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APPENDI X J

Geogr aphi ¢ Orvervi ew

Thi s appendi X provides a geographi c overview of sone of the proposal s and ideas which have
been examned in the formilation of this plan on an area by area basis. Sone issues are
specifically addressed by poicies and proposas of the plan, vhile athers indcate longterm
opportunities or ideas wiich nay be realised beyond the plan period. The fdlowng points ae
therefore intended for general infornation oy to assist in the underst anding of how pdlicies
patanmgtodfferet topics, oer dfferent tine periods of non-planing uses inter-relate ad is
not intended to be read as being specific proposal s of the plan

Newpor t
I ntroducti on

Newoort is situated inthe ndd e of the Island at the head of the Rver Mdina and is the nain
admnistrative and ret al catred theldad The town devel oped as a nedi eval narket town and
prospered due toits centrd and sheltered location. The plan foresees a safe and quiet fune free
catre for the cgpital town of the Island where shopping can be carried out aong traditional
sireds o inlarger shopsinaviade towm centre wth a wde range of attractions and activities.
Newret aling floor space should only be located vithin the town centre to reinforce the shopping
pattern of the narket town est ablished over the centuries.

There will be a need to provide sone additional capacity in the road network around centra
Nevport to alowtraf fic cal ning and pedestriani sation proposal s to proceed. A long termvi ew of
the road network is required to enable current devel opnent proposals to nake a positive
cotributionto the fuure road pattern. Sone proposal s are outlined bel ow

Gori shrooke/ Ginville Area

The plan addresses the problemof existing recent residential est ate devel opnent s based on
extensive cu -de-sacs. There renains a need, as originally planned, to provide a second access
for Svan Dive and athird access for Wi lington Road to spread traf ficflos. The previous basi s
for devel opnent had been the eventual linking of Sylvan Orive and Muntbatten Irive and the
provision of this road was a requirenent before the occupation of an of the phase of
devel opnent. Residents fear that this nay creste a ra run, adthough traf fic cdning codd
reduce this possihility.

Land of f Worsl ey Road

Land to the south west of Worsley Road is alocated for housing devel opnent, wth a subst atid
area of open space alocated a ongside the streamto the south of the site. Vehicu ar access to
the site wll be fromForest Road, to the west of Kthridge Shoo . Vehicular access coul d a so be
provided from bt mt to Sylvan Drive other than form energency vehicles, pedestrians and
ogdetrdfic Adaning lad to the north is alocated for educati on purposes to serve Hinnyhill
Finmary Shool and an enlarged Kithridge School .

To the South BEast of Pan Est ae

Three areas of land tat aling sone 16.6ha are alocated for residential devel opnent as pat d a
conpr ehensi ve nixed devel opnent schene. Guncil ownership will ensure that a higher than
nornal proportion of the devel opnent can be talored to provid ng & fordabl e housing to neet the
needs of the area. @uncil owership wil aso be ade to ensure high st andards of design and
open space provision. Vehicda access to the sites sl initidly be franStapl ers Road and
pedestrian and cyclevay links to the existing est ae shal be est ablished as the devel opnent
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progresses. The residentiad pats of the developnent shall evertually link to proposed
enpl oynent and tourism |eisure and sport s areas which shall be accessed of f St Georges Wy.

Pedest ri an/ Gycl enay Net wor k

The re-use of the forner railway route between Gowes and Newport as a footpath and cycl enay
has proved a success. (pportunities to extend this network exist across the Island, but for the
Newport area, those considered worth pursuing are:

1 O the east bank of the Mdina Estuary to link Newport Town Centre via the Quay to
Seacl ose, the Muntbatten Gntre and theatre facilities, Hgh Shod and omard to the
Folly and East Qowes.

2 Alink to be created to the forner railvay line between Newport and WWatton to provi de
a safe cycle route fromWotton to Mdina Hgh Shool . This cou d conflict wth proposa s
to extend the steamrailvay or creste alight rail link, but woud be essier to achieve.

3 The proposed cycleway at Shide to be extended tovards the town centre al ongside the
Rver Mdina to the B8Q car pak This area should continue to be protected from
devel opnent as a green wedge river corridor.

4 Afodtpath bridge over the Medina between Saf enay/ MBS and B&Q shoul d be pronot ed
tolink these tom certre ret @l and car parking uses.

