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Minutes & Information resulting from – Meeting 62 

St Johns Church Hall, Drake Road, Newport 
Thursday 05 July 2018 

 
Present at the meeting 

Forum Members: Others & Observers: 

Mark Earp - Chairman Darrel Clarke - IWC PROW Manager 

Alec Lawson John Taylor – Natural England ECP 

Steve Darch Gina Wight – Natural England ECP 

John Gurney-Champion Justin Ryland – Forestry Commission 

Joe Nash Cllr John Medland - Observer 

Tricia Merrifield David Howarth – Observer 

Stephen Cockett Mick Lyons – Observer / Havenstreet & Ashey PC 

Richard Grogan Diana Conyers – Observer / Ryde Town Council 

John Heather Robert Remmy – Master Architect, Norris Castle 

Mike Slater Mike Denness – Managing Director, Norris Castle  

 Jennine Gardiner - Forum Secretary 

Apologies 

Forum Members: Others & Observers: 
Iain Maclennan Ross Edmunds – Wootton P/C &  Access Funded 

Penny Edwards Claire Bennett - CLA 

 

NOTE – anything typed in blue italics is information added AFTER the LAF meeting to 
explain further or providing further details.    

 
1.  Minutes / Declarations /  update of tasks & matters arising from meeting 5 April 2018 

   
Declarations of Interest - None   
 
Update of actions / matters or tasks from last meeting: 
 
Forestry Commission – Parkhurst Forest, Justin has checked the tracks within Parkhurst Forest 
for damage.  Forestry commission have their own civil engineers coming over to the Island in 
September and they will try and include some of the Parkhurst routes within their civil engineers 
inspections / works programme. 
 
Newport highway improvements – The St Marys Roundabout works have now been put on hold.   
NOTE as at 15/08/18 the IWC have announced an update to the St Marys highways scheme.  The 
St Mary’s traffic scheme is an initial phase of a £9 million government-funded project to reduce 
traffic congestion and delays in and around Newport.  Click here for the update. 
   
Bells Public Landing Stage – IWC refuse to accept that a LAF can lodge the paperwork for the 
community right to bid for asset of community value (despite other LAF’s round the country being 
able to submit such paperwork to their respective local authorities).  However, in the meantime the 
IW Industrial Archaeological Society will put the paperwork in.  
 

The IWC department who deals with the submission of the community rights to bid have advised 
that only the following bodies can submit a bid and this is because unless the legal process is 
followed the nomination is open to challenge. 
• Neighbourhood forum under s.61F Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/englandisleofwighttheforestsoftheisleofwight
https://www.iow.gov.uk/news/St-Marys-roundabout-set-to-be-removed
https://www.iow.gov.uk/council/OtherServices/Strategic-Asset-Management/Community-Right-to-Bid
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• Parish Council 
• Unincorporated body with at least 21 members that does not distribute surplus to its members (note our LAF 
doesn’t currently have 21 members.  Under the terms of the regulations LAF’s shall consist of at least ten and not 
more than 22 members). 

• Charity (needs a charity number) 
• Company that does not distribute surplus to its members 
• Industrial or provident society that does not distribute surplus to its members, registered under the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act 1965 

 
Rights of Way Budget – as previously reported the Rights of Way team have been approved a 
capital budget of £75,000 for 2018/19 (less than previous years), this is in respect of improvements 
to the 500 miles network.  Chairman commented that the IWC Senior Management team is set to 
restructure itself at a cost of an extra £400,000 is this an appropriate use of precious IWC funds 
when front line staff and services are continued to be cut?   
 
Battery Road Footpath CS4, Cowes & General Land instability 
Public Footpath CS4 was reopened in June 2018, but this is in an area of instability so in the future 
the steps are sure to slip again. 
 
Regeneration Team – the Regeneration Team have said they will attend the September and 
December meetings.  They are keen to meet members and want to circulate their draft regeneration 
strategy which they hope the forum will respond to.  In the meantime the Regeneration team have 
issued the following statement.   
 
The Isle of Wight Council has embarked on a major programme of regeneration to help address the 
financial challenges faced in continuing to deliver key services such as social care and support for 
vulnerable children. 
 
