

















LUAS T & COUNT

Visitors to Afton Marsh Local Nature Reserve at ri““fed‘ BUETOVETESEONIn (e

X X set: The use of a veteran Matador vehicle has
Freshwater this summer are able to enjoy the éhabled stumps to be pulled fromjthe marsh
benefits of a major clearance project.

During the winter, a programme to help
restore the rich biodiversity of the marsh,
was carried out by the council’s parks and
countryside section, with funding from the
Environment Agency.

Thanks to the special Landcare project
- also supported by the parish council and
village association — visitors can appreciate
the revived marsh and a clearer network of
paths.

Afton Marsh is a 15 hectare wetland reserve
on low-lying land behind Freshwater Bay. It
lies on the flood plain of the Western Yar and
at one time was browsed by cattle. Grazing
ceased more than 50 years ago and theonce |/
plant-rich marshland has become colonised by =
reeds, willow scrub and woodland. '

Restoring the local nature reserve to a
mosaic of fen, reedbed and wet woodland
is a never ending task but more than two
hectares of scrub were cleared by contractors,
countryside rangers and volunteers. Invading
grey willow was cut and treated with
herbicide and, where possible, stumps were
removed.

The clearance has improved conditions
for important wetland species such as water
vole, sedge warbler, water dock and marsh
marigold.

For the first time for many years, the course
of the river flows through open sedge swamp
and reedbed, rather than through thickets of
willow.
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See something different and leam someth W at

If you fancy learning about and exploring the Island’s
coast and countryside, then the Fort Victoria Foray

gu:de

B may be just the thing for you. l
. The foray is a family event, based at the fort near tb W’ "fe ’n
™ Yarmouth on Thursday 30 July. your arden

Organised by the council’s countryside section, .S], .-' -
the foray will feature activities including rockpool %’:WHSEI‘ the il feature.of m

rambles, fossil hunting, environmental games rdens: reldeal’f'or Slttll'fr'
| sessions and storytelling, as well as various displays. b { nb‘,afor pEylhg games; ;
All the usual attractions at the fort will also be “ibut: V'a bIe b-'for '\ﬁlldll_fe
open, including the aquarium, model railway, E i e'-theynr Qr

o]
|

planetarium and underwater archaeology centre. lnquﬂ t,h t éﬂfe fOOd
Organisations due to attend the foray include « for birdsandwother Wme In moist,
the Footprint Trust, the West Wight Landscape ""rwarm sﬁmrﬁer Weath you may
Partnership, Island 2000 and Gift to Nature. _need to cut your gl’aS%We often,
i The event takes place from 10.30am to 4.30pm butin dry weather, cutless fre u‘enﬂy
and entry is free. to helpfeduce stress ¢ usedﬁy water - |
More details are available from the council’s shortage. Less fl‘t‘%uen mowhng will
parks and countryside section on 823893. falsokeep it gregn for Ign%er
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Qur Island, our environment

Alight summer breeze blowing over a grassy ';

meadow or ripening cereal crop produces N
an effect like shimmering waves ebbing

and flowing across the field. Grasses are
flowering plants but are less well known
than most wild flowers as they do not have
colourful petals to attract insects (and
people!)

Some grasses are very distinctive and have
names to match — quaking grass or ‘wiggle-
waggles’ with delicate drooping heads that # :
shake in the breeze, cock’s foot with its
three ‘toes’, and Yorkshire fog, which gives
pastures a greyish haze. The names given -
to others suggest their flowering spikes e
resemble the tails of dogs, foxes, cats, rats, hares and even squirrels.

Grass flowers are surrounded by papery scales in pale shades of green, yellow
or fawn. The anthers are carried on long slender stalks outside the flower.
When they are ripe, they produce tiny pollen grains. These are easily scattered
on the wind to nearby plants, where long feathery stigmas, also held outside
the flower, catch them. The pollen grows deep down into the flower to fertilise
it, and a seed is formed. The seeds of wild grasses are small but over thousands
of years of selective breeding high yielding cereal crops, which are essential in
feeding the human population, have been developed from these wild ancestors.