Newport Har bour

The harbour quays on the east bank are owed by the Quuncil and both a najor transport
operator and vaste contractor recently vacated a large land area on the northern pat o the
Quay. A plamning brief has been prepared for the redevel opnent of the quay for pudlic and
torismrelated leisure and recreation uses in atraf fic quiet ervironnent on the east bank and
vater related business uses on the west bank. Tourismattractions could be boat/water related
adprovide for histaric craf t ineest. The construction of a neans to ret ain vater in the harbour
vwould enhance its atraction ad incresse its wse There is potentia for providing pontoon
nooring facilities which are not coomon and nay be attractive to visiting yacht snen. Pedestrian
and cycl e access fromthe Qiay wll link to Muntbatten Gtre wthits swmming pool and sport s
conpl ex, theatre and out door sport s facilities & Sead ose

Quay Ats Gentre

The fornmer bonded warehouse buil ding, housing the Ats Centre is owned by the Guncil and is
currently being extended and |inked into the adjoi ning refurbi shed Rope-store. | nproved access
is proposed by building a footbridge across the harbour close by the Mdina Wy Bidge. There
isareated proposal to pedestrianise Little London and provide a new public entrance on this
frat age. These proposal s and other devel opnent opportunities woul d require the rel ocation of a
notified hazardous site, Hrst s gas battle storage.

Sea Stred

Rel ocation of the gas bottle store would al so enabl e Sea Strest car park to be fully redevel oped
for either residentia or business uses and adlow the redigmnent of Sea Strest. Gr parking
provi sion cou d be rep aced on the exi sting gas bottle storage site and the river front age of Lukely
Brook opened up as pedestrian route, linking to the route al ong-side Qrrys store and hence to
Hmyhill. The brewery owning the Railway Mddina public house could becone a patrer in
financing such a schene to enable their premses/beer garden to be extended. The Sea- Stred
ca parks between Quay Street and Gunty Hil |l have sone devel opnent val ue and in patiada
the site a the bottomaof Quay Strest isvisudly inpot ant and vrthy of an attractive buldng to
provide a focus of views fromthe town and | ead to the redevel oped harbour quays.

Further Education
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Wile the existing further educati on cdlege continues to be supported and holds |and for future
expansion, it is considered inport at totry to atradt auiversity fadlity totheldad Apossibe
site a Seaclose has now been regjected folowng public consult aion ad a site is curetly
identified to the north of the existing Mdina Hgh Shod, Fairlee, Newort.

Ryde
I ntroducti on

Fomearly begimnings as a fishing village on the northreast of the Island, Ride grew wth
devel opnent based on tourism st atingwththearivad o the Victorians and the expansion of the
railvways to the south coast of England. Ryde was, and renains, on of the principa gateways to
the Island wth the pier reaching out over Ride Sands to wel cone visitors.

The pier vas the Victorians sd ution to accessing the Island over the shallowintertidd shoreine
andis still used as the connection for a high speed pedestrian ferry service. The other hi gh speed
serviceto Ride is the faster hovercraft lirk to Suthsea wthit s technicd sduionto crossing the
foreshore.

Inegaiond Transport

The pea caries the first pat o the Idad s dectric railvay to Sanklin, wth the Espl anade
Station adjoining bath the bus termnus and the hovercraf t termind. Each of these is curetly a
separate operation and leads to a fragnent ation of fadlities, wth tvo sspaaet axi ranks. Vi | st
bisected by the ralvay line it is cosidered that there is geat paetid inths aea fo the
cregtion of anintegaed transpart interchange facility. Dat proposals for such a schene have
been drawn up. The e ectric railway nowprovi des access at Shall bridge junction for the Islad s
steamrailway whi ch now extends to Waton

Town Centre & Shoppi ng

The historic shopping centre of Rideis e ongated and fulfils tvo dif feret fuxtiosinre dl terms,
being bath atowrist centre and adistrict shopping centre. The consd i dation of the district centre
shopping around the Hgh Streat is cosidered vital to defending in-town shopping in Ride and
secxingits logtermfuture as a fuctiond centre The devel opnent of George Stregt ca park
faoraailing wll assist wth this and needs to be contined wth a town centre nanagenent pl an
to ensire that things such as traf fic nanagenent, car parking and environnent al i nprovenent s
can be co-ordinate to the benefit of the towm. Uiion Street is expected to continue to support a
mxture of dstrict, locd adtorismretal wses adretanthe flexibility to neet chang ng narket
denands for town centre front age.