The other major benefits of undertaking a regeneration programme will be the opportunity to bring 
new jobs for those who need them, increasing our average pay which lags behind the mainland, 
and building new houses that communities want and people can afford. 
 
The Draft Regeneration Strategy which sets out how we might achieve Island regeneration needs 
has now been launched for public consultation. We seeking your help in trying to make it the best 
strategy it can be by sharing information about the consultation with your contacts, your community 
of interest, your friends and family. 
 
The draft strategy and the accompanying consultation questions can be viewed online 
https://iwightinvest.com/the-wight-we-want/ and answers completed and wider feedback provided 
up to Friday 12 October 2018. 
 
A series of area regeneration workshops will also be held across the Island in September to provide 
opportunities to discuss the draft strategy - details of these are also on the website. 
Action – All LAF members and guests to complete the consultation 
 
Yurt Glamping - planning application TCP/21356/A, P/00150/18 near Newport to Sandown cycle 
track, has been withdrawn 
 
Ordnance Survey Mapping – Mark has received a reply from OS taking on board the comments 
and acknowledging the problems raised, they have said while the corresponding digital tiles have 
been updated recently, the paper map version of OL29 (Isle of Wight paper map) is admittedly due 
an update. They have therefore put a new edition of OL29 in their Print Programme schedule for 
next year, which will include some Rights of Way updates among other known issues. They intend 
this to be a full version to address all outstanding issues, and if they need to confirm grid references 
for specific examples they may be back in touch. They do regularly receive details of access land 
amendments direct from the Forestry Commission and in cases of coastal erosion they need orders 
from the council to confirm closure. And they receive monthly updates of progress of England 
Coastal path direct from Natural England, which should help developments in this area. 
 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/Residents/Environment-Planning-and-Waste/Regeneration-Service/Overview9
https://iwightinvest.com/the-wight-we-want/
https://www.iow.gov.uk/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=34021
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Concessionary Bus & Rail fares – IWC Transport Contract Officer, Mr Stewart Chandler, could 
not attend the LAF meeting but he has provided the following information in respect of the Isle of 
Wight travel scheme concessions. 
 
Q:  The IW LAF wanted to understand the criteria for the IW Gold card and the new Silver 
Island card: 
 
Gold New Islander Card – These are issued to island residents who have a ‘severe and enduring’ 
mental health problem which is confirmed in writing by a medical professional. 
 
Silver New Islander Card – These are issued to island residents who have either an English 
National Concessionary bus pass issued on the grounds of a disability or a gold New Islander Card, 
who require a travelling companion to access public transport. 

 
Q:  The IW LAF wanted to establish which cards are eligible on Island Line: 
Island residents who have been issued with a New Islander Card or English National 
Concessionary bus pass issued on the grounds of a disability by the Isle of Wight Council, may 
travel on Islandline services for free.   
 
Q:  At a recent adult, social services meeting Carol Tozer (Director of IWC Adult Social 
Services) indicated that there was to be a thorough review of the IW Concessionary card, is 
there a timetable for this review and public consultation? 
 
As per the agreed budget plan for financial year 2018/19 by Full Council in February, all discretional 
elements of the national and local travel concessions currently offered by the Isle of Wight Council 
will be withdrawn. This will included the following: 
New Islander Card Scheme in its entirety 
Free travel for island residents who have an English National Concessionary bus pass issued on 
the grounds of a disability between 23:00 and 09:30 (excluding bank holidays and weekends). 
Free travel on Islandline as detailed above. 
There will be a consultation period prior to the implementation, though as yet the dates or 
timescales have not been agreed. 
 
Body / Car Camera Footage – Can be used in Police evidence, if that evidence is relevant for the 
case in question and fit for purpose.  It must be available for both sides in a dispute.  If in regard to 
motoring offences the road must be being used properly by the vehicle it is being recorded from and 
that vehicle itself must be road worthy and legally on the road.  The Magistrates Court will decide if 
the images are of Crown Prosecution Quality, that the evidence is fit for purpose and that they 
assist in the placement of the burden of evidence. 
 
