
  

 

 

 

 

 

Young Inspectors report on Boom whacker Orchestra 

Address: Isle of Wight College      

Contact details: 01983 550811     

Date of Inspection:   9th December 2014     

Number of Young Inspectors present: 4 

Short Breaks have introduced the ‘Young Inspectors’ program as part of the service 

commitment to provide:   

 ‘The opportunity for children and young people with disabilities and/or additional 

needs to contribute to the decision-making and development of services for 

children and young people with disabilities and/or additional needs on the Isle of 

Wight’. 

The Young Inspectors reviewed the short breaks service Boom Whacker Orchestra 

based on the following areas deemed important to them. The inspection is part of 

an agreement between Short Breaks and the provider highlighted within the Short 

Breaks agreement. This is what the Young Inspectors found:  
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Report Summary 

 

Staff Overall (star awarding) 
Out of 3 stars 

Did they meet the 
Young Inspectors 
needs? 

Fun and Enjoyment   
Yes see Point 5.1 
 

Accessibility  
 
 

 
Yes see Point 5.2 
 

Safety and Surroundings  
 
 

 
Yes see Point 5.3 

Staff  
 
 

 
Yes see point 5.4 

 

Details about the provision being inspected 

Overview of the organisation/service: The service offers Young people from ages 

11-18 oppurtunities to learn new skills in using boomwhackers to create music in a 

fun and friendly enviroment. 

What they provide: Provisions of this service include learning various skills to be 

able to create music using the boomwacker, the group will also be working towards 

a mini-performance as a boomwhacker orchestra which may include other simple 

insruments, this group allows young people to be able to make new friends and 

relax within a friendly enviroment. 

When is it available: Every Tuesday 4.30pm-6.30pm 

How much is costs: £3 

Who to contact to book: Julie Bell or Jane France 
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1.0 Introduction: Why we inspected Boom whacker orchestra? 

Boom whacker orchestra is a Short Break activity that runs every Tuesday.  Within 

the session young people can be part of a boom whacker orchestra to create 

music.  The plastic tubes are different colours and are coded and easy to play; 

young people can also enjoy various other sensory instruments such as kazzoo’s. 

 

2.0 Methodology: How we inspected Boom whacker orchestra? 

 

The inspectors were a mix of three girls and one boy.  There were various 

diagnosis’ including wheel chair user, Autistic spectrum disorder and learning 

disabilities.  The young inspectors visited the activity and did the activity as 

per usual.  They then gave feedback after the session.  

 

3.0 Summary of Findings: What the Young Inspectors found 

 

The young people found that the activity was good and enjoyable.  The games 

at the beginning of the activity encouraged everyone to interact.  It was also 

good having name badges and explaining what a Boom whacking was. 

 

 

4.0 Recommendations: How the activity can be made better? 

There could be more visuals in the room and young inspectors felt there could be a 

schedule so they understood what was coming next, with visuals on so young 

people that can’t read can understand.  There also needs to be a scheduled breaks 

so young people know when the session will break and what is expected of them. 
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5.0 Review analysis: – What we reviewed 

 

5.1 Staff 

Young Inspectors felt that the staff members were really friendly and they were 

introduced well at the beginning.  They also said they were fun and helpful.  They 

also felt that they were listened to by all staff. 

5.2 Fun and Enjoyment 

Most of the young inspectors really enjoyed the session; however one didn’t as the 

noise was a bit much. However, staff was helpful with this and tried to encourage 

her.  Some young inspectors said they would go again and some said they wouldn’t 

but it just wasn’t there thing.  All young inspectors said they met new people and 

enjoyed making new friends.  They also enjoyed playing Christmas music and up to 

date music.  Young people felt it would be nice if they could have some other 

instruments to play as well. 

5.3 Accessibility 

Some young inspectors felt that the timing could be later as some struggled to get 

here on time from maim streams schools.  They thought the activity was worth £3 

and it was a good price.  They also felt it would be good for more signs to be 

added stating where to go when entering the building. The ramp access and access 

to the lift was also very good. 

5.4 Safety and Surroundings  

Some young inspectors didn’t feel safe as they were worried as sometimes the 

instruments can be noisy.  But they felt staff was helpful when they wanted to 

wear ear defenders and still could participate.  They felt there were no obstacles 

in the way especially as some young inspectors were in wheel chairs and felt that 

they could access the building and all the facilities.  They felt the age range was a 

good age, but young inspectors did comment that there were no rules on where 

not to go or what not to do.  

6.0 Short breaks staff recommendation 

Staff from Short Breaks felt that this was a brilliant activity, that staff were 

enthusiastic and accommodating to all young people and their needs.  However, 

staff agree with the young inspectors that there could be more structure with the 

help from visuals and snacks/drinks need to either be provided or young people 

need to bring their own snacks, so that they could have them at break times. 
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6.1 Provider Feedback  

 


