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dimBola   musEum &  gallEriEs  For fifteen years, between 1860 to 1875, Dimbola 
Lodge was the home and workplace of the celebrated Victorian photographer, Julia Margaret 
Cameron.  Now preserved by the Julia Margaret Cameron Trust, the house is a fascinating 
Museum and Gallery dedicated to her life and work, which also showcases contemporary 
exhibitions from photographers around the globe.  Inside the house are many original 
features including: Gothic carvings, William Morris wallpaper, Julia’s personally designed 
stairway, Victorian glass and a re-creation of her bedroom.

KS1 - Homes: Then & Now 
Explore a fantastic example of a Victorian House and investigate 
the people that lived there and the different jobs they did.  This 
will be done through roleplay: deciding which artefacts would 
have belonged to a maid, a gardener, Julia Margaret Cameron, 
her husband and one of her children.  Pupils will also think about 
how household items have changed by placing artefacts on a 
timeline and complete a trail around the house. 
Curriculum Links:  History, Science & English

KS1 & KS2 - Julia Margaret Cameron & 
The Victorians 
Pupils will learn about Julia Margaret Cameron, 
pioneer Victorian photographer, the famous people 
she photographed and the house she lived in through 
a museum trail. 
Pupils will create a pop-up Victorian museum using 
a wide range of original artefacts to bring to life the 
lives of the people that lived in the house.  They will 
also find out about links to Dimbola and Alice in 
Wonderland.
Curriculum Links:  History, English & Science

KS2 - Photography Through Time & Photograms
Pupils will create their own photogram in the Museum’s 
darkroom. This is a picture produced on light sensitive paper 
without using a camera.  Pupils also will investigate how 
cameras have changed through time and explore the pioneering 
photography of Julia Margaret Cameron, who once lived in the 
house.  They will also learn about the celebrity Victorians she 
photographed, including: Charles Darwin, Ellen Terry and Alfred 
Lord Tennyson.  
Curriculum Links:  History, English & Science