Drones – the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) have issued a drone code for professional users, but 
there are no rules for hobby / leisure users, also visit Drone Safe UK: 

  
 
20’s Plenty / Quite Lanes – Cllr Medland has drafted a paper in which he has put forward ideas to 
try and increase walking, cycling and horse-riding despite the disjointed Rights of Way network 
which is intersected by highway.  This often means more vulnerable users have to proceed on an 
unsafe (or what they perceive is unsafe) road alongside motor vehicles.   The purpose of the idea is 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/Residents/Transport-Parking-and-Streets/English-National-Concessionary-Bus-Fare-Scheme/Concessionary-Travel-on-the-Isle-of-Wight
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Residents/Transport-Parking-and-Streets/English-National-Concessionary-Bus-Fare-Scheme/Concessionary-Travel-on-the-Isle-of-Wight
https://dronesafe.uk/
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to try and find a way to link the rural rights of way network / cycle tracks via the highway network by 
introducing further Quite Lanes, such as the roads in Adgestone, which already exist.  Cllr 
Medland’s paper can be found at the end of these minutes.  
NOTE – at the Road Safety Forum which was held on the 14/08/18 Cllr Medlands report was 
discussed.  The idea in principle was well received however the Police point out that any new Quiet 
Lanes must be in accordance with the Department for Transports (DfT) circular 02/2006.  The 
criteria states that these can only be implemented on minor roads with low motor vehicle flows (no 
more than 1000 vehicles a day) and have already low motor vehicle speeds because of the nature 
of the road (naturally below 35mph) this would rule out Rowlands Lane which is mentioned in the 
paper.  The process to introduce new Quite Lanes is very time consuming and would involve a lot of 
pre consultation with the local communities and all other interested / effected groups and 
individuals, even before it could be formally advertised for public consultation (the speeds and use 
would be regulated by way of enforceable order) but the aim of a Quiet Lane is to alter driver 
behaviour as the motorists enters the road.  The proposed route(s) need to be able to achieve 
realistic expectations and be physically, legally and financially possible to implement and maintain.  
The idea of marking the carriageway with lines is not acceptable under the traffic regulations and it 
isn’t something which could be robustly maintained (road lining wears off quite quickly) and even if 
this was ignored in a lot of the minor roads there simply is not the available width to segregate 
categories of traffic (so the idea of marking the road is a non-starter). 
 
However, the Road Safety Forum think the idea to link promoted routes or to try and guide persons 
to an alternative quieter way which would then remove them from busy roads is good.  To forward 
the idea a list of possible routes needs to be drawn up which can then be investigated further to see 
if they would fit the criteria in DfT circular 02/2006. 
 

 
 

2.  Norris Castle Developers Presentation 
 
Robert and Mike from the Norris Castle redevelopment team came along to the LAF and had on 
show exhibition and pubic consultation display boards in respect of the desired and proposed works 
to the site and including information how they intend to fund the redevelopment.     
 
They advised there was a holistic view for this project which includes two separate areas of land, 
the Norris Estate and Spring Hill Estate.   There is 1.6miles of coastline, Norris castle is grade 1 
listed, 6 acres of walled gardens and the Norris estate itself is grade 1 listed by Historic England 
(but the Springhill Estate and house is not listed).  The seawall has not been maintained for over 50 
years and there are plans to relay some parts of this to try and stop landslip and erosion.  
 
The Norris estate is a national asset and the grounds must be restored but as Springhill is not listed 
this opens an opportunity for the developer to fund the Norris redevleopement and restoration by 
building houses (between 46 – 56) in the Springhill grounds, this is called “Enabling Development”.   
 
Apparently over 3000 local East Cowes residents and Town Council have had newsletters or 
become involved within the public consultations about Norris and the developers have had 
numerous conversations and discussions with IWC planners, it will be at least 7 months before an 
outline planning application is submitted.  The developers have said that their plans will bring the 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20081230095258/http:/www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/homezones/ular22006thequietlanesan5740.pdf
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Island over £26 million in benefits such as retaining locals in the hospitality sector, and this 
development is in turn backing our economy. 
 
However, from the discussions with the developers it became apparent that they have not 
considered how they could incorporate public access and no provisions are included within their 
draft plans.  The estate is to be kept private for the new homeowners, hotel, health club and spa.  
The only access would be for paying guests.  
 