Hliday Town

As ahdiday centre, Ride does not have a distinct hotel areas as found in ather resort's, but hes
arape o dfferent size and quality of tourist acconmodati on throughout the town. Mich of the
tourist accomnmodation has been upgraded to neet the expect aios of today s holiday nakers.
Alarge proportion of the tom s histaric trade cane fromday visitors ad it is considered that
there is again scope for expanding this and the short-break sectors wthin Ryde.

The Seaf ront

The seafront retains noch of its orignal charmas a traditional sesfrot, wth the Espl anade,
Appl ey Park and saf e sandy beaches. There is scope to upgrade sone of the traditiond facilities
and provide others in addition, for exanple showers, to ingrove the attraction for seaside
hoidays and activities. Newattracti ons have been added in the foomaof a ten pin bowing centre,
the swmmng pool has been covered and a snall boat leisure harbour in constructed. The
seafront also host s specia event s through the year including the annual regatt a wth a nati ond
coast d rowng conpetition and aninternationd kite festiva, wich bring additiona visitors tothe
tomn.

Appendix J-3



Isle of Wight Unitary Development Plan 1996-2011
Adopted 18 May 2001

Enpl oynent Devel opnent and Qpportunities

A nmaj or new business park is now under construction a8 Geat Reston Road, wth further
serviced pat s available and roomfor |onger-termexpasion. Hat, leve land a Westridge G oss,
onthe strategic road netvork, has a so beenidentified for a high quality nixed busi ness and high
technol ogy enpl oynent devel opnent. The adjoining sport s and | eisure conplex is proposed to
be upgraded to provide a range of top quality indoor and out-door leisure facilities, includng an
icerirk A 200 seater conference facility has now been opened at this site, which can therefore
host both local and visiting conference business. The devel opnent of both these sites in a co
odnate fashion shoud be seen as a priarity for the fuwe of the tom ad a detaled
devel opnent brief wll be prepared

Roads

The road traf fic network in and around Ryde is overloaded at certain tines of the day due to
locally gererated, as well as through traffic. It is no longer considered feasible to devd op a
separate Ryde Southern Relief Road, so any inprovenent s to the systemw!| be snall-scal e ad
lacd.

Cowes & East Cowes
I ntroducti on

Gwves and East Qwes are situated on opposite sides of the nouth of the RHver Mdina. The
area has a history based on yachting, the Victorian Royals and ship huilding, developing into
speciaised nanufacturing skills a the heart of the Island s industria econony. The towns are a
gatevay to the south east and the nainland in general, providing good access to both holiday
nakers and the inport and export of produce. The foll owng overviewis based on the assunption
that the proposed Mdina Bridge crossing at Kingston does NOI proceed due to changi ng
Governnent pol i cy.

The Focus of the Harbour

Qwes is the one individual tom on the Island wiich has an international reput aion due to
Cowes Week regatta Admirals Qup and Commodore Qup events and increassingy other
international yachting events. It is aly recatly, partly in response to pamning pdicy, tha the
town has ceased toturnit s back on the harbour. East Gwes a so has tended in the past toigore
and not patidpaeinthe yachting activities of the harbour. Both towns shoul d be devel oped with
the harbour as their focus, but both can build ontheir indvidud character and attributes.

Harbour fromEntrance to Hoating Bidge

Devel opnent around the periphery of the Harbour to the north of the floating bridge should be
pronot ed to enhance the harbour for yachti ng and boating recreation and sport. Apriarity shadd
be to enswre that shore side facilities required to enabl e conpetition and event s to interreti ad
¢ andard continue and expad Akey site in this has been the inproverent sq arted at Gowed
Yacht Haven which need to be progressed. Additiond facilities codd be provided on this sitein
isdaiona incojuction wthajonnglada Tow Qiay and Fount an Qiay to the north.

