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Floating Bridge Update August 2018 

Current usage from January to July 2018  

 Jan-18 Feb-18 Mar-18 Apr-18 May-18 Jun-18 Jul-18 Total 
Foot 

Passengers 
Total 

23,950 22,691 21,174 30,530 45,670 44,109 48,255 236,679 

Foot 
Passengers 

Paying 
17,462 16,437 19,098 20,570 29,862 28,073 30,333 161,835 

Vehicles 9,183 7,323 12,041 14,391 16,190 17,434 17,378 93,940 
Hours 

Operated 
474 334 474 452.5 474.5 476 554 3,239 

Hours 
operated 

as a 
percentage 

of 
scheduled 

hours 

98.54% 76.96% 98.54% 97.31% 98.34% 94.25% 92.75%  

 

Cowes Week Timetable  

An extended service will be available on the Cowes floating bridge during Lendy Cowes Week 2018. 

Extra sailings have been added to the regular timetable, in anticipation of more people visiting the 
regatta. 
 
The amended schedule includes a continuous daily service running until 1.50am from Friday 3 August 
to the early hours of Sunday 12 August. 
 
There will also be extra crossings at 20-minute intervals from each side of the River Medina every 
night, finishing from Cowes at 3.10am.  
 
Councillor Ian Ward, Cabinet member for transport and infrastructure, said: “Lendy Cowes Week 
2018 is a chance to showcase our Island and attract visitors to our shores.  
 
“It is, therefore, important that we are able to provide people with a good floating bridge service during 
this period.” 
 
As usual, on firework night (Friday 10 August) the floating bridge will only operate for foot passengers 
between 6pm and 11pm.  
 
Due to high levels of demand on firework night, we would advise people to purchase their tickets to 
travel on the vessel in advance 

Normal service will resume on Sunday 12
th

 August 2018. 
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 Press Release 18
th

 July Floating bridge improvements planned 

The Isle of Wight Council has commissioned Wight Shipyard to design further improvements to the 
floating bridge. 

The East Cowes-based business is drafting plans for hydraulics to tighten and slacken the bridge’s 
chains, giving yachts proper clearance at all times of the tide - the major technical problem that needs 
solving. 

 In addition, it will draw up proposals for new prow finger extensions to allow better access for 
vehicles and reduce noise when the floating bridge docks. 

“The council is very pleased to be working in partnership with a prominent local company to design 
improvements that will help provide what we need for the floating bridge to work at all times of the 
tide,” said council leader Councillor Dave Stewart. 

“Between April and June 120,000 foot passengers and 48,000 vehicles used the service – very much 
showing its reliable and earning money for Islanders – however, we want it to be 100 per cent. 

“Finding a solution to the chain depth issue is complex because of the nature of the Medina, but initial 
designs and discussion between Mainstay - the builder of the floating bridge - Wight Shipyard, Cowes 
Harbour Commission and the council are certainly encouraging and we all are committed to working 
together.” 

Currently, the floating bridge cannot run at certain times due to issues with the chain depth during a 
fast-flowing spring ebb tide. 

 Peter Morton, Wight Shipyard chief executive, said: “We want to move forward and resolve the 
issues and we believe we can. 

“The chain ferry is vital to East Cowes, West Cowes and indeed the whole Island so we look forward 
to working together to find a workable solution, while keeping the ferry operating.” 

Mainstay managing director, Stewart Graves, added: “We are pleased Wight Shipyards will be 
working on design improvements to the drive chain tension and we look forward to working with them 
to negate this operational issue.” 

The cost of the improvement work will only be known when a design solution is chosen by the council 
following a procurement process.  

 The floating bridge has made in total £578,000 for the council since it entered service in May last 
year. It made £193,000 between April and June this year. 