The Uavend website for Norris Castle can be found by following this link   
http://www.uavend.com/our-projects/norris-castle/ 
 
Below are photos of the display boards which were on show at the LAF meeting. 
 

 
 

http://www.uavend.com/our-projects/norris-castle/
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3. Coast Path update  – John Taylor and Gina Wright (Natural England)  
 
Medina River is in scope for inclusion into the England Coast Path route, there was been 
unpresented support from locals and businesses plus the fact that the floating bridge can be 
unreliable.  Letters will now be sent out to all landowners along the Medina River. 
 
John advised that he hoped that a whole Island draft route will be available by the September LAF 
meeting.  
 
It appears Newtown Military of Defence (MoD) land is OUT so access around Jersey Camp and the 
surrounding MoD land will not be allowable, which is disappointing as especially as the road walking 
at this point to bypass the site is dangerous. 
 
Refer to www.gov.uk to get up to date news on the England Coast Path: Isle of Wight section 
 
4. Chairmans Update  

 
Island Line (South Western Railway) 

 
 
Disabled Access – LAF members and guests to think about specific public places which they know 
or are aware of which could be improved to accommodate mobility impaired / disabled (wheelchair) 
access.  Or highlight simple obstructions which might be nothing to an able bodied person but stop 
access to those less mobile who try to get onto or along the Rights of Way network, open access 
land, parks or public places for open air recreation.  

  
Photos of before and after works to a small bridge in Chale, is this now more accessible? 

 
Action All – email LAF Secretary with specific locations so these can be investigated further:  
Jennine.gardiner@iow.gov.uk   

http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-isle-of-wight
https://www.southwesternrailway.com/destinations-and-offers/island-line
mailto:Jennine.gardiner@iow.gov.uk
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Private Beaches - apparently tourists were told by a security guard from Orchard Bay House 
(Public Footpath V93a are the steps down to Orchard Bay beach) that they had to get off the beach.  
This is the first the Rights of Way team had heard of this. 
 
A copy of the authorised Orchard Bay sign is shown below, there is public access and the 
landowners have an agreement with the IWC. 

 
 
Botanical Gardens – Misleading sign?  The Coastal Path using Public Footpath V90 runs along 
the cliff side boundary of the Botanical Gardens, there is a fence which separates the Botanical 
Gardens from the public path (although it would be easy to get into the grounds without paying).  
The Ventnor Botanic Gardens sign reminds the public that they must pay to enter the gardens. 
With the exception of one query the Public Rights of Way team have never had any members of the 
public contact them to say they have been deterred from using the Footpath because of this sign. 

    
Photo of the sign in question & map to show route of the Public Footpath behind the Botanic Garden 

 
Beaches and private boundaries – Where does a private landholding boundary lay when reaching 
a beach?  What is the foreshore and what does that mean for the public?  This question was raised 
in particular about the Binstead area where private gardens from the homes on Quarr Road come 
down to the shore. 
Foreshore information.  The foreshore is the area between the high water mark and the low water 
mark (so the bit of beach which is wet when the sea is between its normal highest and lowest 
points). When the tide is in (the sea is at its closet point to the land) there is a right to navigate 
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through the water or wade along it! (although not necessarily a right to land a boat or launch one). 
All foreshore belongs to the Crown unless it has in the past been sold or given away. However, 
there is no legal right of access to the foreshore although the Crown Estate gives general 
permissive consent for non-commercial use along the foreshore.  
 

     
 

 
Island Roads Asset Management Meeting – information supplied by Cllr Blezzard 

 
Lay Assessors are members of the public who volunteer to evaluate the quality of the highways 
service which has been provided by Island Roads.  The volunteers are provided with training 
and need to report details back to Island Roads and the IW Council. 
If you are interested in becoming a Lay Assessor for Island Roads please have a read of the 
following from their website http://www.islandroads.com/news-46-island-roads-has-recruited-15-
lay-assessors-to-feedback-on-their-work-sites-across-the-island-.html and contact them at 
info@islandroads.com 
 

I have added a map to try and show 

what it might look like on a general 

map showing the high and low 

water marks which then illustrate 

where the foreshore is found 

https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/
http://www.islandroads.com/news-46-island-roads-has-recruited-15-lay-assessors-to-feedback-on-their-work-sites-across-the-island-.html
http://www.islandroads.com/news-46-island-roads-has-recruited-15-lay-assessors-to-feedback-on-their-work-sites-across-the-island-.html
mailto:info@islandroads.com
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Public Rights of Way Network and Island Roads –Public Rights of Way (as shown on the 
Definitive Map) are split between the Rights of Way team at the IWC and Island Roads. 
 