Ferry Services

The harbour is aso the gatevay for ferry services from Southanpton, wth the high speed
passenger service to Gwes and the vehicle ferry service to East Gwes. Termird facilities have
recently been inproved at Fountain Quay and the landing facilities coud be upgraded and
i nproved. The vehicl e ferry service has recently been upgraded and i nproved by the introduction
of newvessd's, tw in 199% and the third newferry in service in 199%. The vehicle ferry termna
is costraned onits site athough the facilities have been augnented by the use of additional
nrshd ling facilitiesonanearby site The narshalling areas are split inthe centre of East Qwes
ad are far fromided .
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New Ferry Terninal

The rel ocation of the ferry termind and narshal ling facilities fromthe centre of East Cones woul d
alowthe regeneration of the tom centre and rel ease sone of the existing narshal ling area for
town centre devel opnent and car paking The nost appropriate location, woud beinthevicinity
of the East CGwes breakwater which would relate well to the proposed new eastern channel . |f
this area, ether the existing shardine o a ter reclanation, were to be devel oped for a newferry
termnal, ether for the existing conpany or for a newservice, then the existing public anenity
ad viewng facilities of fered by the seafront woul d have to be replaced by incorporating public
access tothe newseafront. This nay infact provide better facilities and views of the harbour and
Slent activities than existing viewoint s. Road access should be by existing nain roads and
Gastle Street and not Od Road.

A New East ern Channel

The provision of a new eastern channel is proposed in the Gowes Harbour Devel opnent Han to
provide the separation of conmercia and recreational shipping novenent s in the harbour. This
woul d al so provide a better approach to a newferry termna as suggest ed above and hel p safety
and navigation for larger vessd's, vita for the econonnc vel | -being of wharfage facilities, passing
through the narrowpoint of the harbour, by the fleating bridge A det aled technicd gopraisd o
this proposa wll be needed to ensure the long-terminpact and practicality of a new channel
vwork in terns of hydrol ogy and sedi nent novenent.

The Wbrki ng Harbour

Upstreamaf the floating bridge is the heart of the vorking harbour and support facilities for boat
bui I d ng and the shore side areas should be ret ained for such uses requiring waterfront age rat her
than al | owng redevel opnent for uses whi ch could be devel oped el sew here.

Whar f age

The Island s prindpa buk goods i nport and export facilities are located & Arctic Road in Gowes
and Kingston in East Gwes. Inport s particu arly aggegates for construction and road surfaci ng
are inported to both wharfage areas. The Actic Red site provides facilities for the export, nainy
to Brope, of grain and ather agricutural produce. Both these wharves, and that at Stag Lane in
Newport Harbour, should be protected fromal ternative devel opnent and inproved facilities for
the bul k handl i ng of goods be encouraged to keep pace wth nodern shi pping requi renent s This
nay al so invalve further dredging wthin the harbour to all owlarger nodern vessel s access to the
Idad

Kingston Access

The Qwes Local Han proposed the construction of the Kingston Relief Road to address the
i nadequacy of the road network serving the Kingston area of East Gwes. This road was to have
been financed by housi ng devel opnent south of Kingston FarmLane, |ater phases of housing
devel opnent at the Gowes Mrina site, and industria devel opnent behind the pover staian A
new vehi cul ar access to Gborne House coul d have been incorporated. Negotiations at that tine
failed to secure agreenent between the various land owers to provide this link.

The eastern approach road to the Mdina crossing would have provided an aternative road
further to the south, wth a north/south |ink between the bri dge and Kngston. The abandonrent
of the bridge crossing has required a rethink of achi eving adequate access for this area, and a
regppraisal of the devel opnent opportunities. Access from Wi ppi ngham Road shoul d avoi d
segregating the schod (s) in Beatrice Avenue fromthe town.

Citicd for the economc expansion and reorgani sation of the harbour s vatersice activity is the
need for further enpl oynent land for narine related industry. Land south of Kngstonis therefore
alocated, whichis considered suitable for newor growng boat building and should not provi de
shared access to the river for al the newdevel opnent at K ngston.
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Qossvways Held

The area previously proposed for open space use is now consi dered appropriate for location of
a new prinary school on the site adjoining Ghorne Mddle Shool. The remainder of the fiddis
consi dered appropriate for the provision of an dl weather sports pitch o the rel ocati on of schod
pitches to be redevel oped for a | weather pitches. Shared conmunity use of the sport s and school
facilities shou d be pronoted.