Haymaking, to provide food and bedding for livestock, was a widespread
midsummer activity in years gone by. The pleasant fragrance of new-mown hay
comes from sweet vernal grass, which contains a substance called coumarin -
but don't let the name stop you enjoying that evocative summer scent!

Anne Marston, assistant ecology officer

Down memory
lane in Calbourne

—
o

The Island village of Calbourne is celebrated in a new
book to be published in October this year.

The Book of Calbourne, by Keir Foss, follows two similar
strolls down memory lane with books about Newtown
(published in 2004) and Porchfield and Locks Green
(published in 2006).

Calbourne’s colourful past is recalled through 350
pictures, and the book mentions many local families
whose lives have been stitched into the fabric of
Calbourne life.

The book costs £19.99 (plus post and packing), and can
be ordered from publisher Halsgrove by calling 01823
653777, or emailing sales@halsgrove.com. Alternatively
visit www.halsgrove.co.uk, or pick up a leaflet at an outlet
(tourist attractions, churches, village shops, community
centres, pubs etc) in the West Wight.

Seaside strolls with your pet

In the summer, some beach areas on the Island are off-limits to dogs — but the good news is that if you want to

enjoy the beach with your dog, there are still plenty of places you can go.

Here are some suggestions for beaches where you can take your dog in summer 2009 (signs at beach access

points will usually give the full details):

 Shanklin
To the south of Shanklin Chine
you will find an area of beach
down towards Luccombe where
some impressive landscape can be
found, and at low tides makes for
some good walks for dog owners
and their pets.

» West Wight
The wild and romantic south west
coast of the Island includes many
remote beaches as well as more
popular locations such as Brook
and Compton. There are a number
of places to access these beaches,
and dogs are not restricted here.

» Puckpool Beach, Ryde
The golden sands of Puckpool
are open for dogs across a signed
stretch east of Appley Tower.
With toilets and cafes nearby and
convenient parking in nearby
Puckpool Park, this is a pleasant
family beach with great views of
the mainland.

« Yaverland
The beach to the north of the
sailing club towards Culver Cliff
is open to dogs all summer. It's a
great walk and you might even
find some fossils or petrified wood
at low tide.

There are also many other sites. A complete set of maps showing all the up-to-date dog exclusion areas — and areas
where dogs are not restricted - is available online at www.iwight.com/dogorders/maps.asp

« Steephill Cove, Ventnor
This little private beach is a
popular place to enjoy the sea.
It's just a short stroll from Ventnor
west along the clifftop walk. No
seasonal restrictions on dogs here.

« Fort Victoria Country Park,
Yarmouth
The country park has toilets,
free parking, a cafe and various
attractions. It is a short walk from
Yarmouth, and at low tide offers an
enjoyable route with panoramic
Solent views, particularly around
sunset. Ideal for dog walking at any
time of the year.
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Wightcat Crafts
(24 July - 12
September)
Parchment craft

club (25 July, 5, 19
August, 2 September,
1.30pm to 4pm),
beginners’ parchment
classes (26 August,
1.30pm to 4pm), card
making workshop
(25 July, 22 August,
10.30am to 1pm), all
at Wightcat Crafts,

14 Carisbrooke Road,
Newport, booking

in advance essential,
tel: 527525, email:
crafts@wightcat.com

Discover the Chines
(28, 30 July, 4, 13,19,
27 August)

Unlock the secrets of
the Island’s chines with
West Wight Landscape
Partnership, find out
about their ecosystems
and smugglers’
hideouts, lookout for
the Eco-Challenger van,
Alum Bay Chine (28 July
and 4 August, 10am

to 4pm), at Linstone
and Widdick Chines

(30 July, 10am to 2pm),
at Shippards Chine (13
August, 10am to 2pm)
at Brook car park (19
August, 2pm to 6pm),
and at Compton Bay car
park (27 August, 10am
to 2pm).

Bat Detectives

(28 July,

1 September)
Evening strolls to see
and hear bats with
West Wight Landscape
Partnership, Fort
Victoria (28 July), Afton
Marsh (1 September),
suitable for families
with older children,
booking essential,
meeting time provided
by booking, tel: 759779.