Generally (but not always), the urbanised tarmacked routes and what are commonly referred to 
as “cycle tracks” fall into the Island Roads network, this is because they normally have a hard or 
tarmacked surface and Island Roads are more geared up to deal with this type of surface.  The 
more rural routes and unmade surfaces generally stay with the IWC under the Rights of Way 
team.  It doesn’t matter if something is reported to the wrong team because we send the reports 
to each other, so it will always get to the correct place.  
 
Peoples Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) – The PTES have nature reserves near 
Wootton, Hurst Copse and Briddlesford Woods a map can be found on their website, they say 
that “you can visit this special place year round.  Briddlesford Parkland – 10 hectares of 
peaceful wood pasture, and Hurst Copse – five hectares of beautiful semi-natural ancient 
woodland, near Wootton Bridge on the Isle of Wight are open for you to explore” 
 
BBQ’s on Beaches – Please be vigilant there are many risks: littering left over from BBQ’s, 
burns from hot sand which continues to heat from the hot BBQ even after it is removed, litter 
bins have been set on fire from discarded BBQs and wooden benches have been left burnt. 

   
Remains of a burnt pallet on Gurnard beach after a disposable BBQ had been left on this 

 
Southern Vectis (SV) – Richard Tyldsley General Manager of SV has reported to the Bus and 
Rail users group that the bus company are making a lot of investment into their fleet.  They will 
introduce new technology and are moving into contactless ticketing.  An introduction of App 
ticketing, journey planner with bus halts and a real time journey planner are all in the pipeline.  
Only 23% of bus journeys on the Island are now paid with cash on the bus. 
 
Disposal of Environment Agency Land – The EA are disposing of land on the Isle of Wight.  
Wendy Perera (head of Planning) is aware.  
 
National Cycle Network (NCN) – The NCN is to have a major makeover and SUSTRANS have 
issued a survey called National Cycle Network review - Help us to shape your Network, this 
survey closed on the 19th July 2018. 

 
8.   UPDATES 
 

IWC Rights of Way – Darrel Clarke 
 
Public Footpath NT46 at Casltehaven (section along seawall at rear of Beach Cottage) – the 
landowner has for a second time applied to delete the path from the seawall behind his property.  
The modification order was for the second time dismissed (meaning it was not successful).  The 
homeowner has appealed this decision and it is now in the hands of the Planning Inspectorate to 
decide. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ptes.org/
http://www.islandbuses.info/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/map
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/
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IW Ramblers – Mike Slater 
 
Ramblers 50th year anniversary the IW Ramblers will be leading walks starting and ending in 
Rookley incorporating the new Chequers Inn Permissive Path which now allows walkers to get 
from Rookley to the Chequers Inn without having to walk on the dangerous Niton Road. 
Book in conjunction with Southern Vectis a new book called Rambles by Bus has been produced 
and costs £5.00 this combines all the previous separate walk leaflets into one book. 
Donate a Gate the Ramblers have got up to almost the 200th gate  
Grant they have been successful in securing a grant of £5,000 funded from the Isle of Wight 
Council, to carry out improvement works at Brading Marshes; this is in respect of Public Footpath 
B2 & B4 which are off Bexley Point.  
 

IW Bridleways Group – Tricia Merrifield  
 
The Causeway in Freshwater will be closed for bridge repairs.  And the new Bridleway called S41 
at Newbridge will be closed to equestrians and cyclists whilst bridge repairs are carried out in 
Newbridge by Island Roads. 
 