GKN/ West | and Gsbor ne Wrks

Proposal s for refurbi shnent, redevel opnent and new devel opnent of the existing and ext ended
site to create a new nodern enpl oynent and research canpus Wil provide facilities for this
leading Island conpany and support for Island industry. The site is being reserved for such
devel opnent to safeguard future enpl oynent generating opportunities. The siteis ided, beng
vell located on the nain road network close to the vehicle ferry ternmind .

Sonerton/ Three Gates Road

Road access to these enpl oynent sites is now inproved by the roundabout at Newport Road.
Devel opnent of Three Gates Road should al | ow access, limted to non-conmercial traf fic tothe
housi ng, devel opnent at Broadfields Farmsite (rel eased to subsidise industria devel opnent)
and subsequent access to Seavi ew Road housi ng devel opnent. S enens H essey s site sath o
Three Gates Road should be alloned to continue to provide for future expansion of the
conmpay sfalities

Hoating Bidge

It is considered that the floating bridge, a connection between Gmes and East Gwes, nust be
re ained folowng the demise of the bridge crossing proposal. It is considered vitd toredan a
pedest ri arv cycl e/ wheel chai r/ pramipushchai r 1ink between the two towns and to enabl e parces
and packages to be transferred across the harbour. There is aso a need for a vater tad to
service noorings and narinas and potential for a water bus which would provide a nore flexible
service than the chain ferry, incdudng patetidly a tom cetre to tom certre service. As
suggested by the Gwves Harbour Han, purpose-built vessel s could be constructed and further
investnent provided for appropriate and safe landing facilities. This would not, however, provide
for cars and light vans which wou d continue to require the floating bridge

Estuary Qonservation and Rublic Access

The estuary south of K ngston has been recogni sed as being of international conservation val ue
vhich is considered to be conpatible wththe quiet recrestiona use of the countryside and as a
cusing destirgtion for visiting boat s. Public access through the area has been encouraged by
the re-use of the forner railway line on the west bank as a footpath and cycl evay. It is proposed
toprovide asimlar facility onthe east bark iich wll provide acircuar route around the estuary.

There is a shortage of pdic slipnay facdilities in the harbor and estuaries existing facilities

should be safeguarded, and new opportunities sought t enhance these, in patiada in
conj unction wth proposed devel opnent at K ngst on.
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South East Seasi de Resort s
I ntroducti on

The seaside resort s o Ventnor, Shanklin and Sandown are situated al ong the south east coast
of the Island add gewrapidy inthe Victaian period, as hdiday destinetions, wth the arivd o
theralvays. The areais renom for its beaches, diff and landscapes as well as its mld clinate
and sunshine, which continues to nake it popular wth holiday nakers. Athough the nunber of
visitors has declined the resort s renain a naj or touri smdestination for sunmer hol i days and pl ay
anyjo rodeinthe overal Island econony.

Hliday Area

Athough the resort s have suf fered at the expense of cheap foreign halidays, the opportunity has
been t aken to broaden the areas appea in terns of short breaks (1-3 nights) ad specidist
hoidays, such as waking, cycling, etc, wich uilise the begming and end of the traditiond
season. (pportunities exist to devel op the areas as a base for visiting and exporing the rest of
the Island, by providng for a wde range of facilities and al so devel oping conmuni cations |inks
wth the remainder of the Island.

Br owns/ Sandown

The Han recogni ses the patentia inthe area a ong the Espl anade, including Boms, to devel op
awder range of tourist and recrestiond facilities to neet the needs bath of the traditiond hdiday
naker and also out-of-season visitors, by providng wet weather attractions, nuseum and
inepe aion cetre and dud facilities, wichcanadsoprovide for the needs of local peode The
proximty of the tow centre and nain hotel area coud aid a generd revitaisation of Sandown
as a wde The successful integration of seafront devel opnent opportunities wth the natura
hinterladd of a flood pain and ngor infrastructure requirenent s of the area is considered
fessibe wth berefits to the area anay fromeach el enent.