Wild Food Walk and
Talk (1 August)
Discover different
ingredients and
medicinal plants that
can be found around
the West Wight, with
West Wight Landscape
Partnership, 10am

to 12 noon, suitable
for adults, booking
essential, venue
confirmed by booking,
tel: 759779.
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Outdoor Arts and
Crafts (12 August)
Enjoy and buy art
and craft works at
Freshwater Library,
10am to 4pm.

Pedal up the Yar

(20 August)

A leisurely sunset cycle
along the western

Yar with West Wight
Landscape Partnership,
6pm to 8pm, children
to be accompanied

by a responsible adult,
booking essential,
venue confirmed by
booking, tel: 759779.

Panorama of India,
Noel Chanan

(12 June - 26 July)
Alook at the sub-
continent and the
Hindu religion, Dimbola
Lodge, Freshwater Bay,
tel: 756814, website:
www.dimbola.co.uk

Pastoral Visions,
Graham Ovenden
(19 June -

18 October)

A show with a mystical
aura, Dimbola Lodge,
Freshwater Bay, tel:
756814, website:
www.dimbola.co.uk

The Prehistoric Art of
John Sibbick

(20 July - 31 October)
The amazing

dinosaur artwork and
reconstructions of

John Sibbick, images of
prehistoric creatures and
landscapes, at Dinosaur
Isle, Sandown.

Seen through Screen,
Karen Brown

(21 July - 16 August)
Silkscreen prints

created from original
photographs, Dimbola
Lodge, Freshwater Bay,
tel: 756814, website:
www.dimbola.co.uk

AONB Walking
Festival Competition
Winners (31 July -

1 November)

An exhibition with the
winning images from
the 2009 competition,
Dimbola Lodge,
Freshwater Bay, tel:
756814, website:
www.dimbola.co.uk

i .
" The Prehistoric Art of John g+
Sibbick - an exhibition =
of original paintings and
reconstructions is on display *
at Dinosaur Isle from 20 July
to 31 October

Silver Alternatives,
John Walker

(18 August -

13 September)

A small collection of
prints made using 19th
century processes,
Dimbola Lodge,
Freshwater Bay, tel:
756814, website:
www.dimbola.co.uk

FAIRS & SHOWS

Isle of Wight Fuchsia
Society (25-26 July)
Twenty-first annual
fuchsia show, Bishop
Lovett Middle School,
Ryde, 2pm Saturday,
10am Sunday.

Brading Craft and Gift
Fair (29 July,

26 August)

Fair at Brading Church
Hall, 10am to 3.30pm.

RSPCA IOW Branch
Gala Day (9 August)
Gala day at RSPCA
Animal Centre, Bohemia
Corner, Godshill, TTam to

These listings are provided free, as a public information service. Details must
be submitted either by: filling out this form, or emailing your details to

oneisland@iow.gov.uk

Please conform to the format shown. Entries are included at the editorial

team’s discretion.

Deadline for the next issue: 11 September (16 October publication
date). Covers period 16 October to 31 December.

Title of event/activity:

4pm, many stalls, raffle,
dog and agility show,
live music, refreshments.

Jigsaw Puzzle Festival
(10-15 August)
Hundreds of made-

up jigsaws on display
and for sale, St James’
Church, East Cowes,
10am to 4pm daily
(6.30pm to 8.30pm
Weds and Thurs
evenings).

THEATRE

My Girl (23-26 July,
27-30 August)

A new family musical
set in the 1960s, at the
Winter Gardens, Ventnor,
7.30pm (24, 25 July, 27,
28,29 August), 2.30pm
(26 July, 30 August),
tickets £7.50 adults, £5
for under-16s, from the
box office, tel: 85758].

Cymbeline

(30-31 July)
International company
Theatre Set-Up presents
Shakespeare in open

air at Ventnor Botanic
Garden, 7.30pm, tickets
from tourist information
centres, Ventnor Jazz
Festival Office (by
credit card, tel: 863151),
or on the gate on
performance night.

Date:

Brief description:

Venue:

Time:

Contact name:

Telephone:

Please return to:

Time & Place, One Island, Publications Unit, County Hall, Newport,
Isle of Wight PO30 1UD
or email to oneisland@iow.gov.uk no later than 11 September