Cycle Wight – Alec Lawson 
 

Medina Greenway has been trashed again by IW Pop Festival traffic – damage reported to be 
even worse this time. What is to be done? Since the meeting we have been contacted by PROW 
who are to pursue reinstatement to a good quality. A CW member is providing photographic 
evidence. 
Action – LAF to write to IWC (via Cllr Hobart) highlighting concerns from the festival damage 
Island Harbour to East Cowes.  Pleased that PROW/ Island Roads have re-instated the footpath 
from Island Harbour to the Folly. In view of possible developments providing employment at 
Kingston Cyclewight would urge a sustainable commuting route connecting Newport, Island 
Harbour, the Folly Inn and direct to Saunders Avenue. This seems to be practical on the ground, 
given income resulting from planning permission.   
An improved cycle route across Cowes is something Cyclewight have sought to discuss with 
Cowes Town Council. Cowes Harbour Commission have published their Harbour Handbook 2018-
2019 with a pull-out map showing walking and cycling routes. These include Birmingham Road & 
High Street as a cycle route, and an unsigned route from Arctic Road to Seaview Road cycletrack, 
rather than the signed cycle route via Smithards Lane, St Faiths Road & Love Lane. Meanwhile 
cyclists use Birmingham road in the wrong direction. Cyclewight cannot condone law breaking but 
would like to see improvements considered by highway authorities and Cowes Town Council. 

 
Copy of the pull out map from the Cowes harbour handbook 2018-2019 

http://www.iowramblers.com/home
http://www.cyclewight.org.uk/
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IW Cycle Festival which will have 35 events across all disciplines. The website is now live: 
http://www.iwcyclefest.com . For the opening weekend on the 25-26 August 2018 a village & track 
will be set up in the field by Arreton Barns weekend. There will be a Cyclewight Bikers Breakfast at 
Sea Street/ Quay Street junction on Wednesday 29 August 2018 – early!   
The IW Cycle Forum on 21 June was attended by representatives from Island Roads who provided 
information about future works affecting cycling routes. Among items discussed was the bridge from 
Quay Street to Riverside. Minutes will be on the website in due course: www.cyclewight.org.uk 
Quay Street Bridge – Island Roads have said that the bridge is to start to be replaced at the end of 
August 2018. 
 

4 X 4  Steve Darch 
 
The 4X4 club will undertake their annual driven survey of the Islands Byways (B.O.A.T’s) on the 5th 
August 2018 
 

Landowner – John Heather 
 
Sheep worrying increase of reports of dogs chasing and attacking sheep.  Please keep 
dogs on leads when walking through enclosures or fields of sheep. 
 
NOTE:  The Police have issued several recent reminders to the public:   We would like to remind dog owners 
of the importance of being in full control of their dog when in the countryside and around livestock and wild 
animals. 
Owners often voice surprise when their dog chases animals, but this is an innate part of a dog’s behaviour 
and they will instinctively chase and injure animals given the chance. 
Dogs worrying livestock is a criminal offence contrary to the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953. 
In such incidents, livestock can be seriously injured or killed. It is also common for other animals witnessing 
this to die from shock. 
Dog owners should be aware that in such instances, the owner/person in control of the dog can be 
prosecuted, and the dog can be shot by the farmer to end an attack. 
Our advice to dog owners is: 
• keep your dog on a lead when in a field with livestock 
• if there is no livestock in the field, keep the dog in sight at all times, be aware of what it is doing, and be 
confident it will return to you promptly on command - if you cannot be confident of this, the dog should not be 
off the lead 
• ensure the dog does not stray off the path or area where you have right of access. 

 
Arson crops are getting ready to be harvested and the dry weather makes everything 
tinder dry.  Please be careful and vigilant. 
 
5. Any Other Business 
 
Richard Grogan – IW summer walking, cycling and outdoor activities leaflet May to September 2018 
is now available 
http://www.peppercreative.net/wightaonb.org.uk/uploads/summer%20walks%202018_v2_crossprint
.pdf 
 
Steve Darch – Red Funnel works at East Cowes what protection of the public slipway is in place? 
Action – Mark Earp to check (refer to planning application TCP/32391/A, P/01235/16 ) for the 
demolition site clearance and provision of expanded vehicle marshalling facilities proposed taxi/drop 
off area and dropped trailer storage compound associated with existing ferry operations proposed 
platform stopping up of Dover Road slipway and public footpath to the west of Trinity Yard.  
Note that this part of the application was approved 19/09/2017. 
 