Shankl i n Seaf ront

Sharklin seafront has suf fered since the loss of the per, bu provides paetid for towrism
devel opnent to conpl enent the sandy beaches and the various leisure activities that the
seafront hes to of fa. The idea of an of fshore Island, conference centre, narina and hotel
devel opnent incorporating ferry links to the continent has been proposed by local hoteliers as a
schene which could provide a much needed boost to the area, but the source of the najor
i nvestnent whi ch could be required for such a prgject has nat yet beenidentified, so the proposal
does not formpat o thisdan

GCommuni cati on Li nks

Athough the existing railvay links Sandown and Shanklin wth Ryde there are currently limted
opportunitiestovisit the renai nder of the Island ather than by car, bus or coach. Rroposal s to |ink
Vetnor and Sarklinby ral wil provide gester opportunities for the availability of atractios as
coudany proposal tolink the area by rail wth Newport. The i nprovenent of passenger transport
link along the revetnent between Shanklin and Sandown w il be encouraged, to enable better
we d fadlities that bath resat s cadd to o fe .

Trd fic

Like nest haiday resort's, the congestion in the sunmer nonths provides the twn probl ens of
parking and east of novenent, not to nention pollution, paticdaly inthe tom centres.

Qrortunities exist to eqdae paetiad reroking o traf fic ad pedestrianised o traf fic gid

areas to provide a better enviromnert for both visitors and locd people. A possible one way
sduionto Sekintraf fic problens is being consi dered.
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Budget constraints nean that the proposed Sandown to Shanklin relief road is no |onger
considered a feasible ogpioninthis pan

Hei ght s/Los Atos Park

The Height s continues to provide arange of sports and leswe facilities for baoth loca peop e and
visitors. (pportunities exist for future devel opnert into the Los Atos Park area to conpl enent
the Height s and provide a greater range of wet and dry weather facilities.

Lpper Chine School, Shanklin

S nce the anal ganati on of this and Ryde School, the buil ding and grounds have becone surpl us
to educational requirenent s There is a possiblity of uilising the edsting fadilities to provice a
coterence/ educati onal /tourist use, and residetia use, agan in the dder properties if
reconverted fromdormtory bl ocks. The wel | | andscaped grounds are inport at to the anenity of
the area and any devel opnent opportunities need to be considered in the context of the overall
pdanfor thevide site

Busi ness/ Enpl oynent Qpport uni ti es

The Tenperatures site in Lake is currently being refurbished for enpl oynent uses and has
opportunities for the devel gpnent of further business units and links wth the ad aning industria
et ate. Sope exists for further new devel opnent at @l lege Farmat 1and adj o ning Technacr on
and Ventnor Industrial Estate to provide additional enpl oynent for l1ocal peopl e

Nat ural  Envi ronnent

The najor attraction for the Ventnor to Sandown areais its natural beauty and the cl ose proxi nity
o the open countryside and coest to the bult up aress. It is therefore inport ant to cotinue to
promote the footpath netvark, bath into the countryside, wthinthe resort s and the |inks between
them for exanple, QGiff Path and revetnent from Sandown and Shanklin, the landslip route
bet ween Ventnor and Shanklin and the revetnent between Ventnor and Bonchurch.

Ventnor Regeneration Study

The Gvic Trust, together wth the Guncil and local people, have formil ated a series of paicies
and proposal s for therevitdisaiond Ventnor, themainthrust o wWichisthergund theral lirnk
to Shanklin and beyond. The creation of a sheltered harbour facility onthe seafrott is aso being
pursued, in conjunction wth providing sea defence inthis area. This docunent wll enable future
i ndi vi dual schenes to be considered agai nst the broad ains of the study.

The Qountryside and Rrral Settlenent s
Introduction

The countryside i s perhaps ane of the Island s least recognised resources. It is characterised by
a picturesque undul ating patchvork |andscape of valleys, downs, wood ands, trees and fiel ds,
punctuated by snall villages, farns, and settlenents The specid quaity of the countryside is
further enhanced by the infl uence of the sea, a beautiful coastline and favourabl e narine clinate.
The | andscape hol ds nany of our natural and cultural resources, and forns a vital conponent of
quaity of life and economcs, not least for the tourismindustry. The countrysi de has seen nuch
change since the last war, accelerated in the last twenty years. Changing social and economc
paters, agyicdtud inesificaion haota loss, recrestion ad torism use, al present
chal lenges. The countryside is largely privatdy omed (Wth the nat abl e exception of the Nati ona
Trust who own 10%of the land area) and is a working | andscape, very nuch driven by the farm
subsi dy system Qountrysi de nanagenent respect s the living landscape and the active rura vay
of life RAanning nust respect and bal ance these interest s wth the need to provide infornal and
quiet recreation. W are duty bound to conserve this richness and diversity of our |andscape for
isomsake for fuue generations, ad for us dl to enoy.

