, artefacts or features of architectural
construction. These works would be approved provided they provide a positive contribution

to the appearance of the scheme and the surrounding area.

Rr &t fo At canpaign designed to
encour age devel opers to vol unt arily devate a
percent age of their capitd oosts to the
provision of newworks of art in, on o aroud
new buldngs. Dstinctive works of art can
give a schene or area a sense of place, can
increase pudic pride and add interest to the
street scene. Wrks o at can take many
forng, from free-standing sculptures to
nurals and other artistic features. Each case
wll need to be considered onthe rel ationship
between the proposed work of art and the

Streat Rrnitue

buldng andor area to wich it rdates.
Particuar inportance wll, however, be
placed on major public and communal
devel oprent s such as hospit ds, lilbraries ad
dfices wiich have a foca o promnent
position. In cases were a work of art would
provide a positive cotribution to the
surroundi ng area pl anning approval nay be
subject to conditions or Section 106
Agreenent s

5,28 The Quncil recognises its own

D10 The Council, through planning applications and other means, will seek to ensure street
furniture and signs are designed and located with due regard to the scale and character of the
local streetscape or open space context. For example:

a new street lamps should be sympathetic to their locality;

b direction signs should be well maintained;

5-7
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and materials.

c post boxes, telephone kiosks, seating, bollards, litter bins and other street furniture
should be well located to cause minimum disturbance to pedestrians, and in particular
people with visual impairment, wheelchair users and push chairs;

seating should be well distributed in public areas to assist those with walking difficulties;
accompanying paving, surfaces and hard landscaping should be of appropriate design

acttivities ad those of statutory bodies can
have a significant inpact on the street scene
athough, of ten nat requiring fornal plamning
approval. WHI locaed stre funitue ad
equipnent can greatly inprove the
appearance and functioning of an area. n
the aher hand, clutter on streets can of ten
cege dffiadties fao was. The Quncil

Qine and Design

inends tocotineits inprovenent sto street
funiture and thoroughfares (including
resurfacing along nain streets) ad to co
operate wth users to ensure the best | ocation
fa dl typss o stregt furntue

5,290 Wile the Quncil does not consider
that urban design or devel opnent actually

D11 Development proposals should be designed to reduce the opportunities for crime and
should include measures to promote safe public access through areas and a high level of
visibility into, out of and across both public and private areas.

pronotes crine, careful design wthin and
between devel opnent can reduce the
opportunity for crine to go undetected. This
nay prove to be a deterrent. Gad visibility
over areas and adequate and appropriate
ligting nay have the biggest inpat. The
value of creating defendable private space
and the need for both hard and soft
| andscapi ng wthin devel opnent |ayout al so

needs to be taken into consideration.
Scued by Dsign is a pdice intiative
l'aunched in 1989 which has the full backing
o Gief Rdice Gficers and the Hne O fie
The objective is to encourage the building
industry to adopt recomnmended crine
preventi on gui del i nes.

530 Wen considering proposals for

Access for Reople wth Dsabilities to Biildings Qpentothe Ridic

buildings.

D12 The granting of planning permission for new development, changes of use or alteration
to buildings open to the public or used for office, educational, retail or transport purposes will
be subject to the inclusion of appropriate provision, where practicable and reasonable, to
meet the needs of people with disabilities, particularly in terms of access to and within

devel opnent of buildings to be used by the
pidic, it is cosidered inport at that they
shoud be truy accessible by as wde a
spectrumaf the public as possible, and that

Energy (onservati on

particul ar groups shoul d not be
di sadvant aged by i nadequat e access.
531 A a global level, the devel oped

design and choice of materials.

D13 New development approved by the Council will be expected to conserve, or make
efficient use of, energy resources by careful choice of location, layout, density, orientation,

countries are seeking to reduce the emissi on
of greenhouse gases to 1990 levels by the
year 2000. WMile the pronoti on of renewabl e
energy sources is one aspect of this pdicy,
an equa o greaster contribution coud be
nade by naki ng nore ef fid et use of exdsting

5-8

resources. This nay, for exanple, requre the
provision of adequate out door drying faclities
(in residentia devel opnent), rather than
relying upon the instdlaion of indoor
nechanica dying facilities. Wile this pdicy
rdaes to the Quil s cotribuion to the
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dficient use of energy, when consi dering new

devel opnent, the Guuncil wll al so encourage
energy  conservation through  other

Ligt Spllege

programmes such as Agenda 21.

5.32 The increased use of out door lighting

D14 Planning applications for development which includes or requires external lighting,
when approved, will be subject to conditions to ensure that:

the lighting scheme proposed is the minimum required for the task;

the lighting is screened from view from coastal, estuarine and navigable waters;
on the edge of settlements or in the countryside, the lighting is screened from view from

a
b light spillage is minimised, particularly skyward;
c there will be no dazzling or distraction to drivers using nearby highways;
d
e
neighbouring countryside;
f

it is designed so as not to unreasonably affect neighbouring property.

wthin developments and along roads is
increesing the anout of ligt spillage into
surroundi ng areas and the night sky. Mich of
the spillage is a resut o poorly designed,
over-brigit o msdirected ligt and is
vastefu and intrusive. The ligt spillage can
create safety prodens o dstractions for
drivers, confusion for navigation a sea ad
ligt dowinthe ngt sky to the detrinent of
astronony. It is mt suggested that safety o

5-9

security need be conpromised by the use of
better designed lighting or reduced dazzl e,
but the Quncil is seeking the proper
consideration of the design and use of
lighting wthin devel opnent. Qidance is
provided in (PR Bitish Astronomcal
Association and the FRoyal FHne At
Gonm ssi ons publ i cat i ons.
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