Tricia Merrifield – rural road speeds a recent newspaper report highlighted concerns about rural 
road speeds.  Tricia has noticed an increase in speed now that Noke Common has been 
resurfaced. 
 

http://www.iwcyclefest.com/
http://www.cyclewight.org.uk/
http://www.peppercreative.net/wightaonb.org.uk/uploads/summer%20walks%202018_v2_crossprint.pdf
http://www.peppercreative.net/wightaonb.org.uk/uploads/summer%20walks%202018_v2_crossprint.pdf
https://www.iow.gov.uk/planning/AppDetails3.aspx?frmId=31785


Page | 13 

 

Darrel Clarke – the Rights of Way team have a new Maintenance Officer and would the LAF like to 
have a presentation of the years capital schemes to show the before and after improvements? 
LAF - Yes  
 

2018 Meetings 
4pm Thursdays @  

6 September @ St Johns Church Hall, Drake Road, Newport 
6 December @ St Johns Church Hall, Drake Road, Newport 

 
 
LAF list of regularly used abbreviations and words: 
 
AONB = Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  IW AONB team can be contacted at Seaclose Offices, Fairlee 
Road, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 2QS Telephone 01983 823855 or Email AONB@IOW.GOV.UK Website  
www.wightaonb.org.uk  
 
Capital = the money which is allocated for network improvements over and above general maintenance and 
repairs. 
 
CIL = Community Infrastructure Levy, this is a planning charge.  A way for Local Authority’s to try to help 
deliver infrastructure to support the development of their area (also see S106). 
 
CMT = Contract Management Team.  CMT’s are teams within the IW Council who deal with a particular 
contractor i.e. the Highways CMT deal with Island Roads and the Waste CMT deal with Amey 
 
Definitive = a definitive right of way is one that is recorded in the legal record of such ways i.e. the Definitive 
Map.  The Definitive Map records Public Footpaths, Public Bridleways and Byways Open to All Traffic (no 
Restricted Byways are currently recorded on the Isle of Wight Definitive Map). 
 
EWLP = East Wight Landscape Partnership www.downtothecoast.co.uk 
 
IR = Island Roads is the name for the IWC Highways Contractor, they can be contacted at:  St. Christopher 
House, 42 Daish Way, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5XJ or Telephone 01983 822440 or email 
info@islandroads.com Website:  www.islandroads.com 
 
IWC = Isle of Wight Council.  Address County Hall, High Street, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 1UD or 
Telephone 01983 821000 + add the extension when prompted if you know it or Email 
customer.services@iow.gov.uk or the specific services email if you know it.  Website www.iwight.com 
 
Permissive = a permissive path is one that a landowner allows the public to use in a certain way (i.e. walking, 
cycling, horse-riding) but the route has not been dedicated to the public.  It is not therefore recorded on the 
Definitive Map and the landowner can withdraw their permission for the public to use it at any time. 
 
PROW = Public Rights of Way recorded on the Definitive Map.  The IWC Rights of Way team can be 
contacted at County Hall or Telephone 01983 821000 X 8745 or email Rightsofway@iow.gov.uk 
Website www.iwight.com/Residents/Rights-of-Way/Public-Rights-of-Way/About 
  
Revenue = the money which is allocated for general repair and maintenance, staff costs and normal 
reoccurring bills and running costs. 
 
ROWIP = Rights of Way Improvement Plan.  Every local authority must have a ROWIP.  This document is 
reviewed every 10 years and it will explain how improvements will be made to the PROW network to provide 
a better experience for walkers, cyclists, horse riders, horse and carriage drivers, people with mobility 
problems and people using motorised vehicles.  The original IWC ROWIP can be viewed on the Council 
website @ www.iwight.com/azservices/documents/2782-D6-Rights-of-Way-Improvement-Plan.pdf 
 
S106 = Section 106 is an agreement between the Local Authority and developers and is attached to a 
planning permission make acceptable development which would otherwise be unacceptable in planning 
terms.  S106 must be directly relevant to the proposed development. 

mailto:AONB@IOW.GOV.UK
http://www.wightaonb.org.uk/
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mailto:info@islandroads.com
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Proposal for Traffic Calming Measures on Specific Isle of Wight Rural Lanes to facilitate ROW 

Access.  