Settlenent s and Servi ces
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Rra settlenents, including Feshwater, Yarnouth and Benforidge have to remain viable both
socially and economical ly. Igoring this can resut in the loss of services, ad the paetid
increase of social problens. Quntryside areas do present nore logistica problens in terns of
access to shops, services transport and conmanity facilitiesand onerde of plamingis to ensure
that they renain viable and sust ainad e

The probl em have becone exaggerated by the domnance of the nain tows on the Island wth
villages increasingly beconing dormitories for them Thus neasures which hel p pronote vill age
centre services and conmonity facilities wll be encouraged. Adial ogue wth the rural conmunity,
through parish couxils, the Jant Advisory Cormittee, the NRU QAand other groups wil ke
continued so that the specia needs of rura areas can be t aken into accourt.

@unt rysi de Desi gnati ons

The I'sland countrysi de has nany special qualities, recognised by an increasingly conpl ex set of
inernationa, nationd and loca desigations. These ef fectively pratect the nast inport ant areas
of landscape, coest, the netwrd and cutural herit age. Wthout care, atwo tier countryside can be
created and the Han s poicies are intended to pronote a synpathetic approach across the
wol e rural area. Wthou doux, o herit age nust be respected and the desi gnated | andscape
and coast protected frominappropriate devel opnent. However, both wthin and out side of these
areas, the countryside renains a dynamic living and working system The diversity of our
| andscape, ore of the Island s strengths, relies on the naintenance of the rigt balance for the
count rysi de.

Gast and EBstuari es

My of the Island s estuaries lie wthin rurd aeas and have specific characteristics ad
pressures for devel opnent and recreational activities. Inproved harbour facilities in the harbours
of Qoves, Newport, Yarnouth, and Bentridge wil increase activity levels and visitor nunters.
Estuary nanagenent plans for the Medina and Western Yar are being prepared and briefs are
suggested to guide activities and nanage potential conflict s between tourismrecreation and
conservation interest.

A Shoreline Minagenent Han is being prepared, by the Quncil, the Bwironnent Agency and
the Ninistry o Agriculture, Fsheries and Food (M), to estadish the strategy for the fuue
coast d defence of the Island, and coast al zone nanagenent plans to set out guidelines as to
how the coast d areas of the Island should be used. These non-st atutory plans, in conjunction
wth the LDP wll provide conprehensi ve guidance to the devel opnent and use of the Island s
coast and estuari es.

Better Design

There is a danger of being over protective wthin rua areas leading to sterilisation ad
¢ agnation. Devel opnent has nany positive benefits fa rud aess It isdten not the edent o
devel opnent which is controversial but the quality of wat resuts To hel p renedy this probl em
a Qountrysi de Design Summary and Village Design Statenent s will be produced. These wil not
ony build a franework whi ch wil respect the local distinctiveness of the Island but aso allowthe
viewg of local peop e to be incorporated

Qountrysi de Wrk Patterns

Changi ng work paterns inthe rura econony wil cotinue. These particu arly concern the need
for agricutural diversification and the trends towards working fromhone and sel f enpl oynent.
The re-use of surplus farmbuildings to serve both purposes can of ten be an ided sdution
Agricutural and farm economics are likely to continue to change, and thus suppl enent ary
busi ness and di versification neasures require great care, and the use of woe farmplans wll
help ascert anther rdaive inmport ance wthin the agricutura busi ness.

Rrd Tourism
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Rura tourismis seen as one vay of conpl enenting the traditional Bitish Hliday, dversifyingthe
existing product s and extending the season. The Islad is ided |y situated to captdise on this
narket, possessi ng unspoi It countrysi de and coast, and an excel l ent right s of vay network. Geat
care is needed to ensure that new devel opnent does not conflict wth this tourismgoa, and that
neasures to inprove the resource are encouraged.
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