We are facing a public health crisis.  According to the last annual public health report a third of our 

10 and 11 year olds are “overweight or obese”.   Mental illness is increasing.  It is known that 

walking, cycling and riding are all conducive to the improvement of physical and mental health and 

well-being. 

The Island’s economy is in desperate need for private commercial investment.  The Island needs a 

‘unique selling point’ to encourage inward investment particularly to offset the extra costs of 

isolation.  The expansion of the traditional summer tourist season into the ‘shoulder months’ is 

imperative to develop our largest industry.   

The Island has two unique assets.  Its isolation may be a commercial liability but it restricts the influx 

of traffic that clogs the roads on the near Mainland.  In addition the Island has the greatest mileage 

of public rights of way/area of all English counties.   

Promoting these assets and the overall quality of life here could encourage some creative companies 

to relocate and invest here.  VIOW have been successfully promoting the Island as a walking and 

cycling destination.  Cyclists and walkers use local B&Bs and pubs spending more Island £ than the 

traditional summer/autumn tourists.  In 2013 Sustrans estimated Scotland’s income from cycling 

tourism at £240 million.  There is now a rich unexploited potential tourist market in western Europe 

of cyclists and walkers as the £ has fallen relative to the Euro.   

The problem is that our off-road rights of way system is currently fragmented by the road network. 

Slides:- 

Footpaths, bridleways, all rights of way. 

All these issues could be positively addressed by reducing vehicle speed in designated country lanes,  

by re-designating them as ‘Quiet Lanes’ with priority for non-motor vehicle traffic.  These could 

reconnect large parts of the rights of way network with safe routes between parts that are currently 

isolated.  This could allow for the reconnection of large sections of the rights of way network to 

create ‘circular routes’ and resurrect now disused of rights of way made impractical by the speed of 

motor vehicles.   

For example the designation of Sandy Lane and Rowlands lanes alone would connect the three 

largest sections bridleway network in the east, south and west of the Island.  Combined with the 

new Coastal Path (HMG funded) VIOW could better market the Island as the premier UK destination 

for walking, cycling and riding.    

Signage on these Quiet Lanes could indicate priority for non-motor vehicle traffic and deter high 

speeds by painting in a single central lane with two footways on each side indicated by two white 

lines.  This will be a visual reminder to the drivers to be aware of shared use of the carriageway and 

slow down.  Explanatory written signage at the terminals should deter drivers from using such lanes 

for transit rather than local access.   

How to pay for it? 

As we know Island Roads says all road improvements for the life of the 25 year contract need to be 

separately funded and the IWC is reducing its expenditure annually.  Therefore I suggest that the 

power of this initiative be devolved to the 33 local councils which do have the potential to raise 

precept revenue or take out Public Works Board Loans. 



Further it would be good practice that the local councils proceed only on the basis of clearly 

measured majority support from the residents in the lanes which apply for Quiet Lane status.  The 

grounds for inclusion should also be restricted to such lanes which are in places restricted to a single 

carriageway where there is no footway or verge.  This should restrict the policy being exploited by 

residents and local communities in an unreasonable way. 

Clearly this policy could only apply to ‘unclassified’ road or lanes which are not nationally regulated 

in speed (A and B roads) 

This proposal is based the professional advice I received from the Road Safety Committee and the 

advice of the Local Access Forum.  

References:- 

• Traffic Advisory Leaflet 1/04, Village speed limits , January 2004;   

• Traffic Advisory Leaflet 3/04, Quiet lanes , June 2004;  

• DfT circular 2/2006, The Quiet lanes and Home Zones (England) Regulations 2006 ,  

• August 2006. DfT Circular 01/2013 summarises the key points for rural speed. 

• Briefing Paper CBP00468 Speed Limits in England, House of Commons Library 2017. 


